i . iver 2.5.1 GRAMMAR: THE DEFINITE ARTICLE
2.5 Tim Butcher: Blood Ri

In English the definite article (the) is used before some countries, e.g. the United Sta-
tes and the Ivory Coast. Generally, the article is included before countries with plural
names (the Maldives) or when the kind of state is part of the name (the Czech Repu-

blic). A few countries, however, use the definite article without following the general
rules.

1. Which of the following countries need the definite article before the name?
Does the use of an article follow one of the rules above?
¢ Bahamas

I * Gambia
| - o B » China * Ukraine
E ﬁ * Netherlands * lceland
! Hu y * Gambia * Ghana
i : ( * Philippines * Hungary
: * Congo * United Kingdom
l Katanga, the Congo » Nigeria

The British journalist Tim Butcher has travelled along the Congo River in Central & e e e
Africa in order to recreate the famous journey made by the reqowngd explorer
Henry. Sﬁhley infthe nineteghEh ceiitury. This excerpt is the opening of the book

Find the odd one out. All the words are from the excerpt from Blood River. The odd
y word out might, for instance, differ in terms of word class or mea
I you don't understand.

(the preface), in which Butcher tells us about his plans, the country he is travelling ning. Look up words
in and what he anticipates.
1. smallpox— leprosy — equatorial — endemic
2. itinerary — sorcerer — deferential — compound
V Ul A e ritish-2 i 3. sickle —tatty ~ smudgy - grubby
:I,::I;N i\%irton Stanléy"(18'41-,1904) was g,Blji_tisrh-Amgriganqugnalgst’ and }'enow.;vz_xgd .
* exploter. In 1871 he was sent on an expedition to find David Livingstone, physwlan.
missionary and éxplor'el;. Whoklfxq.d disappeared in Africa. Stanl?Y‘f?‘{Ed L1Ylfxgsmng .
- by Lake Tanganylka and greeted him with the famous words "Dr. Livingstone, I pre-
sume?‘; ;

** Three years later, Stanley travelled along the Congo River to Lake Victoria; the trip
that Tim Burcher retraces in Blood River. Like Butcher, Stanley worked for The Daily
3 Teleér‘aph.
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2.5.3 PRE-READING: VOCABULARY

2.5.4 GET UP! GO EXPLORE

1. The following words are all words associated with danger. Look up words you

individually or in groups:
are not familiar with.

arenot fam et . uncertainty 1. Look up the words and find objects in your school building AND outside i
: ein
e - st - endangerment t:f: school yard/school premises which you think can be described by the
. adjectives (all from the text i
. . soure B ! you are about to read) list:
- imperilment - Take photos of all the objects ftedbelon
riskiness .

+ source of dread
. pitfal * jeopardy
2. Your job is now to make a risk assessment of your school. What might go

wrong, e.g. in chemistry? You must include at least three words from the list
above.

3. The following words are all words associated with fear. Look up words you

Lol

Collect. your photos in a document where you connect words and pictures
and write one line to explain your choice.

Send your document to your teacher. You have 20 minutes. Gol

Ex

are not familiar with.
« terror « agitation = unrest
Faint Cl

« fright « trepidation * foreboding unky
» apprehensiveness = consternation * twitchiness Toxic a y
« the heebie-jee- = dismay * jitteriness e

bies » distress » the creeps
» fearfulness « the willies s anxious
* the shakes . timidity

* panic » disquietude

4. Pick two words from the list that might be used when you are very afraid and
two words for when you are only a little bit afraid. Use each of them in a sen-
tence.

5. Pick two words that might be used in a formal text and two words that are
informal. Use each of them in a sentence.

| Compass Grundbogtil1. og2. g
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2.5.5 PRE-READING: GETTING TO KNOW THE CONGO

The Congo has a long and complex history. Here is a list of statements about the
Congo.

Do some research on the Internet in order to decide whether the statements are true
or false. If the statement is false, make sure to write down the correct information.

1. The Congo used to be the private property of King Leopold of
Belgium.

2. The country’s current name is the Congo Free State.

3. The capital is called Lumumba after the first president the
country elected when gaining independence.

4. More than five million people died in the Second Congo War
from 1998-2003.

5. The River Congo is where Stanley found the lost Livingstone and
supposedly greeted him with "Dr. Livingstone, I presume.”

6.Joseph Conrad's novel The Heart of Darkness is set in the Congo
during the age of imperialism.

7. The Congo does not have any valuable natural resources.

8. Today, the name Congo might refer to two countries.

9. English is the country's official language.

10. The Congo River is the second longest river in Africa, almost
5,000 kilometres long.

Compass - Grundhog til 1. 0og g

2.5.6 PRE-READING: FIRST IMPRESSION OF THE WRITER

UMBER ONE
- et S

1. Search for pictures of Tim Butcher online and select two pictures.
2. What impression do you get of him?

Tim Butcher: Blood River: A Journey to Africa’s Broken Heart
(2009)

10

Istirred” in the pre-dawn chill, my legs pedalling for bedclothes kicked away earlier
when the tropical night was at its clammiest. I could hear African voices singingto a
drum beat coming from somewhere outside the Toom, but my view was fogged by the
mosquito net, and all I could make out around me were formless shadows. Slowly
and carefully, so as to not anger them, I reached for the sheet balled next to my
knees. It stank of old me and insect-repellent” as I drew it over my shoulders. I was
not just looking for warmth. I wanted protection. Outside was the Congo and I was
terrified.

On the grubby” floor next o the bed, my kit* lay ready in the dark. There were my
boots with their clunky” tread® and sandy suede* uppers”. Two thousand dollars
were hidden in each, counted carefully the day before': folded into plastic bags and

Stir rere pi sig insect-repellent (her) myggespray * grubby beskidt » kit udstyr clunky som giver en
tung, dyblyd + tread trin » suede ruskind » uppers overdelen pd stgvierne
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les”. There was my rucksack, packed and repacked several As I checked over the motorbikes I had lined up for my journey, I could feel that
tucked” under the insoles™. , il

more times for reassurance” with my single change of clothes, a heavy fleece, surv1
val bag and eight bottles of filtered water. Explorers who ﬁrs.t took on the Congo in
the nineteenth century brought with them smail armies bearing the latest European

the guard was anxious to reassure me. 'Don't worry, patron, everything is okay' he
told my arched back as I bent over a rear wheel. 1 was awake all night long and

nobody came over the wall.' He was a trained teacher, but the collapse of the Congo-
R * small- 5 lese state meant there was no money in teaching. The $30 he earned for a month of
i dicines to protect against ebola, leprosy’, sm

s firearms and the best available me

] L. * = s - * -
s ion I carried was a pen- nights spent swatting® mosquitoes in this compound” was enough to keep him from
* * endemic® diseases. The only protection ) :
pox” and other fatal” en i his pupils.
knife” and a packet ofbaby-mlg:ls ) ie. but all was dark outside. It lies on the Congo's The eastern sky was slowly growing more pale, but I turned to face west. Out there
Iwasinalarge to\‘am calledl fmlﬂ; dge of Lake Tanganyika, once connected by the darkness remained absolute. I felt a presence”. Between me and the Atlantic
eastern approach"es ,apor‘t m}:i:;:::wzridieyond. Forty years of decay” have turned 10 QOcean lay a primeval® riot of* jungle, river, plain® and mountain stretching for
10 boat with 'I.‘anzama.i, Za“:bla.m d its decrepit” hydroelectric” station could barely thousands of kilometres. For years I had stared at maps dominated by the Congo
itintoa dlsease-*ndden' mg an £ this huge country, the locals in Kalemie have River, a silver-bladed sickle", its handle anchored® on the coast, its tip buried deep in
muster” a flicker". As with the rest o g

. * . . . .
. ; t a permanent the equatorial” forest, but now I could feel its looming” sense of vastness®. It scared
i trical power as a rare biessing, no
long since learned to regard elec the
right. . R * 15 I have come to know well my own symptoms of fear. In ten years as a war corre-
i toruck the v Jrap , . i}
i d dressed, taking special care not
15 Now too anxious to sleep, I got up an
|

. 1. The charcoal burner”, used 1o warm the gl brck spondent I have crossed enough active frontlines and stared at enough airily-waved
ct e e he b(',o‘s. e d as 1 uniocked the double padlock” on gun barrels” to recognise how my subconscious® reacts. For me terror manifests itself
of rice I had eaten the Er;vm“: Eiltﬁcll‘::‘:;w:fded* security gate. ] was staying in a through clear physical symptoms, an ache that grows behind my knees and a cho-
ed ope : .
g::aie:i(u‘ii;’d?;;ﬁgl“;y withpmosquitoes and lacking running water, but the fact tl:.t - king dryness in my throat.
20 it housed an American aid group” made it a target in a country where acute pove tz
makes lawlessness routine. Against the lightening sky in the east I could make ou

crude line of jagged” bottle fragments” cemented to the top of the high perimeter

I'had spent three years preparing for this moment, planning and researching, and
it had already taken a week of delays and hassle* just to reach this spot, but the most
dangerous part of my journey was only now beginning. Feeling as if my legs were

about 1o collapse, I croaked" a faint* curse® against the obsession that had drawn me
* . 0 * *
walll . e there?" My voice set off  dog barking outside the ompound*. The night to the most daunting”, backward" country on Earth.
'Ts anyon ! 25
25 watchman stepped out smartly from shadows.

1 fingered a piece of paper folded in my pocket. It was a travel pass bearing the
smudgy” ink stamps of the local district commissioner, granting® permission for
'Butcher, Timothi' to make a journey overland to the Congo River 500 kilometres
away. It spelled out the modes of transport™ authorised* for the trip: bicycle, motor-
bike and dugout” canoe. To reach the river I would have to travel west, crossing
militia”. % Katanga, a province that has been in a state of near-permanent rebellion for more

than forty years, and Maniema, a province where cannibalism remains as real today
ks » Teprosy spedalskhed - as it was in the nineteenth centur}.r, when bearer parties refused to take explorers
tuck stikkeind  insoles indlae.gs?u -dre:lsi:l::;::ﬁ f:kr (aot ;a:;;:: ntl sbe ger; . ;Ptﬂmbesmmt egn) - there for fear of being eaten. Even if I made it to the river, I would still have 2,500
Pkt - by s i T g« ol Tamety -Gy
fald + disease-ridden sygdomspla.ilet; d;ml?xi:tfam::;rdli llehyimh::::lnl:i:l:n;t:;“;“s - gluey
vandkraft + muster frembringe - flicker lysglimt et i en-

) 35 - —welded primitivt svejset « bleak trasteslgs « aid group velgor:
}l:lcds;i[ga‘nizfil::k-himagngg:clla tsakkec:u-d:gmems ﬂl:er) glasskir - perimeter wall omkransende mur -

"Present, patron”.’ The tone of his reply made him sound like a soldier answering
roll call; subservient”, militaristic and deferential”. It was the tone of the Cong::i
drilled” into its people first by gun-wielding” white outsiders and then by cruel loc

swat smaekke, klaske * compound lejr, indhegnet omréde « presence nzrver « primeval ur- « riotof
(her) vildtvoksende « plain slette » sickle krumkniv » anchor forankret * equatorial zkvatorial « loom

Tejse sig truende « vastness enorm stgrrelse « gun barrel geveerlpb « subconscious underbevidst »
. . derdanig ¢ hassle besveer « croak kvackke = faintsvag « curseed » daunting frygrindgydende « backward tilbage-
jr, 1 . hetre » roll call navneoprdb » subservient uni

compound lejr, indhegnet omréde » patron

i stdende » smudgy udtveeret » grant gi 1
wielding at bzere og bruge et viben » mi pri-
deferential zrbpdig drill indlzere, ir2ne = gun: ilitia milits

= authorise give tilladelse
til = dugout udhulet (trestamme)
vat heer
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River
Kkilometres of descent” before reaching my final goal, close to where the Congo Riwi
spews” into the Atlantic. . .
pI remembered the reaction of the commissioner's secretary in Kalemie when I pad
collected the pass a few days earlier. After reading my itinerary he stopped1 wntmgé
s put his pen down very deliberately and raised his head to look at nfe. The .enses :
his thick-framed glasses were misty” with scratches, but 1 could still see his pupils
pulse with disbelief.
"You want to go where?'
"I want to go to the Congo River.’
10 "You want to go overland?’

‘Yes.' .
"My family comes from a village on the way to the river, but we have not been able

to go there for more than ten years. How do you think you will get there?"

"With a motorbike and some luck.' .

15 "You are a white man, you will need something more than luck. -

Shaking his head slowly, his gaze” dropped back Fo the travel pass, whic :s -
ped with the seal” of office of the District Commissxor.ler for North Kat'angla. o
ned to leave I looked round the office. It had a crack in one wall :so WIdZ C::: o
blue sky through it, an old Bakelite telephone connected to nothing, and a tatty

lar bouts™ of looting”.

B thz::ﬁiessoi?:eg: Pierre Kamulete had hidden his surprilse rather better “t,h:; ;
approached” him for permission to travel. He listened politely to my re}:]ues ,It hen
gestured” for me to join him over at the cracked wall where a large map gnfi .
foxed® with damp” patches” and bore place names that had notPeen us(?0 T ol

25 des. He pointed at the gap between Kalemie and the headwaters™ of the IIllgo - ;

*You see this road that is marked here?' His finger traced wha.t was shown o
national highway running due west” from the lake. 'It does not exist a:y ‘rin:r:.d e
the rajlway here. That does not work, eitlhe; A storrrlx \Z:s:::ie altway the bridge.

ou will use, but it will take you alo: ¥ .
30 kn;r‘l't‘izhwa:;f:li lack of roads that really worried me. It was the rebels, especially
melEVII:ia-lmn:?i: a corruption of ‘water-water' in the local language <.)f Swahili ax:ld ;efe(r;
to the magical water with which rebels douse” them.selves after it has bﬁen m;r :de o
with special properties by sorcerers’. Believers will tell you that bu el:sn oty
3 anyone sprinkled with the special water will fall harmlessly to the ground.

res . . mi oot - blik *

descent nedstigning * spew flyde ud i (i store mangder) * mnetar.yre]seplan ﬂaﬁ; .g::; -

seal segl ¢ tatty snusket, tarvelig » bout omgang * looting plyndring = apprloac 12 e esgt - ¢
ivetegntil = fox fugtplettet » damp fugtig * patch plet * headwater udspring + due w vest

gl i » :

douse overhalde « imbue (her:) tilfgje » sorcerer troldmand
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believers will tell you that mai-mai are well-armed, dangerous killers who answer to
nobody but themselves.
T'had seen my first mai-mai soldier earlier that day. He was sidling” along the pot-
holed* main road in Kalemie, He had the swagger” you see all over Africa when pos-
5 session of a weapon transforms a boy into a man. His uniform was typically hotch-
potch’, his beret® was cocked at a fashionable angle and his eyes were hidden by dark
glasses. But the thing that marked him out as mai-mai was that he was carrying a
bow and arrow.
"The traditional belief system is very strong, and for the mai-mai a bow and arrow
1o s every bit as good a weapon as a modern assault rifle. The arrow tip is dipped in
poison made from plants found in the bush and the poison is highly toxic®. Believe
me, it works.' My security briefing had come from Wim Verbeken, a human-rights

specialist at the local United Nations headquarters built in the ruins of Kalemie's
abandoned cotton mill*.

15 He explained how all the mai-mai in the Congo were meant to have put away their

bows and arrows a year earlier under the terms of the ceasefire” that supposedly
ended the country's latest civil war. But he also explained how outside the major
towns like Kalemie it was impossible to enforce* the agreement and how the killing,
rape and violence continued in the area I wanted to travel through.

'If we get reports of mai-mai activity, we are supposed to send a patrol to check it
out. But then we also have a strict policy” that we only patrol roads that are
"jeepable”, that we can drive down in a jeep. Here in Kalemie the jeepable roads stop
just a few kilometres outside town. I come from Belgium and this province alone is

fifteen times bigger than my own country. Nobody really knows what is going on out
25 there.'

20

T was grateful for his candour” as he spelled out the hazards®. He said there was a
particular mai-mai leader who liked to be known by his radio call sign Tango Four.
Wim described him in somewhat undiplomatic language as a 'psychotic killer' and
warned me that he was still out there in the bush. But Wim hadn't finished. He said

80 there were also reports of activity involving the interahamwe, Hutu fugitives® from
Congo's troubled neighbour, Rwanda. These were the murderers responsible for the
1994 genocide” of Tutsis in Rwanda and they had spent the last decade* surviving in

the lawless forests of eastern Congo. At this point Wim leaned right across the table
for emphasis.

35 ‘Believe me, you don't want to meet the interahamwe.'

sidle (her) luske * pothole huli vejen  swagger storsnudet optraeden, overdreven selvsikker facon =
hotchpotch miskmask = beret baret » toxic giftig = abandoned cotton mill forladt bomuldsmglle «
ceasefire vibenhvile » enforce hindhzve « policy regel « candour @rlighed « hazard fare = fugitive
flyptning » genocide folkemord » decade &rti
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Thoughts of rebels and poisoned arrows swirled* through my mind as I tucked*
the travel pass safely into a pocket. Someone could be heard running outside the
compound and then came a pounding on the gate. It swung open and the sweating
face of Georges Mbuyu appeared, gasping” an apology.

5 T thought I was going to be late. Let's go.'

Georges was a pygmy*. A man just five foot tall and half my body weight was to be
my protector through the badlands® of the Congo. It was then that the backs of my
knees really began to throb®.

Tim But-her: Blood River: A Journey ro Africa's Broken FHeart

2.5.7 COMPREHENSION: CHECK YOUR UNDERSTANDING

1. Answer the comprehension guestions individually. Write down your answers.

Who is Tim Butcher?

Where is Tim Butcher when the narrative begins?

How does Butcher feel about the journey?

What does Butcher bring for the trip?

By which means of transportation is Butcher planning to travel?

How long is the trip approximately going to be?

What is the landscape like in the Congo?

How do people react to his travel plans and why?

Which obstacles and dangers is Butcher facing on his trip?

What kind of people, what tribes live in the region, and what do we

learn about them?

k. Who is going to help protect Butcher on the journey?

2. Work in small groups. Write the letters a-k from the previous exercise on
small slips of paper and place the letters face down. Take turns picking a let-
ter. If you get letter e, you will answer question e and so on. If you cannot
answer the question, your classmates will help you out.

T@ e R0 T

— -

swirl hvirvle « tuck stikke ind + gasp gispe * pygmy pygms (folkeslag af sma Kker, som bLa. bor i
det centrale Afrika « badlands grkenomrader « throb ggre ondt

Compass - Grundbog til 1.

2.5.8 COMPREHENSION: DIVIDE THE TEXT INTO SECTIONS

1. Divide the text into sections, Give each section a heading which sums up

what it is about.
Meet up with classmates. Compare your way of dividing the text and your

Ileadlllgs Do your leISIOIIS a||d head“l S SIIOW a C!eal deve|OpIIIEIlt in tlle
g

2.5-9 COMPREHENSION: RETELLING THE STORY

, r.

Work in groups. Take turns selecting a word from the wordcloud below, Give
the word to one of the other group members.

Once you get a word, tell the other group members as much as you remem-
ber from the text about that word.

0 oplcal .canmballsm
rebellion

ar ness
backw J’d pQrblke
(Sseasesexplorers
w

2.5.10 ANALYSIS: SETTING THE SCENE

1. Read the first paragraph closely and discuss what mood Butcher creates and
how. What do you think he hopes to achieve by beginning his book like this?

In the opening paragraph, Butcher appeals to the reader's senses, How many
of your senses does he appeal to? Fill in the boxes below.

2,

e 4 Sight " vame TP Smel] | Touch”

A EUC Rl b 12 Cmmeyen

20 ggmens —n
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2.5.14 ANALYSIS: THE WAY THE WRITER PRESENTS HIMSELF

1.

Look up information on Tim Butcher.
1. What is his professional background?
2. What is his travelling experience? o .
3. Is any of this information important to bear in mind when reading
this text? Why/why not?
Butcher compares himself to nineteenth-century explorers who brought
armies and'medicine. He only carries "a penknife and a packet of baby-
wipes" (p. 116 1.6). He also tells us that "A man just five foot tall and half“my
body weight was to be my protector through the badtands of the Congo" {p.
1201. 6).
1. How does this make Butcher come across?
Find other ei(amples of how Butcher presents himself to the reader.
1. What impression of the writer are we left with, and what does that
i ?
do to our expectations for the story? .
Finish the sentences below and include relevant words from the pre-reading
exercise 2.5.2 (se side 111):
1. Tim Butcher constantly feels ...
2. InButcher's mind, the Congo is ...
3. Butcher clearly anticipates ... . ‘
Look at your answers in the exercise about dialogue 2.5.12 (se side 122_) and
discuss to which extent Butcher uses the dialogue to create a particular
image of himself. ' _
In conclusion, why do you think Butcher chooses to give the reader this
i i i i ing of the book?
impression of himself in the opening ' ' .
Compare the impression you got of Tim Butcher in Blood Rlv.er with the
impression you got of him in the picture. To which extent is it the same
impression? o o
Does Butcher manage to establish his ethos (reliability, credibility)? If so,
how? If not, why?

124  Compass — Grundbog
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2.5.15 ANALYS|S: CONCLUSIONS

1. What you have read is the beginning of the book. What does Butcher do to

entice his readers to continue reading about his journey? Make a list of his
devices and-discuss which one you think is the most effective,

2. What seems to be Butcher's reasons for embarking on the journey along the
Congo River? Write down three reasons and discuss to which extent they are
common reasons for travelling.

N

2.5.16 WRITTEN WORK: THE DANGER OF A SINGLE STORY

1. Find and watch the TED Talk The Danger of a Single Story by Chimamanda

Ngozi Adichie and write down Adichie's main arguments,

In pairs, prepare your arguments and then write a dialogue between Tim But-
cher and Chimamanda Adichie in which they discuss whether Butcher tells
a single story in the preface of his book. Adichie suggests that Butcher does

tell a single story whereas Butcher defends his text and argues that he does
not. You may use Messenger or a similar platform,

2,

2.5.17 WRITTEN WORK: BUTCHER AND HIS EDITOR

In his book, Tim Butcher writes that it was not easy to persuade his editor to let him
go on the trip.

1. Imagine you are Butcher and write a letter to your editor explaining why it

would be a scoop for The Daily Telegraph if you go on the trip. include the fol-
lowing points in your letter:

a. Whyisit interesting to follow in the reporter Henry Morton Stan-
ley's footsteps more than a hundred years later? Use your know-
ledge from the text Who was Henry Morton Stanley? (se side 110),

b. In which ways would the trip be similar and/or different?
¢. What might be achieved?
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