* What is an ideology?

5 POLITICAL
IDEOLOGIES

* How do the ideologies view the significance of market and state?

* How do the political ideologies view humans and society?

* What is populism?

* How do the political parties act in relation to each other?

A political ideology consisis of three
parts, as illustrated in Figure 5.1. It has as-
sumptions about how our current society
is organised (Box A), assessments of how
a good society should be organised (Box
B), and finally an idea of which political
means should be applied to move from A
to B (Box C). The assumptions of a politi-
cal ideology (Box A) could relate to the
nature of humanity - are human beings
considered sensible and independent or
weak and of limited sense — while the as-

sessments (Box B) indicate how the role
of the state should be.

Based on Figure 5.1, we can now define
a political ideology as: a set of more or less
systematic thoughts and assessments of
how society is and should be, which can
be used to defend or criticise a political
system. Using this definition, we can look
at what a political ideology can be used for
(what function it has) at a certain point in
the development of a society. Those in
power may use one ideology to defend -

Figure 5.1 Three components of a political ideology

A

Our current

society: How is
it organised?

Society as we
want it: How
should it be?

Source: The figure was prepared by Jacob Graves Sgrensen.

POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES 101



legitimise - the existing conditions in so-
ciety because, to them, Box B is almost
identical to Box A, while other groups use
other ideologies to criticise the same soci-
ety. If the purpose of the criticism is to re-
turn society to a former state, we can talk
about a regressive ideology, while an ide-
ology aimed at bringing society to a com-
pletely new form that has never been tried
before is called progressive.

Figure 5.2 shows how the three classi-
cal ideologies have different functions at
different times in history. The figure also
shows that the three ideologies change
their function over time. Liberalism was
progressive during the absolute monarchy
while it became legitimising after indu-
strialisation with the related capitalist sy-
stem. Finally, after the development of the
welfare state from the 1960s and onwards,
it became regressive. In the 21st century,
liberalism has once again assumed a pro-
gressive form. None of the three classical
ideologies in the figure legitimise our pre-
sent society. This is done by social libera-
lism. We will hear more about that later in
the chapter. It is important to note that
the ideas and values of the political parties

can act as either regressive, legitimising or
progressive narratives of the directiop $0-
ciety should take. In social studies, We of.
ten work with comparative method. Th;;
method involves systematic comparisong
of political ideologies, political parties,
political systems, etc. When we apply the
comparative method to political ideo]o-
gies, we systematically ask the same ques-
tions to all of them:

® View of human life: Does the ideology
consider people as independent, strong
and sensible creatures (people can cre-
ate a good life for themselves) or does it
consider people weak and indecisive
(people need help)?

B Perception of society: Are people so
interdependent that they are compo-
nents in society almost like an orga-
nism (an organic perception of socie-
ty)? Or could people, in principle, live
alone, as if on a deserted island? For
Practical reasons, though, they have
agreed to form a society (a mechanical
perception of society - they have con-

sciously chosen to establish a social
mechanism).

Figure 5.2 The function of the political ideologies in different periods
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m View of the role of the state: Should
the state only take care of the most ne-
cessary functions (because members of
society can manage independently) and
become a night-watchman state? Or is
a large, powerful state needed, which in
addition to handling the three parts of
the separation of

5.1 The three classical
ideologies: Liberalism,
conservatism and socialism

In 1748, the French philosopher and po-
litical thinker Charles Montesquieu
(1689-1755) introduced his idea of the
separation of powers into the legislative,
executive and judicial power, but he was
not alone in addressing the design of soci-
ety in that period. John Locke (1632-
1704) had already formulated his
thoughts on political liberalism before
1700; and in the light of merchants’ need
of freedom due to the greatly increased
trade in the 17 and 18" centuries, Adam
Smith (1723-1796) formulated economic
liberalism. The thoughts of these three
thinkers were highly significant for the
American Constitution, written in the
1780s, and the French Revolution from
1789 to 1799. Throughout the middle ages
and until the 18" century, classical conser-
vatism had been the only political ideolo-
gy, and perhaps because of that, nobody
had formulated the thoughts of conserva-
tism in writing because it was considered
natural that kings, nobility and church
held all the power. But at the great up-
heavals in France during the revolution,
Edmund Burke (1729-1797) found that
the time was right to formulate the

thoughts of conservatism in response to
liberalist thinkers. Following the industri-
al revolution in England (around 1780~
1800), the capitalist system gradually be-
gan to dominate the European economies,
and this system led to serious exploitation
of workers. This inspired Karl Marx
(1818-1883) to formulate the third major
classical ideology: socialism - also called
Marxism — which was later adjusted by
Lenin (1870-1924) and other theorists.
This led to numerous branches of the ide-
ology which are collectively called socia-
lism.

Classical liberalism

Classical liberalism (liber = free in Latin)
designates the first descriptions of a libe-
ralist ideology which appeared in the 17th
and 18th centuries. The core of classical
liberalism is that all humans are born
equal and free. Each person is unique and
has inviolable rights. According to the fat-
her of liberalism, John Locke, all people
have the right to life, property and free-
dom. For liberalism, human freedom is
important not only because of inviolable
rights, but also because liberalism consi-
ders man to be independent, strong and
sensible. This means that people know
best what serves them well, and what
needs they have. Man is thus a rational
and conscious creature that can follow his
own interests and does not need authori-
ties. In short,

Freedom is a keyword for classical libe-
ralism. According to Liberals, people are
free to do what they want as long as they
do not violate the freedom of others. Clas-
sical liberalism thus focuses on the indi-
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Humans are independent,
strong and sensible. They
have inviolable rights that
give them the right to life,
property and maximum
freedom.

tion of society).

Jfhumanlfe
Humans are sensible and
know their own needs and

interests best. Every man for
himself.

The state is solely estab-
lished for practical rea-
sons (mechanical percep-

~ Perception of society -
Everyone will gain pro-
sperity if individuals and
businesses are free to do
as they please. Society

Night-watchman or minimal state:
The state should consist of pofica-
military and courts, and its task isl
to ensure that the freedom of Citi-
zens is not violated. The state
should be small and leave as much
as possible to the citizens and the
free market.

View of the ro

i )

The state must be small and lea
the planning of production to the
free market forces.

consists of independent

individuals.

vidual, or to put it another way: The indi-
vidual is above the state. The individual is
the definitive unit, and the state has only
been established for practical reasons be-
cause it is easier to establish courts and
wage war jointly than separately. Thus, it
is a mechanical perception of society. As
classical liberalism puts the individual
and its freedom at its core, the role of the
state should be limited.

The task of the state is to ensure that
citizens’ rights to life, freedom and pro-
perty are respected. The ideal is what we
call a night-watchman state or a minimal
state. Such a state consists only of police,
military and law courts. The state should
only provide law and order to make sure
citizens do not violate each other’s free-
dom. Moreover, since the people are bet-
ter at controlling society than any leader,
there should be democracy, which means
that the state authority is elected by the
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people. At such elections, the existence of
”a free market of ideas and opinions” is
imporiant - citizens must have freedom
of specch,

/s nentioned earlier, Adam Smith was
particularly concerned with the economic
aspect of liberalism. The point was that if
the state does not interfere, there will be a
free market and a balanced supply and
consumer demand. In the free market,
consumers will be able to pursue their
own interests and needs completely freely,
and businesses will regulate their produc-
tion according to consumers’ interests and
needs.

In this way, the free market will
regulating or governed by what Smith
calls “the invisible hand” In this syste
society will achieve the maximum pPro-
sperity thanks to competition although
both consumers and businesses act sel-
fishly. Smith emphasised the need for fré¢

be self-



trade between countries - to the benefit of
everyone. Liberalism is advocating capi-
talism. Capitalism is an economic system
with emphasis on private property rights.
Human labour can be bought and sold
like products, and production is planned
by the businesses to ensure business ow-
ners the maximum profit. A feature of li-
beralism is that the natural rights of peo-
ple must be protected, but to the extent
possible, everyone has a duty to provide
for themselves throughout life. It is not
the job of the state to maintain the exi-
stence of individuals.

Traditional conservatism

“Ideology is rubbish,” said Poul Schliiter,
former chairman of the IDznish Conserva-
tive People’s Party and Prirse Minister of
Denmark (1982-1993). Thic sentence quite
accurately expresses the basic scepticism
of conservatism: Why should we believe
in abstract and theoretical utopias about
man and society? As previously men-
tioned, Edmond Burke (1729-1797) is re-
garded as the fat-her of conservatism. In
his work “Reflections on the Revolution
in France” (1790), Burke rejects the no-
tion that politics could build on abstract
ideas. Burke was thus critical of libera-
lism’s highly optimistic belief in human
reason and the free choice.

Burke’s argument is that human beings
generally have a fairly limited sense and
therefore make mistakes. As a result, indi-
viduals’ thoughts about social change may
be disastrous for humanity. In this way,
conservatism is just as much criticism of
other ideologies (especially liberalism), as
it is an ideology. Nevertheless, we regard

conservatism as an ideology because it
contains a definite perception of human
life, society and the state, and because it
has a set of assumptions and values that
also affect politics today.

Conservatism’s core perception is that,
instead of pursuing fast and uncertain
changes, we must learn from previous
generations’ knowledge and experience
and preserve the values of our culture and
traditions. A stable, harmonious and
peaceful society is a clear goal for con-
servatism. Society is perceived as an or-
ganism. Similar to a body, where all or-
gans have a function, every citizen has an
impact on society’s function - that is an
organic perception of society. Conserva-
tism claims that every citizen has his/her
place in society and must carry out his/
her duties if the community is to func-
tion. Conservatism, however, does not
necessarily consider all citizens as being
equally important. Traditional conserva-
tism claims there is a natural order or hi-
erarchy in society with God at the top as
the creator of nature and the order of so-
ciety, then the king, the priests, etc. There-
fore, traditional conservatism is associa-
ted with the words: God, King and Fat-
herland.

Since human beings have limited sense
and can make mistakes, the citizens must
Jeave important decisions to authorities,
such as citizens with experience or in-
sight. According to conservatism, the state
has a defined and balanced role in society.
It should not interfere with the natural
tasks of family, church and the law courts.
These institutions must carry out their
own tasks. However, the supporters of this
ideology are not in favour of the minima-
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rHumans have limited sense

Society is an organism (organic

The state myst be defi

and may make mistakes.  perception of socigty) where all  and balanced in relatior:,e:io ;
They are equipped with citizens have functions. How- the other important institu‘-
different intellectual pre- ever, these functions are not tions in society, such as fam, |
requisites. equally important. Society is ly, businesses ang Organisa, <

based on traditions, values and
institutions which are central to
a harmonious and stable society.

list state of liberalism - the state must
safeguard cultural institutions, values and
ways of thinking so that these are not lost.
It must ensure cohesion in society. In con-
servatism, the relationship between the
state and the citizen is mutual: rights are
granted by the state, and the citizens re-
spond to these rights with their duty to-
ward the state and the nation.

Socialism

Karl Marx (1818-1883) originally formu-
lated socialism. He criticised liberalism
and the repression of the working classes
by industrialism in his works The Com.-
munist Manifesto (1848) and Das Kapital
(1867). To Marx, man is a socia] and
working creature closely connected to so-
cial communities and shaped by society’s
norms and values. According to Marxism,
there is a basic, built-in conflict in capita-
lism. On the one hand, the working clas-
ses sell their labour, and in return they re-
ceive payment in the form of wages. The
workers’ labour is thus traded asa com-
modity in capitalist €conomy in line with
food, clothing, etc. The workers are inte-
rested in getting higher wages, especially
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tions. The state should alsq
secure our cultura| heritage

because the value of the productiop they
make is higher than the pay they receive,
On the other hand, the employers decide
and plan production in the enterprises,
Employers are not interested in paying
more to the workers, but have an objective
interest in achieving the maximum sur-
plus — called profit - for their business,

According to Marx, these conflicting
interests were the reason for the class
struggle between workers and employers.
The point is that the workers are being ex-
ploited because their work is worth more
than their wages. Marx claimed that the
class conflict cannot be resolved if society
is based on capitalism. Instead, the class
struggle will lead to an increasing number
of conflicts and eventually lead to the col-
lapse of capitalism because of the funda-
mental contradictions.

Instead, Marx argued that abolishing
private property and introducing socid-
lism would be useful. In socialism there
common ownership: The state would .Own
the means of production (the enterprises)
and the workers control them. In this W2/
there is no conflict between workers 3% _
employers, and profits are distributed e
cording to work performance instead ©



Humans are social and
working creatures shaped
by society and dependent
on solidarity.

(e SR
Humans are social and
working creatures shaped
by society and dependent
on solidarity. Individuals will
care for, and consider ali
others.

struggle.

ownership. Socialisn: is often associated
with the phrase: From esch according to
his abilities to each according to his needs.
Solidarity is thus a key concept of socia-
lism. In socialism, there are mutual rights
and liabilities between citizen and state,
but emphasis is on the state safeguarding
the citizens’ political, civil and social
rights.

Marx was not only a socialist, but also a
communist. He considered socialism to
be a transitional form of society in which
a strong state must gradually eradicate the
bourgeoisie’s liberalist and capitalist ideas.
If successful, the different classes will dis-
appear in the long term and a communist
society will emerge. According to Marx,
communism is a classless society in which
individuals care about society and not just
themselves. When people are so conside-
rate, a state will no longer be needed. In
the communist society, the state will die,
and everybody will be able to perform ac-

The current capitalist society
is characterised by conflicts
of interest and class struggle
between employers and em-
ployees. Therefore, capita-
lism will disappear, and so-
cialism will emerge.

Organic perception of socie-
ty. The communist society is
classless, and there is no
conflict of interest or class

2t ,r/; ."_;“’“"]‘ i;v’<;t.‘," ot the ro

The socialist state must be big

and strong and assume owner-
ship of productions. It must try
to actively create equality and
prosperity for all citizens. It
must also eliminate old liberal
and capitalist ideas.

The state becomes redundant
and disappears.

cording to ability and enjoy according to
need. It has been discussed whether Marx
perceived communist society as a utopia
or as the highest stage of evolution. Today
most socialist political parties do not aim
for a communist society, while commu-
nist parties still believe communism is
possible. Although there are many diffe-
rent socialist views today, most of them -
share the criticism of capitalism launched
by Marx and support the idea that the
state must safeguard a high level of equali-
ty in society.

5.2 ldeological branching

Today, the classical political ideologies of
liberalism, conservatism and socialism
constitute a number of basic perceptions
of humans, society and the state, but so-
cial reality, political goals and the means
of the state have changed in step with so-
cial developments and the political de-
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bate. Instead, the old ideologies have pro-
liferated, and variants have emerged. The
following are the most central variants in
Danish politics in recent times.

Social liberalism

Social liberalism appeared at the same
time as Karl Marx criticised liberalism
and capitalist society. John Stuart Mill

(1806-1873) was the philosopher who for-

mulated the theory of social liberalism.

Like Marx, he could easily see problems of

industrial society, but his criticism was
less extensive than that of Marx. Mill had
the same perception of humanity and so-

ciety as classical liberalism and - contrary
to Marx - he thought it was enough to ad-

just the role of the state, so it became
slightly larger and stronger. The state was
to regulate more than the night-watch-
man state. In economic terms, social libe-
ralism agrees with the liberalist assump-
tion that a free market economy is the
most effective way to distribute resources.
But, like the Socialists, the Socialist
Liberals claim the free market has some
inherent problems. Social liberalism does
not argue that free competition will ne-
cessarily lead to increased prosperity for

all, but only for those who are competitive

in the labour market - society’s weakest
groups will not enjoy Adam Smith’s invi-
sible hand. Moreover, consumers and
businesses in a free market are likely to
consider their own selfish interests, and
this may lead to overconsumption that

does not allow future generations to enjoy

the same benefits. To compensate for the
inherent flaws, the state should provide fi-
nancial assistance to the weakest groups
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and ensure a sustainable development.
Several modern Danish politjca] Parties
can be described as social libers]. "De
radikale’, for example, were createq ona
social liberal basis in 1905,

Social conservatism and
national conservatism

Like social liberalism, social conserya.
tism is critical of the free market econg.
my. Social conservatism argues that in
free competition all citizens will fight each
other, and as a result liberalism cannot
ensure the goal of conservatism, which g
a stable and harmonious society. The role
of the state must be to ensure some con-
trol of the market to prevent conflicts

fram threatening society with dissolution,

The fizrsh Conservative People’s Party
was fooned in 1916 and has largely
evolved into a social conservative (or so-

cial liberal) party. National Conservatism
is a conservative ideology, which seems to
have regained its strength in the 2010s.

National conservatism is based on the
classical conservative values of experi-
ence, tradition, hierarchy, authority and
order. The concept of nation is strongly
emphasised because the nation and, in
particular, the national identity is per-
ceived as the existential framework of
Denmark’s historical, cultural and social
community which gives people attach-
ment and value. Without the nation-staté,
the experience and traditions that form
the basis of Danish culture will erode, and
Danish society, as we know it, will dis-
solve. With its strong focus on the nation-
state, Danish national conservatism is 0P~
posed to the EU.



social democracy

As ideologies, both social liberalism and
social conservatism have moved away
from the mother ideologies and towards
socialism. Social democracy, on the other
hand, has moved away from socialism and
towards liberalism so now the three ideo-
Jogies are relatively close. In the late 19th
century, socialism branched into two dif-
ferent movements — revolutionary and re-
formist socialism. Social democracy is re-
formist socialism advocating the change
of capitalist society by democratic means.
Social democracy accepts the free market,
but argues that the state should regulate
the market and ensure fair iiving condi-
tions for all citizens, such ¢ education
and health insurance. %
understand as a welfare e, Not surpri-
singly, the Social Demociats are the Da-
nish party based on social democracy.

i+ what we

Revolutionary socialism

In contrast to social democracy’s refor-
mist version of socialism, revolutionary
socialists argue that the transition from
capitalism to socialism can only be rea-
lised through major political and eco-
nomic changes, and it may be necessary
to use violence. The Red-Green Alliance
(Enhedslisten) and various communist
parties have perceived themselves as revo-
lutionary socialists.

Neoliberalism

While social liberal, social conservative
and social democratic thinkers unite dif-
ferent ideologies, other ideologists have
attempted to reformulate an original clas-

sical ideology in a contemporary context.
This applies to neoliberalism. The Ameri-
can philosopher Robert Nozick (1938-
2002) has formulated thoughts that have
also inspired Danish politicians — mainly
in parties like the Liberal Party (Venstre)
and Liberal Alliance. NozicK’s theory was
based on liberalism’s assumption that hu-
mans are inviolable and free, and he em-
phasised that humans should always be
perceived as a goal and never as a means
for others to succeed. The consequence is
that humans must never be forced into
something, but should always enter into
agreements voluntarily. Nozick compares
tax collection with slavery because citi-
zens will not voluntarily pay to all the
state’s activities. Why should retired peo-
ple pay tax to support students, for ex-
ample? Retired people do not benefit from
the state supporting students financially
(SU). Neoliberalism argues that the state’s
role in society should quite literally be
minimal.

Green ideology

The three classic ideologies are all in fa-
vour of economic growth and increased
prosperity. Disagreement is about how
these goals should be achieved, which
means to use, and how to distribute socie-
ty’s resources. The green ideology takes
an opposite point of view. It is opposed to
continued economic growth because
growth does not adequately care about the
environment and the climate. According
to green ideology, a clear political goal
must be to adjust human way of life to be
consistent with nature’s sustainability.
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Figure 5.3 Citizens' attraction to populism in late modern society
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Note: The figure was prepared by Jacob Graves Serensen for "ldeologi og politik" by Hans Lystrup, Systime

1989.

The green agenda also includes a desire
for a more balanced everyday life and the
empowerment of the citizens. Like every-
thing else in nature, humans are orga-
nisms, and human life should be adapted
to nature. This implies that the exaggera-
ted speed of late modern people, who are

eager to perform highly at work or school,

is a completely wrong way of life, but a

“natural” consequence of living in a socie-

ty designed to pursue economic growth.
The green ideology therefore argues in fa-

vour of a radically different idea of growth

with focus on reduced working hours as
production must be reduced and take
place with the conservation and improve-
ment of the entire ecosystem in mind.
Much of the stress that affects people in
Denmark and around the world and
makes them sick, according to the green
ideology, could be reduced if society was
established in an ecologically sustainable
manner.
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Populism
Unlike the other political ideologies,
popuiism is not a traditional ideology,
but ratlier a political trend that has always
been part of politics. However, populism
has gained immense political tailwind in
recent years due to the recession and fi-
nancial crisis in the late 2000s and early
2010s, increasing immigration to the EU
and the United States from non-western
countries, and increasing economic in-
equality. Populism has broad and strong
political appeal in the electorate. The phe-
nomenon seems to be linked to its ability
to present itself as a representative of the
real people who have been deceived and
lied to by a political elite. According t
populist politicians, the elite is a closed
and exclusive group concentrating only
on developing and exploiting the syste™
to enrich themselves at the expense of the
real people.

Populism argues that it will bre
the elites and their cultural, politicab S

ak with



cial and economic systems which, it says,
are invented to minimise the opportuni-
ties of the real people.

Right-wing populism will put an end to
the whole idea of pluralism and diversity
and stop the immigration that threatens
the national cohesion and the possibility
of real people to experience progress
within the national community.

Left-wing populism will break with the
existing economic thinking by tearing
down the social structures. Among
others, the French leftist presidential can-
didate Mélenchon stated he would require
all citizens earning more than three mil-
lion a year to pay 100% in taxes of each
penny they earned more than three mil-
lion. The populists question the political
discussions because they refuse to com-
promise. Since they represent the real
people, their proposals must necessarily
be in accordance with the will of the peo-
ple and therefore simply need to be imple-

mented in extenso. The growth of popu-
lism has been evident in the 2010s with
major progress for people such as Donald
Trump in the United States, Marine Le
Pen in France, Nigel Farrage of UKIP in

the United Kingdom, and Geert Wilders
in the Netherlands.

5.3 Parties and ideologies

To give an impression of the ideological
Positions of the parties, we normally use a
left-right axis based on redistribution
policy with the left end favouring eco-
nomic equality and a strong state, while
the right end prefers economic freedom
and limited state influence. See Figure 5.4.

The left-right axis indicates different at-
titudes to economic equality. If you are
left-wing, you belong to the red blo¢, and
then, by tradition, you support a high de-
gree of social equality, a high degree of re-
distribution of society’s resources through
taxes, and a large welfare state. The left
wing is thus characterised by the ideolo-
gies of socialism and social democracy. If,
on the other hand, you prefer liberalism
and want a high degree of economic free-
dom, low taxes and free economic choies,
this implies limited government power
and makes you right-wing and belonging
to the blue bloc.

In developed countries, however, where
citizens increasingly have their basic ma-
terial needs met, the parties’ competition
for votes is no longer only focused on re-
distribution policy, as in Figure 5.4. New
and non-material issues are also high on
the political agenda - we call them new
politics or value-based politics. Such is-

Figure 5.4 Danish political parties from left to right based on redistribution policy

Economic
equality EL

SF AL SD DF

LA Economic

Rv. VvV C freedom

Strong state

EL: Red-Green Alliance
SF: Socialist People's Party
AL: The Alternative

SD: Social Democrats

DF: Danish People's Party

Weak state

RV: Social Liberals
V: Liberal Party

C: Conservatives
LA: Liberal Alliance
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Text Bo: bsl.:e bloc - everyday differences in political attitudes
e often categorised as red bloc and those
most often categorised as blue bloc djsa-
gree in several policy areas. We have triaq
to illustrate how the parties in the blye
and red blocs respectively relate to a few

The political parties are usually grogped in
the red bloc and the blue bloc. It is a
somewhat simplified representation, _?Ut
provides an overview of how the political

parties differ in terms of redistribution poli- G

policy areas.

cy and value-based policy. The parties most

Social Democrats, Socialist People’s
Party, Alternative, Red-Green Alli-
ance and Social Liberals

Liberal Party, Liberal Alliance, Danish
People’s Party and The Conservatives

Not complete consensus on the
economic policy. Unlike the others,
the Social Liberals favour a higher
| retirement age and new economic
| reforms as in the 2011-201 5 peri-
| od. The party’s view of the econo-

Relatively high consensus on the eco-
nomy, but the Danish People’s Party is
against reductions in public budgets.
The party’s views on public budgets
and the significance of universal wel-

The five parties agree that the cli-
- | mate and the environment must
~ | have very high priority.

| Strong disagreement between the

| Social Democrats and the other

| parties. SocDem supports tighten-
- | ing in the area of immigration and

| refugees and is close to the blue
| bloc.

Consensus on high priority on pre-
ventive action against crime. In re-
- | centyears, the SocDems have sup-

| Ported a stricter course, but contj-

| NUe to emphasise the preventive
effort.

Consgnsus about fight against in-
equality, but not with what means

| my is close to that of the blue bloc. [ !

fare benefits are more in line with the

‘omplete agreement on climate
cnvironmental policy. The Con-
servatives would prefer a greener
"blue bloc” policy.

Qi

Mainly agreement, but sometimes
criticism in the blue bloc that the Da-
nish People’s Party makes immigration
the most important policy area in
Denmark.

Agreement that justice must be fair
but hard.

Agreement that inequality cannot, or
should not be completely eliminated,
but the Danish People’s Party is reluc-

: ‘ jcal:positions on the fj
L stiansen and Emi| A, Mosekjan

M2 cyppre s
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Figure 5.5 Parties according to old and new politics

Value-baseq policy

Redistribution

Left wing

AW

: Redistribution
policy <+« + )
X —»  policy
Left wing ’ . Right wing
v
Value-based policy
Right wing
Source: The figure is inspired by Jorgen Goul Andersen's original model.

sues include immigration, new technolo-
gy globalisation and crime.

A recent trend is issue-voting. In issue-
voting, people’s votes are based on single
issues. The voters consider the positions
of the political parties on the issue that is
crucial to them. Perhaps immigration, tax,
crime or climate is at the top of their
agenda, and they choose the party and
policy that is closest to their attitude. The
Danish People’s Party’s consistent and
clear attitude towards immigrants could
be a relevant explanation why the party’s
share of votes has increased through the
2000s and 2010s.

If we look at the value-based policy
axis in Figure 5.5, we find at the top of the
figure what we call the value-based left.
Here we find attitudes such as a more le-

nient approach to crime and punishment,
and more openness toward foreign cul-
tures introduced by immigrants and refu-
gees. At the bottom we find the value-
based right. Attitudes here will be a
tougher stance against criminals and dis-
tinct opposition to increased immigration
and foreign cultures. There is much to in-
dicate that both redistribution policies
and value-based policies are important to
politicians and the electorate.

In Text Box 5.2, we show you two mo-
dels. They can be used to study and ex-
plain the views of the various political
parties and predict their behaviour. An-
thony Downs’ model has been particular-
ly relevant to the study of the behaviour of
American parties, while it does not quite
as precisely explain the Danish situation,
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Text BOX 5.2 .
in the pehaviour of the polltlcal parties?

How do we explal
On the other hand, the voters are pri-

marily interested in ensuring the maximum
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fulfil this goal. party hat they Sxpectwl Wma‘
Downs' model implies that the parties {aC‘

do not care to0 much about ideology. The

change their ideological profile and Viewsy
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voters moving in. Vote maximisation is

the key. Parties with such behaviour are of-

classic M

the American pol
starting point is that all people a
everyoné wants 1o

and selfish, i-€- that
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interests. According 10 Downs, 4@ party’s
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sible in elections so t
maximum influence. That is why the par-

ties design ideological profiles and posi-
tions that they expect the voters to wel- ten called populist. e
come. tm ¢ |
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Figure 5.7 Molin’s Model

External
factors

somewhat in extension &1 nieviously cho-

sen positions (the contiuizy factor) to

make the party reliaiz'= 1 the voters.
Secondly, the pairy must consider the

partners it has — or can et — in parliament:

the parliamentary factor. The personal fac-
tor is about the credibility and clout of the
party leader and about his/her ability to
communicate. Finally, external issues cover
factors beyond the national political sy-
stem, but factors that affect the system:
decisions taken in the EU, demographic
changes, etc. Based on Molin’s model, po-
litical parties can be grouped according to

Figure 5.8 The behaviour triangle

o
_\A Choice of

position

the factor of the model that the parties
emphasise the most. Parties with high pri-
ority on the interest factor are called ideo-
logical parties, while parties that attach the
greatest importance to the parliamentary
factor are called pragmatic parties. Finally,
for populist parties, the opinion factor or
personal factor is the key factor. In Figure
5.8 below you can place political parties
relative to each other based on the parties’
weighting of the various factors.

Source: The text box has been prepared by Ja-
cob Graves Sgrensen. :

influence
pragmatism i




The slightly more complex Molin’s model
can be used to explain the views of Da-
nish political parties. Based on Molins
model, we can group the political parties
in relation to each other (see Figure 5.8)

Key concepts in Chapter 5

Capitalism
Comparative method
Conservatism
Downs' model
Issue-voting
Left-right axis
Left-wing
Liberalism
Marxism
Modern values
Molin's model
Neoliberalism
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New policy

Political branching
Political ideology
Political rights
Populism
Progressive ideology
Redistribution policy
Reformist socialists
Regressive ideclogy
Revolutionary socia-
lists

Social conservat s

based on the weighting of the mode[ fac-
tors. However, the positions of the partieg
change continually, and a genera] tenden-
cy over the past decade has been more
populist views among the parties.

Social democracy
Social perception
Social liberalism
Socialism
Traditional values
Value-based politics
View of human life
View of the role of
the state



