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UCLA - University
ofCalifomia at Los
Aageles
bu'coUc adj. landlig
en vision i/fc. vise

a'gnmanadj.
landbrags-
mistyaj;. tåget

ofdaily life that for the most part
there's no magic to it anymore,"
says Vivian Sobchack, a. professor of
film and television studies at UCLA.
"The promise of science and tech-
nology has been normalized. The
utopian vision we had didn't come
to pa.ss."

The magic would have to come
from somewhere else, and we found
it in fantasy. Swords, not lasers.
Magic, not electricity. Villages, not
cities. The past, not the future. It's
a world we see in the creepily cozy

work of Thomas Kinkade, whose
soft-focus paintings of bucolic
never-never lands has brought his
company. Media Arts Group, al-
most $75 million so far this year.
Fantasy envisions a society mod-
eled loosely on agrarian medieval
Europe, chough with plenty of
Vaseline oa che lens. Anritechnolo-

gy, antiglobalist, it's a misty, water-
colored memory ofa way we never
were. But ifthe vision is imaginary,
the longing for it is very real.

Written assignnient
Write a composition in which you discuss one ofthe following state-
ments:

l. At a time ofuncertainty, popular culture looks backwards fer
comfort.

2. Technology has become an everyday and familiar element in our
lives, thus losing its attraction, its magic. Therefore we must find
magic somewhere else.

3. Concern for the environment, the Vietnam War and Watergate
were significant factors behind the popularity of The Lord ofthe
Rings in the 60s and 70s. Today, we have a similar situation.

4. Science fiction is out, fantasy is in.

5. Fantasy is a boys' thing; girls don't like it.
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THE NARNIA CHRONICLES:
THE LlON, THE WlTCH AND THE
WARDROBE

^

C.S. Lewis

Clive Staples Lewis (1898-1963) was bom in Bel-
fast. As a child he was fasdaated by the fairy tales,
myths and ancient legends recounted to him by his
Irish nurse, Later he became Professor of Medieval

aiicientadj.
ældgammel
recount vb. fortælle

protagonist sk
hovedperson

^ sacrifice sk offer
a literary scholar, critic and novelist. In 1938 he
published OM ofthe Silent Planet, which was the
first of chree science fiction novels with a strong
Christian flavour. Together with his friendJ. R. R.

Tolkien he formed "The Inklings", a group offriends who met in Oxford
for many years to read aloud and discuss their compositions. With The
Lian, theWitchandthe Wardrobe (1949) hebegaa a. series ofseven stories, all
taking place in the magical land ofNarnia where the child protagonists
leam the value of courage, loya.lty and great sacrifice. The final book,
The Last Battle, won him the presrigious Carnegie Medal. The Narnia
books åre being filmatized. You ean visit C. S. Lewis at www. cslewis. org
or www. narma. com.
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LUCY LOOKS INTO A WARDROBE

air-raid A. luftangreb
shaggyA;y. langt og
usoigneret
fall on one's feet

idiom lande heldigt
'splendide.
fantastisk

-^- once there were four children whose
names were Peter, Susan, Edmund
and Lucy. This story is about some-
thing that happened to them when
they were sent away from London
during the war because of the air-
raids. They were sent to the house
ofan old Professor who lived in the
heart ofthe country, ten miles from

«^ ^ the nearest railway station and two
miles from the nearest post office.

l^gehousewith^housekeepercalledMrsMacreTdy^dthrve7s ler;laZsy
^heiLnameswerexvy' MaJ-garet and Be"y, bu«hey^norc om^Z
Ss toZm.uch;)Hehimselfwasaveryoldman^hs^^^^^^
Sirew. rimTofhl^face as wel1 asonhishea^d Ae^^^^^^^
Sla lmls t Monce/butoa the firstevemngwhen^^
them-atthe. frontdoor he was _so odd-l°°^gthat'Lu7y"(whoTasllthce
youngest)_was a !itde afrald ofhim'and Edmund ̂ ho w:s"ch:ne^
^S'^^^m^"^^"mTa^^^-
^T.aShldsaidgoodmghttotheprofessorandg°-upstairs
^he first night, the boys'came into the girls'room^Tt ^al^al^d

.

rewe'wfallenon ourfeet and no mistake'" s^ Peter. "This is goine to
be.Tperfealy_splend!d- Thatold chaP^lkt"Tdo^yth^gawseffk engto ,

iear, " said Susan.

Joh:æleofflt!ls aIdEdmund'whowastiredandPr"^ingnotto
lbeketit'heft. which always made himbad-temPered-TDO^g°'u°"^l^^
^iklwhat?",sald susan': "and anyway> ic's ti^ you were in bed. " 

3.

,
S,I?lo taIkukeMother-: said Edmund:-«An/dwho"are'^uuto say 3

when rm to 80 to bed? Go to bed yourself'7
if^Lw e. all"b"te[go to bed?"said Lucy- "There>s su- t° be a row

calking here."

.
'Nl?!lwon'tl".said peter-<CI tel1 you thls is the ^ "fhouse where ,c

"oone'sgo.ngtom, ndwhatwedo. Anyway,7heywonThe^u^Z^ 4[
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ten minutes' walk from here down to that dining-room, and any amount
ofstairs and passages in between."

"What's thac noise ?" said Lucy suddenly. It was a far larger house than
she had ever been in befare and the thought of all those"Iong passages

, aad^-ows^ofdoors leading into empty rooms was beginniag co make
her feel a little creepy.

"It's only a. bird, silly, " said Edmund.
"It'sw owl," said Peter. "This is going to be a wonderful place for birds.

I shall go to bednow I say, let's goaadexplore tomorrow. You might find
) anything in a place like this. Did you see those mountains as we came

along? And the woods? There might be eagles. There might be stws.
There'll be hawks. " " " --o---s-

"Badgers!" said Lucy.
"Foxes!" said Edmond.
"Rabbits!" said Susan.

But when next morning came there was a steady rain falling, so thick
that when you looked out ofthe window you could see neither the moun-
tains nor the woods nor evea the stream in the gården.

"Ofcourse it wouU be raining!" said Edmund. They had just fiaished
their breakfast with the Professor and were upstairs in the room he had
set apart for them - a long, low room with two Windows looking out in
one direction and two in another.

"Do stop grumbling. Ed, " said Susan. "Ten to one it'll clear up in an
hour or so. And in the meantime we're pretty well off. There's a wireless
and lots ofbooks."

"Not for me, " said Peter, "I'm going to explore in the house."
Everyone agreed to this and that was how the adventures began. It was

the sort ofhouse that you never seem to come to the end of, and it was
full ofunexpected places. The firsr few doors they tried led onlyinto
spare bedrooms, as everyone had expected that theywould; but soon they
came to a very long room full ofpictures and there they found a suit o'f
armour; and after that was a room all hang with green, with a harp in
one corner; and then came three steps down and five steps up, and then
a kind oflittle upstairs hall and a door that led out on to a bakony, and
then a whole series ofrooms that led into each other and were Imed'with
books - most ofthem very old books and some bigger than a Bible in a
church Aadshortly after that they looked into a"room that was'quite
empty except for one big wardrobe; the sort that has a looking-glass in
the door. There was aothing else in the room at all except a d^aTbYue-'
bottle on the window-sill.

stag sb. (kron)hjort
badger sb. grævling
sa-eam sb. vandløb,
bæk
wireless sb.

radioapparat (gi.
dags)
spare adj. ekstra
suit of 'armour sb.

rustning
looking-glass sh.
spejl
blue-botde sk
spyflue
window-sill sk

vindueskarm

C.S. LEWIS
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pli:

moth-ballA

mølkugle
fur sb. pels
stoop/stu:p/vfcbøje
sig ned

queer adj. mærkelig
pcickfyadj. stikkende

ex'claimpfe udbryde
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^ss^^s^s
s^^^^^s:h:^:=^
sl^^7bhersurprlseltopene^uit-^^^t

STh^Sl^T. b!hindth^first-onrI t"w:szc°^tTd^^
s?n^^^=^s
'^^^. ^^.sp^^^
^S^T?.asmplL?ormouswardrobel;thoughtLucy, gomKStill
^^^s^^^:^co:^^^s^

C. S. LEWIS

^_h!.rl?e backofthe wardrobe ought to have been, but a long way off.
Something cold and soft was falling on her. A moment later she found
that she was standing in the middleofa wood at night-tim'e wk'hsnow
under her feet and snowflakes falling through the air.

Lucy felt a little frightened, but she felt very inquisitive and exrited
as well. She looked back over her shoulder and there, between the dark
tree-trunks, she could still see the open doorway ofthe wardrobe7nd
even catch a glimpse ofthe empty room from which she had set out. (She
^dl. ^æ_u"e,'Jeft the dom op.enl fw she knewthatit is avery siltyt hmg
co shut oneselfinto a_wardrobe. ) It seemed to be still daylightthere"^
!!n-.a^Tsget ̂ ck ifanything g°N wrong," thought Lucy°She~began
to walk forward crunch-crunch over the snow and through thewoodto-
wards^the orher light. In about ten minutes she reached it and foundit
was a lamp-post. As she stood looking at it, wondering why there was a
lamp-post in the middle ofa wood and wondering what to do next, she
heard apitter patter offeet coming towards her. And soon afterAata
very strange person stepped out from among the trees into the light of
the lamp-post.

Ul'qmsiUve

adj. nysgerrig;
spørgelysten
'pitter patter A klip.
klap; plisk-plask
glossyadj. skinnende
hoofjfc hov (p/, også
hooves)
woollen adj. ulden
muffler sb.

haktørklæde

pointed adj. spids

.
11 '; l !1

^ »å

He was only a little taller thaa Lucy herselfand he carned over his head
an umbrella, white with snow. From the waist upwards he was likea man~
bu^hislegswere shaped like a goafs (the hair on them wasglossyblaA)

goat's hoofs. He also had a tail, but Lucy did
notnotice this at first because it was neady caught up over the armthat

.la so as to keep it from tr^iling in the'snow. He had a red
woollen muffler round his neck and his skin was rather redd7shtoo. 
had astrange, bue pleasant little face, with a short pointedbeard'and

air, and out ofthe hair there stuck two horns, one on each side

C. S. LEWIS
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'parcel A pakke
what with ... and...
idiom dels pga. og
dels pga.
faun/f:>:n||fa:n/
sk faun: romersk
skovgud
start A sæt

presentlyi idf. for

tiden, nu

etemal adj. evig
encbaatedadj.
fortryllet; forhekset
lure vb. lokke
overthrow vb. støde
fra tronen
eventuaUyaiu til
sidst, omsider

^£t^dhor2i :j1:^^^^ sald) held the umbr^ -

^S^^SSSSS
.^^^s"'^^^'^e

"Goodness gracious me!" exdaimed the Faun.

Atømo<<.t!WIKCy^"nte'-e^no^^''^"^ ^. ^^t
"^=i^2^ES:=;s:z^^

!

»£'£;ss::sr-"<^---^ ".---.,
. >T-

JO.' -..

^ It was quke definitely lighter by now. Each ofthe giris noticed for the
; the white face ofthe other. They could see the mice nibblir

away; dozens and dozens, even hundreds, oflittle field mice. Andat'ks^
one by one, the ropes were all gnawed through.

> The sky in the east was whitish by now and the stars were getting fainter
- all except one very big one low down on the eastern horizon. They felt
edder than they had been all aight. The mice crept awayagain' '
The prkdearedaway the remains ofthe gnawed ropes. AsTan looked

more like himselfwithout them. Every moment hisdead facelooked
> nobler, as the light grew and they could see it better.

In thewood behind them a bird gave a chuckling sound. It had been
so still for hours and hours that it startled them"Then anotherUrd
answered it. Soon there were birds singing all over the place.
It was quite definitely early morning now, not late night.
"I'm so cold, " said Lucy.
So am I," said Susan. "Let's walk abouc a bit."

They walked to the eastern edge ofthe hill and looked down. The one
Ligsta,r had, almost: disaPPeared- The country all looked dark grey, but
b_T.nd'at. thf, very end ° he worid'the sea showed pa.le. Theskybegan
to turn red. They walked to a.nd fro more times than they could cowt
between the deadAskn and the eastern ridge, trying to keep warm;'and
oh^how tired their legs felt. Then at last, as'they stood for a moment
^°l!mg.T,towar,ds the sea andcair paravel (which they could nowjust
make out) the red turned to gold along the line where'the seaandthe
sky mer and very slowty up came the edge ofthe sun. At thac moment
they heard from behind them a loud noise - a greM cracking, 'deafenmg
noise as ifa giant had broken a giant's plate.

'What's that?" said Lucy, clutching Susan's arm.
"I -1 feel afraid to turn round, " said Susan; "something awful is hao-

pening."

^"They're doing something worse to Him, " said Lucy. "Come on!" And
she turned, pulling Susan round wich her.
The rising ofthe sun had made everything look so different - all

colours and shadows were changed - that for amoment theydidn't see
the important thing. Then theydid. The Stone Table was"broken into
two pieces by a great crack that ran down it from end to end; andthere
was no Aslan.

"Oh, oh, oh!" cried the two girls, rushiag back to the Table.
«^'_ir'stoo bad',','sobbed Lucy; "they might have left the body alone."
"Who's done it?" cried Susan. "What does it mean? Is it magic?'7

nibble vb. bide
chucUe vk klukke
startle vb. forskrække
to and fro idiom frem

og tilbage
ridge sk bakkekam
make out vb. skimte
clutch vb. gribe
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spacious Ædj.
rummelig
maze-like adj.
labyrintisk
disorientaung adj.
forvirrende

gloomy^;. skummel

Understandmg the text

L ES^^^^S^
. ss§^s?^d"
2' E=?SiS^nd>Lueymd

the youngest
odd-Iooking
frightened
bad-tempered
che next-youngest
an explorer
inquisitive

veryoldwithwhitehair
grumbling

likeabk
no wife

like a mother
incerested in birds
alitdeafraid
pretending
an old dear
sensible

exdted

32

exdted
34. S::S£chIldrenfeelaboutst^lng-^house?
4. H^ do they spend their first d^her:;:n^:^ppen. ,
s';zt;t':ri^m""p-he-m[hefcu°"°<p"^

T"helshlT-.--that chere was --__crunch-

^S:^[E=tEs"
insteadof_^ " " "A~»7,-;:;~":-, lr WI  herhand-But
she-~~ "' - [ae ftMd' smooth wood ofthe wardrobe,
coldT^hLTvery:-- TOftandpowdery and extremely'
^fw^^^^^^si^^^^
£^i:^::-~^^^"^vbms
'^^^""'. "^.^^^^^
s^-^ss"'-^. d-f"'-

"nderA"e>I^pu-peoTo utthe"verystran^ P-son" thatLucymeets

tøcuss what seems familiar and unfamiliar.

z ^^==sE^s^&°»
C. S. LBWIS

mice nibbling, the red turned to gold, his dead face looked nobler,
^gr!at C.TCkmg'. ^eafening noise' shaking his mane, Deep Magic,'
Deeper Magic, willing victim, wardrobe, the Professor

8. Gommene on Aslan's resurrection.

9. Discuss the apparent para. dox of time in our world compared to
that ofthe magical world.

10. "You won't get into Narnia again bythdt route, " the Professor says.
Discuss the possible implications ofthis statement.

implicarion sb.
underforståelse,
logisk slutning

2.

Interpretation and perspectives
Group work with oral presentations
l. LWW ILS s cbildTen's story

On one level, LWWis a simple children's story. Look for elements
that åre designed to make it a good read for children, such as char-
acters, plot, language, style, narrative technique.
Z-WV as a moral tale

On another level, LWWcw be seen as a representation ofthe clas-
sical struggle between good and evil. What is characteristic ofthe
good and the evil, respectively, in this text?
LWWas a religions allegory
Same people see LWW^s a Christian alkgory. Find out what an
allegory is and see ifyou ean find Christian symbols and biblical
parallels in the text. You may use this web ske
"t^J/cslewis'drzeus-net/PaPers/lionwitchallegory-html
LWWin a historical perspective
Discuss how the historical scene at the time when C.S. Lewis
wrote LWW might have motivated him to invent Narnia.
Find information on life in London during the Blitz in Wodd War
Two. Use this web site: www.eyewitnesstohistory. com/blitz. htm
LWWin a biographical perspective
Find information about C. S. Lewis' life and works.

4.

Grammar task: Nouns

?ne^°,g'two d?gs; one catj tw° cats' one mouse> two ?? Normally, we

^ a. ^-s to,thl no^n to.put: it m the plural- Bul: there åre many excep-

uons to this mle. Put the following nouns from the text in the pluralanrd
deduce the rules. (Exercise also onWEB)
Day, railway, story, country, sky, wife, hoof, fox, m^n, mouse, child, foot

C. S. LEWIS
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