What is fantasy, Notes on pp. 8-12
One way of defining literary fantasy is simply to say that it deals with what is impossible – it is only a fantasy
Fantasy explicitly denies what we know about the world
It is quite remarkable how many traits even the weirdest fantasy world contains which are quite similar to traits in our real world:
· The inhabitants of these worlds need food, drink and sleep
· The landscapes consist of the same things as our landscapes (rivers, mountains, valleys etc.), and quite often on a map similar to our kind of maps
· Events and actions must seem plausible and realistic within the fantasy world in order to be accepted by the reader – you cannot let fairies wave their magic wands and then solve the problems on the last page
· THEREFORE: A certain degree of realism is required!
Fantasy=imagination => to be able to imagine something
Fantasy stories deal with metaphorical descriptions of inner conflicts
Is Fantasy only for children?
The insistence on a happy ending, the righteous WILL prevail (but not without sacrifice and loss), therefore it helps us to “repair” reality

What you must look for in Fantasy: 
· Setting, what kind of world is this? Is it a secondary world (is this the only world in the story?)? Or does this world exist next to the real world? Then it is a parallel world, and then there must be a portal and a reason for the co-existence of the worlds
· Time, does it look medieval or what?
· Structure and plot
· Conflict
· Point of no return, the moment of recognition, something must be done!
· Quest, a mission!
· Happy ending, the eucatastrophe (Tolkien): The good catastrophe, the happy “turn”
· Characters: The protagonist must be special, yet ordinary, the chosen one, but still innocent, some sort of assistants and /or a guide or mentor, an enemy that must seem bigger than the protagonist
· Magic, there must be some sort of magical inventory
· Genres, see the definitions on p. 12, try giving examples of these!
