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SeT Md anor^a at the time tfle^s"w-u^sn'^d

MANIC STREET PREACHERS, 1994

ayssincellastpissed
l Cheeks sunken and despaired
So gorgeous sunk to six stone

Lose my only remaining home

s See my third rib appear
A week later all my flesh disappears
Stretching taut, cling-film on'bone
I m getting better

Karcn says rve reached mY tal'8et wdght
. « Kate and Emma and Kristin know its^ake

Problem is diet's not a big enough word"
I wanna be so skinny that I rot from view

I want to walk in the snow
And not leave a footprint

" Iwanttowalkinthesnow
And not soil its purity

Stomach collapsed at five
Lift up my skirt my sex is gone
Na]<:edandlovelyand5st2

» May I bud and never flower

Myvision'sgettingblurred
But ] ean see my ribs and I feel fine
My hånds åre trembling stalks
And I ean feel my breasts åre sinking

st = stone ca. 6,35 kg
lb=pound pund, 454 g

de'apali (vb. ) fortvivle

BOrgeous lækker, dejlig

taut stram
ding-fflm husholdmngsfilm

mil (vb.} UIsmudse

.exfsb. ) køn

bud skyde knopper

blurred sløret

tremble ska-lve, ryste
stalk still;
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choke kvæle

safvour nyde
sole ene
Ry'vita mærke af

rugmelsknaekbred
co'coon puppe(hylster^
shed kastes af

fuss lave vrøvl, protestere

'skeletal basal; som et skelet

'frenzy vanvid

.stockinged (adj.) Ifart
strømpebukser

Tvnggy ~ kvindelig. en( elsk
fotomodel fra 1960'erne, kendt
for sin tynde, drenge ie krop

scatter spredes (og forsvinder)
gelf-e'steem selvværd
bore (ab.) keddlf

dødbider
a'pplaud klappe (ad r ogen)
scum rak, udskud
'pamper forkæle, pylre om

'epilogue efterord, efærspil

'dignity værdighed

blankly tomt

Mother tries to choke me with roast beef

And sits savouring her sole Ryvita
That's the way you're built my father said
But I ean change, my cocoon shedding

I want to walk in the snow...

Kate and Kristin and Kit Kat

All things I like looking at
Too weak to fuss, too weak to die
Choice is skeletal in everybody's life

I choose my choice, I starve to frenzy
Hunger soon passes and sickness soon tires
Legs bend, stockinged I am Twiggy
And I dorit mind the horror that surrounds me

Self-worth scatters, self-esteem's a bore
I long since moved to a higher plateau
This discipline's so rare so please applaud
Just look at the fat scum who pamper me so

Yeh, 4st 7, an epilogue ofyouth
Such beautiful dignity in self-abuse
I've finally come to understand life
Through staring blankly at my navel

Yet another member of the notorious Club 27: Richey Edwards, who went missing at the age of 27 in 1995 and
was officially presumed dead in 2008
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Analysis and
interpretation

Comprehension usien to the song on YouTube.
1- s;sn ly remainin9 home"thatthe voice-or s^. -

2. Whatdoesthe titte refer to?

1 KSS- "."'"ltt""' - .~ uld ..»". »"^
^ In what sense is she "an epilogue of youth" at the end ofthe song?
5. How do her parents try to help her?

For help, see "Analysis Angles: Fjction Texts".
1' why..doesthBSP8aker anttc"osewei9ht?Aspartofyour

answer, explain in what sense she wants to
.X- rot from view"

* "not leave a footprint" in the snow
.X' not soil its purity"
* "budandneverflower"

2. W^ the "beautiful dignity in self-abuse" the speaker has
3. C^ompare the speaker-s view of her development with her

fnend!'-and_parents'views of <t-ls it obviouswhichv'iews the
^^. stocons. d. saneandnotsane;es^S

'. Sr.lzs""""* "w ". ""«'"
5' ̂ Sjh^!aldewcesare used inthe son9 - ^ with what

efflcts?Rhetor":al d8vices include- fo''exam3ple"rhym'els!
alliteration, metaphors, similes, paradoxes~'8ndpunsr. '""'

6. Doesthe musicfitthe meaning ofthe lyrics? Why/why not?
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Discussion 1. Do you know anyone who suffers from anorexia or another eating
disorder? If so, what in the sang do you recognise from their
situation (if anything at all)?

2. What do you think ofthe parents in the song? Do they seem to do
enough andthe right things to helptheirdaughter?Why/why not?

3. As its full name indicates, anorexia nervosa is a psychiatric
disorder - even though it has severe physiological consequences.
What makes it a mental illness?

4. Whatmay explain the factthat anorexia occurs much more often
infemalesthaninmales?

5. Studies show that anorexia and other eating disorders åre on the
rise in many countries including the USA, the UK and Denmark.
Whatmightexplainthis?

6. What could be done to fight anorexia?

Woman wifh anorexia nervosa

244 AN6LES

Parallels

Writing

^

Compare the speaker ofthe song to Esther in The BellJar, p. 223.
'. s;s' to"'h OTb"m' ." ..u''i-r»"- .""...-. i.
2' ,M.atLsomeo!the. causes ofthe 9irls' Probl^s be similar? For

Uss quotes or other examples fron, the texts to support your answers.

Choose one ofthe føllowing assignments;
1' !!I,r?lpoemio r. the lvrics for a son9»in which the girl in "4st^i^i=^^

analysis and interpretation questionSL

^^r=;'hpractice-com'choose-^-w^,.tips about persona! letters. and read the

3- WHr!la n,opin!on.piBceon eatin9 disorders a"d the fashion

^UJfryfo', an!nternational "^Paper'Statewh^^ think
^^c^ectionbetwBen ̂ ^. ^^^ ̂ r
S^^nlh "1glhould be dwe abc)"'tit. 'Give7e'aso°nsfoBra;oaur
tZZSUSeexampl6s-e-9-fromyou-rown'exper°^^

^;^to w^e the poe. or opinion piece, re. e. berto comeup with a title.

Information
seareh

1. On the Internet, find information on

* ;he widespread rise in Batina dis°rders a.ong boys and men,
* Manic Street Preacher Richey Edwards and his

2' nnlo ne ormore classmates who have worked an the otherquestion andtell each otherwhatyouhavel f'ouund"ou'tc '
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