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In this chaptcr youwill be introdiiccd to tlic history of Canada.
Professor Claire Campbell briefly introduces major evcnts in
Canadian history from thc last lcc Age tu tlie present da;', while
historian Forrest Pass mtroduccs the role the hvo vvorld vvars have
played in shaping Canada logcthcr vvith the ivorld famoiis poem,
"In Flandci-s Ficlds", byjnlin McCrae.

'llie fivc poems includcdby Moua Gouli) åre intendcd to provide
you wth a poctic image of Canada tiirough halfa centiiry.

Al thc end ofvvorking with this cliaptcr you shoiild be able to:

* list and explain central cvcnts in Canadian history.

* analyse rcpresenlalions ofCanadian history.

* discuss wavs in which llic central evcnts ean bc said to ha\'u
conU-ibutecl to tlie shiipiug of Canada.
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CHARTER 1

A VERY BRIEF HISTORY OF CANADA
Claire Campbell has been cm associate professor at Dalhousie University in Nova Scotia, and isjoining
thefaculty at Bucknell University in Pennsylvania. She teaches Canadian history with a particular interest
in environmental issaes. Her interest in Canadian Studies was sparked over ten years ago when skewasa

visiting lectwer at the University of Aarhus.
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WHILE REÅDING

l Below you will find a timeline of Canada.

l ^f Fill in the events at the correct marks on the timeline as you read.
Appr. 17000 BC - appr. 8000 BC - appr. 1000 AD - 1534 - 1541 -1605
and 1608 - 1670 - 1755 - 1759 - 1763 - 1812 - 1821 - 1847 -1858 - 1867 -

1869 - 1885 - 1917 - 1946 - 1965 - 1966 - 1971 - 1982

l ^ The text has been divided into eight parts indicated by Roman numerals.
Although you have to read the entire text, each of you will be assigned
one of these eight parts that you must focus on well enough to be able
to summarise it in detail.
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Appr.
17000 BC

Appr.
SOOoBC

Appr.
1000 BC

A Very Brief ffistory Of Canada
"If some countries have too much history^ said the prime minister of Canada
in 1936, "we have too much geography" Canada has a history, too, but it is
intertwmed with its vast geography. As the second-largest country in the worid,
the story of Canada is a response over centauies and by different peoples to the
North American environment.

inIBr'twln. (vb)-væn
forbundet med

vast (adj)- vidtstrakt
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Paal Kane, Assimboine Hunting Bufalo (ca. 1856)

I

n'lnu (vb) - tndte sle About17, 000 years ago, during the last Ice Age, a land bridge aUowed peoples to
uaeTb) udskære migiate OntO the North American continent. As the glaciers began to rehreat from

n'bound (vb) - il komme North America, they affected the shape of Canada to come, leaving deep glacial
d.S»cl (ad)) - sriig lakeS, such as Lake Agassiz in Manitoba and Lake Iroquois in Ontario; carving
.Bccupy(vb)-beætt8 ^^ valleys and scraping the Canadian Shield, a bed ofgranite underlying much
~si'" "" ofeastern and northern Canada; and defining ocean shorelmes as the continent
^,Z"u(S'-'al" rebounded from the weight ofthe ice. By 10, 000 years ago, distinct language and

nonIamBnkanskinnsdyT cultUTEll gTOUpS of Fu-St Nations occupied the continent, relyuig on the lesouices

of regional ecosystems, whether the salmon ofthe West Coast, the bison ofthe
Prairies, or the caribou ofthe Arctic.

For millennia, then, "Canada" was the temtory ofthese different nations but
connected by extensive trading networks. The first connection with Europe came

TIMELINE OF EVENTS AT CANADA-S HISTORY
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Pierre Desceiiers, Mappemonde (ca. 1550)

about 1000 AD. The Norse traded with Inuit in the far north for things like whale .N<"" (,uba) - nordisk.
ivory, and had estabUshed a srnall settlement at lAnse aux Meadows to explore , /°lk,
the Gulf of the St. Lawrence. About 500 years later, the riches ofthe sea drew fleets n««, (.ab.t) fladT
from Portugal Spain, France and England to the eastern coasts ofNorth America c^,!"^b"o'k-
in pursuit ofwhales and cod. In the 1500s and 1600s, explorers, especially fi-om .n.°i?^; ?u ^
France and England, began searching for ways through or around the continent i»sct, akdSawmis
in hope of reaching the Far East. Jacques Cartier (saUing 1534-41) sailed up - and i^'cTlSSc..
named - the St. Lawrence River, which would be the major route into Canada for "»''..* »«o"«da.
centuries; and borrowed the Iroquoian word for viUage, Kanata, to name the area.
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iiniblc(uij)-jnrdb[uBs-
al'lurc (subst) - tiltrækning
'harvest [subst) - udbytte
e'mcrge (vb) - kominc Gren-i
pn»'vidc(vb)-forsyne med
com'mercial (adj) -

handelsbetingede
agenda (subst)-

dagsorden
tur (subst) - pels
voyalgeur (subst) -

(specielt i Canada)
Opdagelsesrejsende!
vilde omrader

abo'riginal (adj) - indfødt
'venture (vb) - vove sig
.»>lidly(ad»)-«lent
.proflublelui))-

indbringende
'populous (adj) - fdkerig
confln«d(»dj)-bcgiæniet
.ferUle(»lij)-fr»die
dia'tinctlve (adj) -

karakteristisk
. hlitiitMl(subn)-

fransksproget indbygger
sought(vbl-datid af rerir

ige
dralnmto(vb)-lBbei. di

II
Because ofthe colder cUmate and the limited amount ofarable land, the allure of
Canada would be harvests of natural resources. Emerging European empires began
to exploie and occupy the continent, pioviding them with wealth and power in the

eariy modem age. In 1605 (on the Bay ofFundy) and 1608 (on the SL Lawrence), the
French began two colonies, known as Acadie and Canada (or la iwuvette France).
These were driven by reUgious and commercial agendas, by the Catholic Church
and the to tråde, which would define the relationship between Europeans and
FirstNations for two hundred years. Coureurs des bois (-mnners ofthe woods")
and voyageurs reUed on aboriginal knowledge and technologies like the canoe to
venture further west. By the 1660s, Canada was solidly part ofFrances Atlantic
empire, never as profitable or as poptdous as colonies in the Caribbean, but useftil

foi 'its fish and furs. Confined to the fertile St. Lawrence River valley, Canada dso

developed a distinctive landscape oi seigneuries, strips of land farmed by habitants
who were now thinking of themselves as Canadiens.

The north attracted the British, too. Explorers like Martin Frobisher and
Henry Hudson sought a northwest passage through the Arctic, and in 1670, the
new Hudson's Bay Company (Canadas oldest company today) won rights to
"Ruperts Land," all the land draining into Hudson's Bay - half of present-day
Canada - in their search for furs. Their French rivals explored the Mississippi

Benjamin West, IheDeath af General Wolfe (1770)
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Valley, the Great Lakes and the plains. The fur tråde and the growing population of
the Thirteen Colonies set the French and British on a collision course by the end of
the seventeenth century.

III
Canada in the eighteenth century was a battleground between British, French,
Americans, and aboriginals. Islands and territories were traded in treaties;
strategic alliances were formed with First Nations; the eastern seaboard was
populated by rival fortresses, as at Louisbourg and Halifax; thousands ofAcadians
were deported to places like Louisiana in 1755. Skirmishes m the Great Lakes and

i the interior showed the growing pressure ofthe booming Tlurteen Colonies -
twenty times the population of New France. Ihe British victory in 1759 on the
Plains of Abraham at Quebec signalled the faU ofNew France and the creation,
briefly, ofa single British North America.

In the 1763 Royal Proclamation after "the Conquest," Britain recognized both
French legal and religious systems, and aboriginal title to land. These have
influenced Canada to this day; but ironically, helped spark the American
Revolution. This dirided British North America into two new countries. one

promising 'life, liberty, and the pursuit ofhappiness" (the United States) and the
other "peace, arder, and good government" (Canada). Canada was flooded by

'treaty(subst) - traktat
.8eabo«rd(subst)-k»lt
Toifcress( subst) - fæstning
.lUrmnhfmbst)-strid
in'terior (subst) - det indre

>f landet
procta'mation (subst) -

erklæring
'recognizc (vb) - anerkende
.

llbertytaubsl)-frihed
pur'suit (subst) - stræben

Peter Rindisbacher, Hudson's Bay Company officials in an express canoe crossing a lake (about 1S25)
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Robert Harris, TheFalhers ofConfederation (sketch, 1883)

pro>pcl (vb) - ftemdrive
.era (subst) - tidsperiode
'rivalry (subst) - kappestrid
intcr'marriage (subst) -

thousands ofpeople seeking to stay loyal to the Crown (Loyalists), and whose
presence resulted in the creation ofnew colonies.

A new far tråde company in Montreal, the North West Company, propelled
a great eia ofrivalry and expansion in the fur tråde, with explorers such as Samuel
Heame. Alexander Mackenzie, and David Thompson travelling rivers and lakes to
map the entire continent to the Arctic and Facific oceans. The -chUdren ofthe fur
tråde: bom of intermamage, especiaUy of voyageurs and First Nations, emerged
as a distinct group on the prairie, known as the Métis. After 1821, the HBC held
the entire western interior to the Pacific: a government in itself.

16 CROSS COUNTRY CANADA

TV
But the emphasis was shifting toward permanent settlement, first in the Great

Lakes and then on the prairies. After repelling American invasions during the
War of 1812, the 49"' paraUel was chosen as the so-called "undefended border"
between Canada and the United States. Now thousands ofnew emigrants,
especiaUy from Britain, arrived as pioneers in the wildemess or "bacbvoods:
The divide grew between the conservative elite and reform-minded settlers,
resulting in a campaign for greater political rights and even brief uprisings
known as the 1837 RebelUons. Ten years tater Nova ScoUa became the first
British colony to obtain "responsible government" - whereby the colonys

'cmphasis (subst) - vægt
re'pcl (vb)- drive tilbage
.panl]el(ubit)-

breddegrad
'uprising (subst) - opstand
»b'fin(vb)-apnå
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CHAPTER l

'councll (subst) -
ridsforsamling

'legislature (subst) -
lovgivende forsamliiig

c'xecutive (subst) - den
udøvende myndighed

.uuwcnbletadj)-
ansvarlig

e'lectarate(siibst)-

fod(vl))-sivtni!iringtll
prompl(vb)-medføre
staplc (vb) - stabelvare,

vare der haves i stor

nuengde
dcbt(mblt)-8BU
.deadlock (subst) -

dødvande
confede'raUon (subst) -

statsfoibund

bl'camcnilfadj)
. legislature(subst)-
tokammerparlament

ap'point (vb) - udnævne

governor chose his council from the dected legislature, making the executive
^nswerable to the electorate fol the first time - and the other colonies soon foUowed.

New roads and canals - such as the Rideau Canal, between the Ottawa River
and Lake Ontario, and the WeUand Canal, bypassing Niagara FaUs - connected the
growing population and fueled industrialization in Ae St. Lawrence VaUeymcities
Uke Montreal. The Grand Trunk RaUway was the longest railway in the worid by the
end ofthe 1850s. Meanwhile, discovery of gold on the Fraser River prompted the
creation of a new colony ofBritish Colombia on the Pacific coast in 1858. Whether
by river. raU, 01 pipeUne, the export ofraw resources - from^fishand fur to wheat,
timber, minerals, and now to oil - has always been -staples- for Canadas economy
andplaceintheworld.

v

In the eariy 1860s, debt from railway constmction, political deadlock fears of
Americanexpansion, and the need for new trading agreements between the
colonies propelled four colonies (Canada East and CanadaWest, NovaScotia,
andNewBiunswick) to agree toterms ofConfederation. The resulting British
North America Act, which came into effect on l July 1867, created the Dominion
of Canada, spelling out powers for the federal and provincial governments.a
bicamerallegislaturcwith an electedHouse ofCommons and an appointed

MOTUEB. BlUTANinA-"
V-SCIÆ SAM.-" (ycowrve
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Cartoon. Canada, 1870
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Parliament Buildings an the OttawaJRiver, with loggingraft, circa 1882

Driving the last spike, Craigellachie, 1S85

"All Together now'. From Canada: Jhe Granary qfthe World (1903)
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n'm»u(ad))-f)un
'lumber[subst)-tBmmer
aspi'raUon (subst) -

forbåbning
re'malntvb)-forbliv
ac'quire (vb) - erhverve sig
nc'gotiate (vb) - forhandle
'purchase (subst) - køb
'seUlemcnt(subst)-

feal (subsi)-bedrift
Iandsur'veying(subst}-

landmåling

Senate, and continued loyalty to the British Crown - this was not a dedaration of

''Theremote lumber town of Ottawa had been a compromise choice for the
national'capital - betoeen French and En^ish Canada, and safely distant fro^
theUnited'States. Conseivatives and reformers coalesced into the Conservative
md'Liberal'parties. Confederatton was a pragmatic agreement, far more Am an

.pirations; indeed, itwouldbechaUengedbyprovincial
and'regiond divisions almost immediatdy, divisions that remain charactmstic
ofCanadianpoliticallife. _ ^ ,.. __.. A".

"Confedreration did allow espedally those in Central Canada to pæsue their
ambitioTof'acquinng'tovast continental interionln 1869 thenew govemmentrf
C'an"adanegotiated the purchase of Ruperts Land from the HEC: °"e "fthelargest
Fand'salesTnhistory. This opened the door to a massive campaignfor western
Tettlement. reciuitinghundreds ofAousands of emigrants from abioad and^^
completmgatianscontinentalrailwaymlSSS-anincrediblefeatofengineenng
and land surveying.

AY. fackson, The Red Mafile (1914)
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'Let'sgo, Canada'" World War I poster
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CHAPTEB1

lii'lln6ll«l(«d])-uspi aBet

spike(subst)-spiger
ex'llngullhlvb)-

ttlintetgøre

anhl'liclaeo(8ubst)-
»gruppe

in'cile(vb)-anspore
. controversy (subst) - strid
lU'verrily(subst)-

mangfoldighed
.govcroor-'gencral

[subst) - generalguvenøc
munitions (subsi) -

ammunition

a'chievement(subst)-
tedtlft

'notably (adv] - især
vie (vb) - konkurrere
.ventun(iubt)-

forBtagende
'showcase (vb) - udstille
'culUvtc(vb)-dyike

'impact(subst)-
indvirkning

Trwrie 'Dust 'Bowl

(>abi. t)-M30'Bmes
hårde stovslomie og
tørkeperioder der
ødelagde landbrugets
afgrøder på den
noidamerikanske prærie.

aa'tonomy(subst)-
selvstyre

'sovereignty(subst)-

VI
A Métis from Red River (now Winnipeg), Louis Rid, led two uprisings in protest^
thefirstresulted inthe creation ofManitoba, abiUnguaIprovince with someMétis
landrights, but the second ended with Rids hanging the same week as the'^last
spike-'was driven in the transcontinental railway. The North WestMountedPo^e ,
([ater the Royal Canadian Mounted Police), formed in 1873, provided the federal
governmentwith an importantpresence in the vast noithwest temtory. Acqmnng
Ae west for setflementalso meant extinguishing aboriginal Imd claims through
a series ofnumbered treaties that framed the status ofFirst Nations within
Canada forthe next century. Britain also transfened the entire Aictic archipelago ,.
to'Canada in 1880. While the discovery of gold in the Yukon indted a border
controversywiththe United States, the fiTontier at this timewas still the western
prairies; th'e north would become th«; new fronUer ofthe mid-twelltiethcentu^

Despite its ethnic diversity aiid francophone populations across the country,
many Canadians considered tfae new Dominion "First Daughter ofthe Bntish
Empire- well into the twentieth century. British governors-geneidplayed an
important cultural role, including giving the Stanley Cup and the Grey Cup to
hockey and footbaU. Canadian troops fought with British forces in the South

African War and the First World War. The explosion of a munitions ship in HaUfax
harbour m 1917 was the largest man-made explosion m history befare the nudear .
bomb.'Several moments ofthe world war marked a new sense ofCanadian identity
and achievement, notably the batUe ofVimy Ridge in 1917.

VII
inthe 1920S and 1930s, this new nationalism vied with tfae realities ofmass cultuie.
New ventures and institutions - artwork by the Group of Seven, radio by the
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation - showcased distinctive Canadian voices,
espedalty in cultivating a mythology ofnorthern wilderness. But the war had^
marked a turn away dom Empire and toward North America, in American radio
andfflmand in a common automobile landscape. Both Canada and the United
States felt the economic impact of tfae Great Depression and the Prairie Dust
Bowl, inspiiing a number ofpolitical experiments m response to the weaknesses
of'capitalLm"%e most influential in Canada was the Cooperative Commonwealth
Federation, a social democratic party (that would become the New DemocraUc
Party and Canadas third major national party in 1961).

Canada entered the Second World War with much more autonomy, and
played an important role in major battles such as the Battle ofthe Atlantic. Ortona,
andjuno Beach on D-Day. In the postwar worid, this meant a commitment to
being a -middle power" m multilateral organizations such as the United Nations
(melding in the Korean War) and in peacekeeping operations around the worid,
and wrestiing with issues ofterritoria] sovereignty in the far north.
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Aislin, On the tabte (September 12. 1986)

A BRIEF INTRODUTION TO THE HISTORY OF CANADA 23



CHAPTERl

cell'tenniaIM)-
hundredSrs-

fe'rocity (subst) -
voldsomhed

du'ality (subsi) -
dobbdthtd

.»sculntaijl-verdrils
au'tonomnus (adj) -

selvstænd^
'advocate (subst) - fortaler
e'lecloml(«dj)-''. ilg-
mcaiis (eubst) - metode
lU'nlncltaiD-iiiaUIt
n'ri!.lt(vb)-»enil«

.palriated - cnreidraget
'charter (subst)-

stiftelsesdokument
rc'roain (vb) - forblive
cun'sistentdd))-

konsekvent
.recent (adj)-nylig
'decade(subst)-arti
rein'force (vb) - forstærke

a'chieve (vb) - opnå
'andent(adj)-forhistorisk

There were newlandmarks ofnationhood: Canadian citizenship m 1946, a
newfl. iginl965, hostmgthe international Exposition in thecentenmalye^of^
1967. But the rdationship with the United States became even more compucaiea:
nationalists lobbied for piotecting Canadian culture while others proposed

continental fi-ee tråde agreements.

VIII
OlFregional and culfairal tensions appearedwith new ferocity. canadade^red
itselfoffidaUybilingual and bicultuial in 1966 to recogniz
dudity7and--multic"ultural in a bffingual framework-ml971 to acknowled^^
feTdiyei"^ of7migration especially after 1945. But in the eaity 1960s, Quebe^
Revolution tranquilk (The Quiet Revolution) announced a modem, secular^nd
moreautonomous state, and over the nexttwentyyears advocates ofseparatism
t'ookto both violent (the FLQ) md dectoial (le Parti Quebecois) means, even ̂ ^
whitethercst of Canada eventually accepted Quebecs statais asa-distinct society.
N^energyresourcesespeciallymAlbertaproinptedtherestofthep^nces^
c'hallenge&Ae~powe7ofOttawaasweU. Thisresultedinyearsofconstitutional^

,tiato, revisitingthe balance ofpowersestablished in 1867. Theconstitution
Bntainto Canada in 1982 as fae Canada Act at the sam^time^

asuaA7charter''ofRi^tsandFreedomscameintoeffect. ButthestatusofQuebec
and Krst Nations wittrin Canada remains a subject ofongoing debate.

- Canada ranks consistendy among the best countries inthe.
to Uve; The neoconservative turn of recent decades has caUed into question^om^
rftedefimngmyths and characteristics, such as its image of extensive wUderness
and'it7sense°ofmternationalism, but reinforced others, such as itsdaim to^
^themtemtory7D espite the ambitious promises ofmulticulturalism, sociale
democracyTand-goodgovernmenCthereismuchworktobedonemach^ng
^ronm'ent^an°dsoaaljustice. Evenwithitsancientglacialoiigins, Canada
is still a young country, and an unfinished project.
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A

Patriation ofthe CanadaAct, 1982
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WORKING WITH THE TEXT IN CLASS

l ^ Sum up your timetines in class, and discuss any uncertainties or differences that may anse.

GROUP WORK AND ORAL PRESENTATIONS

+ Based on your designated part of the text from while reading, create a comic strip (perhaps
even a digital one by using www.stripgeneraiior.com) that explains a part of Canadian history
in five to ten frames.

.+. If there åre elements in your part of the text that you don't quite understand or just wish
to research further, please consult the links found at www.canada.ca .̂  about Canada ^
History.

s

^ Display your comic strips in a class presentation.
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