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bask vb sole sig; slikke
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pene‘tration sb ind-
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em’broiled adj viklet
ind i

ruling sb afgerelse
apparent adj tilsynela-
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contra'diction sb mod-
sigelse
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the window, Mr Lion, Mr Fox and Mr Buffalo entered the doors, while
Mr Hyena howled for a place in the shade and Mr Alligator basked
on the roof. Presently they all began disputing about their rights of
penetration, and from disputing they came to fighting, and while they
were all embroiled together the man set the hut on fire and burnt it to
the ground, jungle lords and all. Then he went home, saying: ‘Peace is
costly, but it's worth the expense,” and lived happily ever after.

Comprehension

1. Close-read the opening paragraph.
What is the relationship between the elephant and the man?
What happens, and how does the elephant argue for his right to be
in the man’s hut? Is that fair?

2. The King of the Jungle wants peace and tranguillity in his kingdom, and
therefore he appoints an Imperial Commission of Enquiry to solve the
dispute. Who are appointed to the Commission, and how do they
argue for those appointments? Is that fair?

3. What evidence does the elephant give?

— And what about the man’s evidence?

4. What are the findings of the commission? Is that fair?

| 5. What consequences does the ruling have — for the man and for the
animals?

6. Peace is costly, but it’s worth the expense — How does the story end? Is
that fair?

Analysis and interpretation

1. Who or what do the animals represent? Look at the way the king-
dom is organized and ruled, the way they speak and reason, etc.

2. Who or what does the man represent? Describe the stages that lead
him to the extreme (re)action in the end!

3. Discuss the apparent contradiction in the title “The Gentlemen of the
Jungle’. What in the real world may the words be a reference to? So in
that light, what might be Kenyatta’s message (or moral lesson)?

4. Why does Jomo Kenyatta'choose a fable to express his message, do

| you think?
|

Post-reading

1. Find information on Jomo Kenyatta and Kenya's colonial history.
How is this reflected in the story?

2. Make the story into a cartoon.

3. Dramatize the Jungle Law Court: the man before the Imperial Com-
mission.

4. Write a speech on the topic: Peace is costly but it's worth the expense.
Deliver the speech!

1 LUCY, a 10-year-old wh

Pink )

By Tudith Thompson, 198¢

Judith Thompson (1954 -
minimal space can conve

an individual, but the sy of a natio
a class, a community, a gender. In
which the brutality of South Afrj
alongside with a loving aduli-

n, and within that, the soy] ofa culture,

ca’s apartheid system comes into focus
child relationship.

Pre-reading |
1. From 1948 to 1994, South Africa was

under apartheid, which was

NON-EUROPEAN

CYEAN WOMEN
NIE-BLANKE VROUE

—_—

ABAFAZ|. BASAL].

' ite girl talking to her 4 ]
shot in g march, in her open coffin. ¢ ot ack e Nl

LUCY: NELLIE N ELLI

Going Global - Africa
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