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Clive Staples Lewis (1898-1963) was bom in Bel-
fast As a child he wa.s fascinaced by the fairy tales,
myths and ancient legends recounted co him by his
Irish nurse. Later he became Professor of Medieval
and Renaissance English at Cambridge University,
a. literary scholar, critic and novelist. In 1938 he
published Outofthe Silent Planet, which was the
first of three science fiction novels with a. strong
Christian flavour. Together wich his fi-iendJ.R.R.

Tolkien he formed "The Inklings", a group offriends whometinOxford
positions. With He

Lye WitchandtheWardrobe(i949)hsbe^^senesofsevensto^]l
'lace in the magic,il land ofNarniawhere the child protagonists

learn the_value of courage, loyalty and great swi&ce^'^boo'k.
e; won him the prestigious Carnegie Medal. The Narnia

, åre bring filmatized. You ean visit C. S. Lewis at www.cslewis'.c
or www. narnia. com.

ancient ad).
ældgammel
recount vb. 6

protagonist.
hovedperson
sacrifice sb. a
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aar-raid sb. luftangreb
shaggyaif. langt og
usoigneret
fall on one's feet

idiom lande heldigt
' splendid ctdj.
fantastisk

LUCY LOOKS INTO A WARDROBE

.
^_ Once there were four children whose

names were Peter, Susan, Edmund

and Lucy. This story is about some-
thing that happened to them when
they were sent away from London
during the war because of the air-
ra-ids. They were sent to che house
ofan old Professor who lived in the

heart ofthe country, ten miles from
.^ the nearest railway station and two

miles from the nearest post office.
He had no wife and he lived in a very

large house wich a housekeeper called Mrs Macready and three servants.
(Their names were Ivy, Margaret and Betty, but they do not come into
the story much.) He himselfwas a very old man with shaggy white hair
which grew over most of his face as well as on his head, aiid they liked
him almost at once; but on Ae Hrst evening when he came out to meet
them at the front door he was so odd-looking that Lucy (who was the
youngest) was a littk afraid ofhim, and Edmund (who was the next
youngest) wanted to laugh and had to keep on pretending he was blow-
ing his nose to hide it.

As soon as they had said good night to the Professor and gane upstairs
on the first night, the boys came into the girls' room and they all talked
it over.

'We've fallen on our feet and no mistake," said Peter. "This is going to
be perfectly splendid. That old chap will let us do anything we\iker'
"I think he's an old dear," said Susan.

"Oh, come offit!" said Bdmund, who was tired and pretending not to
be tired, which always made him bad-tempered. "Don't go ontalking
like that."

'Like what?" said Susan; "and anyway, it's time you were in bed."
"Trying to talk like Mother" said Edmund. "And who åre you to say

when I'm to go to bed? Go to bed yourself."
"Hadn't we all better go to bed?" said Lucy. "There's sure to be a row

ifwe're heard talking here."
'No there won't, " said Peter. "I tell you this is the sort ofhouse where

no one's going to mind what we do. Anyway, they won't hear us. It's about

^tlTaTd :±tm hCT:dom:othatdming-room-a»danyamou"
and passages in between."

^wha, c'!cl:"nols!?:5aidl-ucysudd. enly-ltwasafarla^rhousethan
^^tlm^eenm-brfor^andthelhoushto~fau;hoases1^^

5 S^£:^ngmtoenwzm ^^S^^
"It's only a bird, silly," said Edmund.

lZuToo^^lp eTte!;. UTh;"ssoingtc',beawonderfuIPlaceforbi^.
" 
I^, ^m"bediT^^^Iet'TM dexPloretomorrow: ^^^^

10 TAmg_ina, place like'th. is- Didy°"-r"hose7oun^n"suasT^
S^±^ods?ThCTem4h;t:^::-=^^^

"Badgersl"saidLucy.
"Foxes!"saidEdmund.

is "Rabbits!" said Susan.

-hButJhennextmOTning cime there was a steadyrain faui"& »thick
tWwhenyoulookedout"ofAewin7owyouæ^l7e ln^ghesonitonucnk
cams^nor the woods nor even the stream in the gården."
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^t.Tlt for"chem :.along-low room with two Windows looking'ou'c^
ane direction and two in another.

lDo.stop gr.u,mbliung'_Ed'" said susan- "Ten to one ic'u ck" "P i" an

»^^st hemeantime'w:re^w:ll:ffin^^^
"Not for me," said Peter, "I'm going co explore in the house."

.
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^^l^^oom"full.ofpl ctyr es and there theyfo-d"uit'o/f
"nmo.ur:and"aftlr thatwasa room a" hung with g^n. with'al.arp Fn
s^^d, ^°^dure"tepsdc)w?a';dfi^p:^:^^^

3, 
^mdIllt I"pstaZha" and a door that^°"t°n»t'a bScaon^d1

" £^^^røs^atledintoeach;d;:r::::re:s^
^thTno.stf"!h,em:e7ddbooksand70 me^^^^^^^
etunrcvlA n^hor"dy/fer. that they Iookedmt0^^^
s^c^^^ne^. wrdrobe; thes0"^^^^"^^^

.. £^^^l-elsemtherooma':al;exæ^^^!

stag sb. (kron)hjort
badger A grævling
stream sb, vandløb,
bsk
wireless sb.

radioapparat (gi.
dags)
spare adj. ekstra
suitof'annourjfc.
rustning
looking-glass sb.
spejl
blue-bottle sb.
spyflue
window-sill sb.
vindueskarm
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moth-ball sb.

mølkugle
far A pels
stoop /stu:p/ vb. bøje
sig ned
queer adj. mærkeUg
prickly (»<(). stikkende
ex'claim vb. udbryde
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"Nothmg there!" said Peter, and they all trooped out again - allexcept
Lucy. She stayed behind because she thought it would be worth while
trying the door ofthe wardrobe, even though she felt almost sure that
it would be locked. To her surprise it opened quite easily, and two moth-
balls dropped out.

Lookingmto the inside she saw several coats hanging up - mostly long
fur coats. There was nothing Lucy liked so much as die smell and feel
of fur. She immediately stepped into the wardrobe and got in among
the coats and rubbed her face against them, leaving the door open, of
course because she knew thac it is very foolish to shut oneselfinto any
wardrobe. Sooa she went further in and found that there was a second
row ofcoats hangiag up behind che first one. It was almost quite dark
in chere and she kept her arms stretched out in front of her so as not to
bump her face into the back ofthe wardrobe. She took a step furrher in
- then two or three steps - always expecting to feel woodwork against
the tips of her fingers. But she could not feelit.

"This must be a simply enormous wardrobe!" thought Lucy, going still
further in and pushing the soft folds ofthe coats aside to make room
for her. Then she noticed that chere was something crunching under her
feec. "I wonder is that more moth-balls?" she thought, stooping down
to feel it with her hånd. But instead offeeling the hard, smooth wood
ofthe floor of the wardrobe, she felt something soft and powdery and
extremely cold. "This is very queer, " she said, and went on a step or two
further.

Next moment she found that what was fubbing against her face and
hånds was no longer soft fur but something hard and rough and even
prickly. "Why it is just like branches oftrees!" exdaimed Lucy. And
then she saw that there was a. light ahead of her; not a few inches away
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m'qmsitive

adj. nysgerrig;
spørgelysten

'pitter patter A klip-
klap; plisk-pla^k
glossyadj. skinnende
hoofA hov (pi også
hooves)
woollen guiden
muftier sb.

halstørklæde

pointedadj. spids
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incan'tationÆ

besværgelse
treachery /'tretfsri/ sk
forræderi

in a 'Uaitor's stead i

Stedet for en forræder
to be resur' rected vb.

at genopstå.
thicket sb. biiskads

"Yes!" said a. great voice behind their backs. "It is more magic. " They
looked round. There, shining in the sunrise, larger tha.n they had seen
him befare, shaking his mane (for it had apparently grown again) stood
Aslan himself.

'Oh, Aslan!" cried both the children, staring up at him, almost as much
frightened as they were glad.

"Aren't you dead then, dear Aslan?" said Lucy.
"Not now, " said Aslan.

You re not - not a - ?" asked Susan in a shakyvoice. She couldn't bring
herselfto sa.y the wocdghost. Aslan stooped his golden head and licked
her forehead. The warmth of his breath and a rich sort of smell that
seemed to hang about his hair came all over her.

"Do I look it?" he said.

"Oh, you're real, you're real! Oh, Aslan!" cried Lucy, and both girls
Hang themselves upon him and covered him with kisses.

'But what does it all mean?" a.sked Susan when they were somewhat
calmer.

It means," said Aslan, "that though the Witch knew the Deep Magic,
there is a magic deeper still which she did not know. Her knowledge
goes back oaly to the dawn of time. But ifshe could have looked a little
further back, into the stillness and the darkness before Time dawned,
she would have read there a different incantation. She would have known
that when a willing victim who had committed no treachery was killed
in a traitor's stead, the Table would crack and Death itselfwould start
working backwards."

The resarrected Aslan retums to the battle and the White Witch and her terrible
army åre defeated. Asforetold in the prophecy, thefour human children åre
installed as Kings and Qtteens ofNamia, which they govern well for a lang time,
only vaguely remembering their life in the real world.

One day while they åre out hunting, they accidentally find themselves back at
the lamp-post. Curious, they enter a thicket where branches grddually turn into
coats.
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A^dn.eMmoment they a11 came Eumblin8 out "fawardrobe door into the hundng arTay
empt y room, and they were no longer Kings and Queens in their hunt^ jagtuds^7
mg array but just Peter, Susan, Edmund and Lucy in their-old7lothes.
Ilwas-thesame day and the. !iame hour ofthe day on which they'hadall

: gone into che wardrobe to hide. Mrs Macready and the visitorswer^tiU
e; but luckily they never came into the empty room

ana so the children weren't caueht.

Andthu would have been the very end ofthe story ific hadn't been
felt they really must explain to the Professor why four ofthe

coMs out of his wardrobe were missing. And the Professor, who wa'sa
very remarkable man, didn't tell themnot to be silly or not toteIl'Ues"
but believed the whole story. "No, " he said, "I don't thinkitwUlbean'v
g.oodtry. ing to.go back throughthe wardrobe door co get the coats~You
won-t get into Narnia again by thdt route. Nor would the coats be mach
^e.by-n.owtfyou did! Eh? what's chat? Yes- ofcourse y°"'U-getbac'kto
^arTa.again some day-once aKingi" Narnia, always aKingoinNarma"

> use the same route twice. Indeed, don't
l It'll happen when you're not looking for it. And don't alk t&oo

among yourselves. And don't mention it
u^less you find that they've had adventures ofche same-sortch'e/msdve°sc

^you'Uén^alIright.Oddthir
they say - evea their looks - will let the'secret out. l

e, what do they reach them at these schools?"
^ And that is the very end ofthe adventure ofthe WMdrobe. But ifthe Pro-

ht it was only the beginning ofthe adventures ofNamia.
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spacious adj.
rummelig
maze-Uke adj.
labyrintisk
disorientaring itdj.
forvirrende

gloomyadj. skummel

Understanding the text
<L! mesetting:. when and where does the stoTY take Place?

How wouldyou characterize the atmosphere in theho'use:
creepy, spacious, endless, s^fe, labyrinthine, inrimate, maze-like. .
cosy homely, disoriencating, vast, weird, gloomy ... ' ~~' '"""'

' chhT^ersLM ThA£Aaracters peter. s^^ Edmond, Lucy and
^

the youngest
odd-looking
frightened
bad-tempered
the next-youngest
a.n explorer
inquisitive

very old with white hair
grumbling

likeable
no wife

like a mother
interested in birds

a little afraid

pretending
an old dear

sensible

excited

^ How do the children feel about staying in the house?
How do they spend cheir first day there, and whathappens to

5- ;Ztfrt7eds^m Ehe parenth£SIS m the fouowin^-^

Then she _£-&Lt__ thap t^ere was __^OJ^-^cm2h-
mg under her feer. -CI ̂ S^^_is thatmore~moA^Us7;she

tit, stoopmg down to ____ it with her hånd. But'
i!tead of.-^l^-;he hard'smooth wood °fthe~wardrobe,
s^m^±:-^^-^T soft and P°«'deryan'dext7eumetyc'

d^'This iswry_Q^_^(__» she said, ar
!TOfurther. Next moment she -f-o^^-that whatwas"ru ir
against her face and hånds, was no longe7softlfur. but _^ 6"'^^\6

y- [...] -^PJrw'(w^coldand^oft-
was falling on her.

-^ .Wtef"'.^-

Look at the words you have inserted: Why did che author choose
theseparticularwords to describe Luc/s'transitionfrom ̂ e'^1
world through the portal ofthe wardrobe intotheoCher'woridF

6' ^lthlwor^edaboutthe''verystrangeperson:that^
St.

Discuss what seems familiar and unfamiliar.
7 Mak!.surcthatyouknowth. emeamngofthefo"°^ng^rdsfrom

Che text, and then use them in a brief summaryofpag^ 29^0"
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> CommentonAslan-s'resurt. ecrion"1'^' tl'crroressor

?, ss^°sd °"f°m-""»p^»

ffi2=%5E^ss^-.

implicarion sb.
underforståelse,
logisk slutning

2.

Interpretation and perspectives
Grou^work with oral presentations
l. LWWasa. children's story

. ^-WW as a moral tale " --""-l^.

.3. LWWas a. religious atlegory"

4. ̂ Z^^'"u"d-"^^.
ascusslo w thehistori"'l scene at the cime when C. S. Lewi.

s^st ^^^:I;::^s^ewls
^ ̂ s ̂ ^^^mgth:Bli::^ ^

5. ^^^£^^Se ss^s;;^-^^a
Pind information aboutC. S:Lewis;life and works.

Grammar task: Nouns

d^sss^sfromthetextinriles^
Day, raU^ay. story, count^ sky;wife', h;of, fox, ̂an, n.ouse, child, foot
C. S. LBWIS
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