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THE LORD OF THE R|NGS:THE
FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING

J.R.R. Tolkien

John Ronald Reuel Tolkien (1892-1973) was bom
in South Africa but resided in the UK from 1895.
From an early age Tolkien showed rema.rkable lin-
guistic gifts and also began making up his own
languages. Tolkien was Professor ofAaglo-Saxon
and later English Literature at Oxford University,
but is best known as the 20th century's most im-
portant author of fantasy. After service in WWI
he began work on The Silmarillon (1997, posthu-

mously)'In 1937 he Published TheHobbzt, and in "Inklmgs->'sessrion7he
^ln:ttoducedd_raft poruons ofhis. ma^erwork, The£ordof'the Rings

), ser m an iavented version ofthe world he calledMiddle-earth.
This was peopled by Men (and women). Elves, Dwarves7TroUrO rc7and
lfcourseHobblts-Inthe 1960S he was taken "Pbymanymemberro'f
£he;[coun^-culture"krgely because of his concern w'khenvTronm^1

s. The new millennium saw another revival ofTolkien'sworks
witn Peter Jackson's filmatizarions. You ean visit J. R. R. Tolkiea at www;

posthumousIyA iv.

efter en persons død
åiaftsh kladde,
udkast

'hostile adj. fjendtlig
frank adj. ærlig
deceitful/di'si:tfal/
ad}, bedragerisk
affecrionatead/.
kærlig, hengiven
ruchless adj.
skånselsløs

bold adj. modig
cunningdtj;. snedig
treacherous

ftretfaras/adj.
forræderisk

com'passionate adj.
medfølende

caUous/'kælas/ad/
hjerceløs, afstumpet

Pre-reading
l. Good and Evil

Here^alistofadjecrivesthatarecommonlyassodatedwitheit
or evil. Discuss where you think each word belongs."
hostile

brave

frank

deceitful

cowardly
false

affectionate

ruthless

bold

cunning
heroic

reliable

treacherous

admirable

compassionate
callous
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BaUn tidligere
herre over Mona,
dværgenes
herredømme
TheShire ec område
i Middle-earth;
hobbittemes hjem
sar vb. røre på sig,
bevæge sig
tidings sb. pi. nyt,

nyheder
shaftAlysskakt
doven vb. præt. af
cleave kløve
wc sk ork:

modbydeligt
croldelignende væsen
scinutar/'simit3||-3r/
sb. krumsabel

blade A. klinge
'recessA

indskæring, niche
iron-bound adj.
jembeslået
chestsfc skrin, kiste
UttleAer. -kunUdt
slab sb. stenplade
pore over sth. vb.

fordybe sig i
pngetlyadv.

forsigtige
'fortunes sk pi.
skæbne

nighon/nai/itrfv.
nærved, cirka
blurred adj. sløret
slew vb. prat. af
slå ihjel
mere sb. sø
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THE BRIDGE OF KHAZAD-DUM

T, comPany ofthe Ring stood
silentbeside the tomb ofBalin. Prodo
thought ofBilbo and his longfriend-
ship with the dwarfand ofBalin's
vlslt tothe Shire long ago. In that
dusty chamber in the'mountainsrt
seemed a thousand years ago and on
the other side ofthe world.
At length they stirred and looked

up, and began to search for anything
that would give them tidings ofBa-

^^^^^~scma?c=^'^^
J^ZlT.Tr!s. clt lntherock. ofthewalls-andi-hemvvere
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dweu m:There is I <:anllot read what-A shaft is mentioned. Then BaUn ha,
set up his seat in the Chamber ofMaT.arbul'

TheChamber ofRecords, ' said Gimli. 'I guess that is where we now

Jel1^"°readno more for along way,
' 

said Gandalf, 'except the word

S^d^ndD^in'sAxe and something helm. rhenBaUnts'no^hrdo'fMoril
.. to end achapter. After some stars another handbegins,

and I ean seewefound truesilver, and later the word ^^"andfh ea'
something^have^! mithnl; and the last two lines Ointo^,
^^^ofThirdDeep, s^^^gow^ards, ^^, toHoUingater

Gandalfpaused and set a few leaves aside. There åre several pages ofthe
same sort, ratherhastilywritten and much damaged,' he said; 'but'Ica.n

ht. Now there must be a number ofleaves
missing, because they begin to be numbered five, the fifth yearof'the
colony, I suppose. Let me see! No, they åre too cut an'dstamedlTcann^
read them. We might do better m the sunlight. WaidHereTsso'meThin^
a large bold hånd using an EIvish scriot.'

.

That would be Ori's hånd/ said Gimli; looking over the wizard's arm. 'He
coyl d wrirewell^and speedily, and often usedAe Elvish characKrs'. 'J

: had ill tidings to record in a fair hånd,' said GandaTf. 'The
first clear word »sorrow, but the rest ofthe line isTost7unTessTends f'n
^:Y^'it must beyestre followed by day bemS ̂  tenth ̂wemhreBaUn
hrdofMoriafeUin DmrillDale. He wntalone  lookm rmn^^c
shothimfro m behindastone. We slew the orc, but many mare".. '. ^ from e^tu»{,

J.R.R. TOLKIBN

dwell vb. hvile,
opholde sig, gøre
holdt
'fbrgedadj. smedet
mithrilsb. ecletog
stærkt metal som
kun findes i Khazad-
dum

'armouryjfr,
våbenkammer
deep sb. dyb
set sth. aside vb. her:
bladre forbi

bold adj. her: tydelig
(flot)
' chalotters sb. pi.
skrift

ill ildj. dårlig
fair adj. smuk
yestre ° yesterday
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re'maindersfc. rest
bar vb. barrikadere

grim adj. grum; trist
smeared adj.
udtværet

trailing adj. som
fortaber sig el.
forsvinder

scrawl sk
krimskrams

sudden adj. pludselig
inutter vb. mumle

make a stand vb.

standse og tage
kampen op
'valiant ild,], tapper,
modig
grieve vb. volde sorg;
sørge

bear vb. her: styre
mod

tremble vb. skælve

theSilverlode. The remainder ofthe page is so blurred that I ean hardly
make anythiag out, but I think I ean read we have barred thegates, and then
ean hold them long if, and then perhaps horrible and suffer. Poor Balin! He
seems to have kept the title that he took for less thanfive years. I wonder
what happened afterwards; but there is no time to puzzle out the last
few pages. Here is the last page of all. ' He paused and sighed.
'It is grim reading, ' he said. 'I fear their end was cruel. Listen! tKr cannot

get out. We cannotget out. They have taken the Bridge and second hall. Frar and
LoniandNalifellthere. rhen there åre four lines smeared so that I ean only
^;a',Je",t 5 d^ T"The last. lines rul1 tte ̂00/ " "P to fAe ""<" at Westgate.
The WatchermtheWatertook Oin. We cannotgetout. The endcomes, andt°hen
drums, drums inthe deep. I wonder what that means. The last thingwrit-
ten is in a ttailmg scrawl ofelf-letters: ̂ ey åre wming. There is nothing
more Ganda-lfPaused and stood in sileat thought.

Asudden dfead and a ^orrc"' ofthe chamber feu on the Company. 'Wfe
cmnotgetoM^ muttered Gimli. 'It was well for us that the pool had sank
a little, and that the Watcher was sleeping down at the southern end'

Gandalfraised his head and looked round. 'They seem to have made a
last stand by both doors, ' he said; 'but there were not many left by that
time. So ended the attempt to retake Moria! It was valiant but foolish.
The time is not come yet. Now, I fear, we must say farewell to Balin7on
ofFuadin. Here he must lie in the halls of his fathers. We will take this
book, the book ofMazarbul, and look ar ic more closely luer. You had
better keep it Gimli, and take it back to Dåin, ifyou get a chance. It
will interest him, though it will grieve him deepty. Come, let us go! The
morning is passing.'

'Which way shall we go?' asked Boromir.
'Back to the hall, ' answered Gandalf. 'But our visit to this room has

nor been in vain I now know where we åre. This must be, as Gimli says,
the Chamber ofMazarbul; and the hall must be the twenty-first ofthe
North-end. Therefore we should leave by the eastern arch ofthe hall, and
bear right and south, and go downwards. The Twenty-first Hall should
be on the Seventh Level, that is six above the level ofthe Gates. Come
now! Back to the hall!'

Gandalfhad hardly spoken these words, when there
came a great noise: a rolling Boom that seemed to come
from depths far below, and to ttemble in the stone at
their feet. They sprang towards the door in alarm. Doom,
doom it rolled again, as ifhuge hånds were turning the ,
very caverns ofMoria into a vast drum. Then there

came an echoing blast: a great horn was blown in the hall, and answer-
ing horns and harsh cries were heard further off. There was a. hurrying
sound ofmany feet.

'They åre coming!' cried Legolas.
'We cannot get out,' said Gimli.
'Trapped!' cried Gandalf. [Why did I delay? Here we åre, caught, just as

they were befare. But I was not here then. We will see what -'
Doom, doom came the drum-beat and the walls shook.

'Slam the doors and wedge them!' shouted Ara.gorn. 'And keep your packs
on as loag as you ean: we may get a chance to cut our wa.y out yet/

'No!' said Gandalf. 'We must not get shut in. Keep the east door ajar!
We will go that way, ifwe get a chance.'

Another harsh horn-call and shrill cries rang out. Feet were coming
down the corridor. There was a ring and datter as the Company drew
their swords. Glamdring shone with a pale light, and Sting glinted at
the edges. Boromir set his shoulder against the western door.

Wait a moment! Do not close ityet!' said Gandalf. He sprang forward
to Boromir's side and drew himselfup to his full height.

'Who comes hither to disturb the rest ofBalin Lord ofMoria?' he cried
in a laud voice.

There was a rush ofhoarse laughter, like the fall ofsliding stenes into a
pit; amid the cla.mour a deep voice was raised in commaad. Doom, boom,
doom went the drums in the deep.

With a quick movement Gandalfstepped befare the narrow opening of
the door and thrust forward his staff. There was a dazzling flash that lit
the chamber and che passage outside. For an instant the wizard looked out.
Arrows whined and whistled down the corridor as he sprang back.

There åre Orcs, very many ofrhem, ' he said. 'And some åre large and
evil: black Uruks of Morder. For the moment they åre hanging back, but
there is something else there. A great cave-troll, I think, or more than
one. There is no hope of escape that way.'

'And no hope at all, if they come at the other door as well, ' said
Boromir.

'There is no sound outside here yet,' said Aragorn, who
was standingby che ea.stern door listening. 'The pa.ssage
on this side pluages straight down a. stair: it plainly does
not lead back towards the hall. But it is no good flying
blindly this waywith the pursuitjust behind. We cannot
block the door. Its key is gone and the lock is broken,
and it opens inwards. We mast do something to delay

harsh adj. ru, grov
wedge vb. sætte fast
med kiler

a'jar adj. åben, på
klem

shrill adj. skinger
datter sb. klirren,
raslen, skramlen

Glamdring Gandalfs
sværd

shone vb. pmt. af
shine

Sting Frodos dolk
hither ddy. hertil (gi.
dags)
hoarse adj. hæs
pit sb. hul
a. 'midprÆp. blandt
'claniounfc. larm
chrust vb. sukke

(ngt. ) frem
staffsb. troldmands-
stav

dazzling sdj.
blandende
whine vb. hvine

plunge vb. styrte
fly vb. flygte
thepur'suitA
forfølgerne

^
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heave vb. kaste el.
trække (langsomt og
møjsommeligt)
re'treatvfc trække

sig tilbage
quiver vfe skælve
grind vk skure
scales A ̂ /. fiskeskæl
hewyfe hugge (med
sværd, økse)
might sk magt
glance vb. glide af
notched adj. hakket,
skåret

wrath/rD9||ræe/A
vrede

stoopvfc bøje sig ned
'bideoasadj.
afskyelig
'bellowjfcbrøl
jerk vb. bevæge sig
hurdgtietryk
wrench vb. vriste
hurl oneselfat vb.
kaste sig imod
biteAbid. Her
overført: hans hug
med sværdet

rain sb. rambuk
'sta.ggervb. sti
luikken, vakle
rush sk nærmest:
lyden af travle
(fødder)
a'fi&ayA kamp,
slagsmål
dis'mayed
tiij- forfærdet,
rædselsslagen
'fiercenessA
vildskab

fledvb. fvæt.affles
flygte
duckcfc dukke sig
feUyfefslde=slå-
ihjel
sturdyadj. fast,
beslutsomt; stærk
smoulder vb. gløde
'chieftainA høvding
dåd adj. klædt
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Heavyfeet were heard in the corridor. Boromir i
,
hin, lle ],fagainst the door and heavedu"rort henu^
^^^wwl;blades"and ~S^W:Fwood^ The Company retreated to the othe^idel 'of°the
^Tle r.Bu^theyhad aochancetofly^"Th^e"was^

^TsSSS^^s

h?h^l:l^lLownmrpnse' Frodo fek ahot wr"h blaze up in

.^S:S'r^'Thehobblrttø"--
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^i

mail from head to foot, leaped into the chamber; behind him his fol-
i clustered in the doorway. His broad flat face was swart, hiseyes

were like^coals, and his tongue was red; he wielded a great spear~With"a
thrust of his hage bide shield he turned Boromir's sword and bore him
b'lckwardsl throwinghim to the ground. Diving under Aragorn's'blow
WL.i-th-!he.^p^d ofa strikingsnake he charged mto the Company-'and
thrust with his spear straight at Frodo. The blow caught him on the rieht
^a?dF^do was hurl.ed against the wal1 and Pinned- Sam, withac°r^
hacked at the spea.rshaft, and it broke. But even as the orcflung'dow'n
[h"\ttil nc^on and sw?pt. out 4S scimitar' Anduril came dow^ 

upon
his helm. There was a flash like flame and the helm burst asunder~^he
orc fell with doven head. His followers fled howling, as Boromir and
Aragorn sprang at them.

Doom, doom went the drums in the deep. The great voice rolled out
again.

.

Now! . shouted Gandalf. 'Now is the last chance. Run for it!'

ié^,

\-

Aragorn picked up Frodo where he lay by the wall and made for the stair.
pushing Merry and Pippin in front ofhim. The ochers follow7d:but
Glmli,.hadrobe dragged awayby Legolas: in SPice ofthe perilhe Imgered

wm-s tomb with his head bowed. Boromir hauled the easterndoor
to, grinding upon its hinges: it had great iron rings on either side. 'but
could not be fastened.

'I am all right,' gasped Frodo. 'I ean walk. Put me down.r

J.R. R. TOLKIEN

maU sk ringbrynje
cluster vk samles i
klynge
swart/sw3:t||-3:rt/. ^'.
sortsmusket
wield vb. bære

hide sb. dyrehud
bore vb. præt. afbear
trænge

strike vb. angribe
charge vb. angribe
pin vb. spidde
shaftsfc. skaft

'B-uncheonÆkæp
(altså spyddet uden
spids)
btirst a'sunder vb. gå
i stykker
make for vb. bevæge
sig hen mod
'peril sk fare
'Unger vb. tøve, blive
stående

haul vb. hive, hale

hinge sk hængsel

jl'il
!i;

l

f; i;
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a'mazementj^.

forbløffelse

'fiercetyd^K skarpt
'utterly adv.
fuldstændig, komplet
grope vb. famle
faiatadj. svag
peer yfc. kigge
forsigugt
'slopingi«^'.
skrånende

tfarob vb. dunke
Stab sb. egl. dolkestød
thud sb. bump
match sb. ligemand
'mufBed adj. dæmpet
de'scend vb. gi
ned(ad)
de'scentsh. nedgang

F$?' ^

deAZmcZadrly dropped him in his amazement- al thou8ht Y- -e

al?lof^t!la!lG ^ndalfLBU.ttherels no time for wonder. offy°" g°,^^:^wnAe. sta"s! waitafew-for'"^th:llZS
Stf^zr, r°' 8°onl G° ^^^"p.^^
'^ caIlnotl, eaveyouEO hold the door alone!' said Ar^gorn.

^D° as I say!- said Gandalf fiercely. ISwords"ar;noTore ase here.
Jvh^p^ssage.wasil t-by no shaft andwas utterly dark-Th^ S^Ped their

S^Z: ̂S^tepsl wd the^eTback^Z^;
;teaTHhtg'^ZtS,above them the faintgl- of"the1^^
^£^ed tobe _stiu standmg on guardb^he^-
£tô ^:lk Tdagunisa?wh0^
nlTflle etms UPAe stMrsmto the darkness"Pra^oatluo"ulghmre
^^t^^Ga^fabo^mutKrlng;ord:^^^

^ a sighing echo. He could not catch whatwas7aid1
^^^s^^^^^"
rhsudtn ly M. t,he.top.ofthe, stair there was a stab ofwhite light. Then ;

^S^:^IU^bka!lda-heavydlud:;he^::^1^^; "
ShtZlT^T:!T\and thrø-;opp^GU:ndua^c^
d^SS^^gl^d!n;hetmids^i:^:::S11
do'S^^W^V^!l"drilewizard stru^8^h^^h^
£^tt. Il°"u!d:^^\hawmet. myma^:n6d^ .
£SeB^^^h^^n!¥;;iL^;;::w=^S 2
fo^.wMe.I.amJath,Thaken'Gooa!Goon!^^u"^^^^^^^
Come ahead wirh me! Keep close behind,-all~of:you!"" uc yuu) ulmll!'

They^umbled after him wondering what had hap- 3,
pened. Doom, doom went the drum-beats agam:'
now sounded muffled and far away, but theywere'foT

g. There was no other sound ofpursuit, neither
tramp offeet, nor any voice. Gandalftook n'otumZ

t, for the passage seemed to be going in the 3,
^Shat^des"-e^Bveryno;'^S^^Zl^"
^Tififtyormore;to alower level-At the ^°men^h7t ^uctthZ'h^
S^Z?ld arkAeycouldnotse"des^^^^^
's^^^r°'m''m':Gmd^^^^

At the end ofan hour they had gone a mile, or maybe
alittle more, and had descended many flights ofstairs.
There was still no sound ofpursuit. Almost they began
to hope that they would escape. At the bottom ofthe

' seventh flight Gandalfhalted.
'It is getting hot!' he gasped. 'We ought to be down

at kast to the level ofthe Gates now. Soon I'rhink we should look for a
left-hand turn to take as east. I hope it is not far. I am veryweary. imust

rest here a moment, even if all the orcs ever spawned åre after us.'
> Gimli took his arm and helped him down to a seat on the step. 'What

happened away up there at the door?' he asked. 'Did you meetthre beater
ofthe drams?'

'I do not know/ answered Gandalf. 'But I found myselfsuddenly faced
by something that I have not met befare. I could thi'nk ofnothing to'do
but to try and put a shutting-spell on the door. I know ma.ny; bw. to do
things ofthat kind rightly requires time, and even then the door ean be
broken by strength.

'As I stood there I could hear orc-voices on the other side: at any mo-
ment I thought they would burst it open. I could not hear what was said;
they seemed to be talking in their own hideous language. All I caught
wasghåsh: that is "fire". Then something came into the chamber - I felt
it through the door, and the orcs themselves were afraid and fell silent.
It:,"i hold of?e iron rmg> and then it Perceived me and my spell.

'What it was I cannot guess, but I have never felt such a. challenge. The
counter-spell was terrible. It nearly broke me. For an instant the door
left my Control and began to open! I had ro speak a word ofCommand.
That proved too great a strain. The door burst in pieces. Something
dark as a cloud was blocking out all the light inside,' and I was throw^
backwards down the stairs. All the wall gave way, and the roof'of'the
chamber as well, I think.

'I am afraid Balin is buried deep, and maybe something else is buried
?!^to. o'.I,ra^ot say- But:lt least the PassaSe behind us was completely
blocked. Ah! I have never felt so spent, but it is passing. And now what
about you, Frodo? There was not time to say so, but I have never been
more delighted in my life than when you spoke. I feared that it wasa
brave but dead hobbit that Aragorn was carrying.'

'What about me?' said Prodo. 'I am alive; and whole I think. I am
bruised and in pain, but it is not too bad.'

'Well,' said Aragorn, -I ean only say that hobbits åre made of a stuff-
so tough that I have never met the like ofit. Had I known, I wouldhave

weary/'msnll'wir-/
adj. træt
spawn vb. avle
per ceivei/fr. opfatte,
sanse

wordofCom' mand
sk en befaling
prove vb. vise sig
strain sb. belastning
spent adj. udmattet
bruisedAJy. forslået
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the Inn at Bree: hvor

A. først mødte
hobbitteme

' skewer /lskju:3| [-ar/
vb. spidde, sætce på
spid
wildboar/b3:||b3:r/
sb. vildsvin

'anvil A ambolt

keen adj. skarp
flicker vb. blafre,
flimre

swift adj. hurtig
'archwaysfcbue;
buegang
'devilrysfc
djævelskab
de'vise vb. udtænke

beyond
/bi'JDnd|[bi'ja:nd/
præp. på den anden
side af

'cavemous adj. stor
og dyb
lofty adj. med højt til
loftet

stalk vb. stå stolt,
knejse
towering iidj. tårnhøj
pillar sk søjle
bole sb. træstamme
branching adj.
forgrenet
'traceryj i. slynget
mønster; fletværk

'fissureA spalte,
sprække
brink sk bred. kant
wisp sb. stribe, smal
strimmel

waver vb. flakke

46

spoken safter in the Inn at Bree! That spear-chrust would have skewered

"'^^ ?id Qot sk,ewer me' I am glad to say'' said Frod0
' 'though I feel

as ifl had been caught between a hammer and an anvil. ' He saidn°omoreA
He found breathing painful.
JYO.lllaké_afterBilb0''said Gandalf There " more aboutyou than

meets the eye, as I said ofhim long ago/ Frodo wondered ifthe'remark
meanc more than it said.

They now went on again. Befare lang Gimli spoke. He
had keen eyes in the dark. 'I think, ' he said, -that there
is a light ahead. But it is not daylight. It is red. What
ean it be?'

'Ghdsh\' muttered Gandalf 'I wonder ifthat is what
they meant: that the lower levels åre on fire? Still. we

ean only go on.'

Soon the light became unmistakable, and could be seen by all. It was
flxkering and glowing on the walls away dowa the passage before them.

r way: m front the road sloped down swiftly, and
some way ahead there stood a low archway; through it the growine lieht
came. The air became very hot.

When they came to the arch Gandalfwent through, signing to them
to wait. As he stood just beyond the opening they saw his hce lit by a
red glow. Quickly he srepped back.

.

There is some new devilry here, ' he said, -devised for our welcome. no
,
-ou t:ButIknownowwherewe are: we have reached the Pi"t Deep, the

and the Gates arenear: away beyond the eascern end, on the left, not more
^rter ofamile. Across the Bridge, up a broad scair, along a wide

road, through the First Hall, and out! But come and look!''"""0
They peered out. Befare them wa.s another cavernous hall. It was loftier

and_far longer than the one in which the>'had slept- They were~ne"arits
easternend; wescwardic ran awayinto darkness. Down the'ceatrestalked
a aouDle line ot towering pillars. They were carved like holes of mis
^rees"whose boughs upheld the roofwith a branchingtraceryofs't6one/ .
The!rstems w!re smooth and black' but a red glow was darkly mirrored

s. Right across the floor, close to the feet oftwo huge pillars
a^t fissure had opened. Out ofit a fierce red light came,"lnd"now
and againflames licked at the brink and curled a.b^'ut theb'as'es'ofth'e

s. Wisps of dark smoke wavered in the hot air.

J.R.R. TOLKIEN
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'If we had come by the main road down from the
upper halls, we should have been trapped here, ' said
Gandalf. 'Let as hope that the fire now lies between us
and pursuit. Come! There is no time to lose.'

Even as he spoke they heard again the pursuing drum-
beat: Doom, doom, doom. Away beyond the shadows at

the western end ofthe hall there came cries and horn-calls. Doom, doom:
the pillars seemed to tremble and the Sames to quiver.

'Now for the last race!' said Gandalf. 'Ifthe sun is shining outside, we
may still escape. After me!'

He turned left and sped across the smooth floor ofthe hall. The dis-
tance wa.s greater than it had looked. As they ran they heard the beat
and echo ofmany hurrying feet behind. A shrill yell went up: chey had
been seen. There was a ring and clash ofsteel. An arrow whistled over
Frodo's hea4.

Boromir laughed. 'They did not expect this, ' he said. 'The fire has cut
them off. We åre oa the wrong side!'

'Look ahead!' called Gandalf. 'The Bridge is near. It is dangerous and
narrow.'

Suddenly Frodo saw befare him a black chasm. At the end ofthe hall
the floorvanished and fell to an unknown depth. The outer door could

only be reached by a sleader bridge ofstone, without kerb or rail, that
spanned the chasm with one curving spring offifty feec. It was an ancient
defence ofthe Dwarves against any enemy that might capture the First
Hall and the orner passages. They could only pass across it in single file.
At the brink Gandalfhahed and the others came up in a pack behind.

Lead the way, Gimli!' he said. 'Pippin and Merrynext. Straight on, and
up the stair beyond the door!'

Arrows fell among them. One struck Frodo and sprang back. Another
pierced Gandalfs hat and stuck there like a black feather. Frodo looked
behind. Beyond the fire he saw swarming black figures: there seemed to
be hundreds oforcs. They brandished spears and scimitars which shone
red as blood in the firelight. Doom, doom rolled the drum-beats, growing
lauder and lauder, doom^ doom.

Legolas turned and set an arrow to the string, though it was a long shot
for his small bow. He drew, but his hånd fell, and the arrow slipped to
che ground. He gave a. cry ofdismay and fear. Two great trolls appeared;
they bore great slabs ofstone, and flung them down to serve as gang-
ways over the fire. But it wa.s not the trolls thac had filled the Elfwith
terror The ranks ofthe orcs had opened, and they crowded a.way, a.s if
they themselves were afraid. Something was coming up behind them.

J.R.R. TOLKIEN

sped vb. frxt. af speed
skynde sig
smooth adj. glat
chasni /'kæzam/ sb.
(bred og dyb) kløft
slender adj. spinkel
kerb sb. trædesten
rail sb. rækværk

spån vk spænde over,
strække sig over
' ancient adj.
ældgammel
in single file idiom i
gåsegang
'brandish vb. svinge
slab ofstone sb.

klippestykke
rank sb. række, geled
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wreathe /ri:fi/ vb.
vride sig
mane sb. manke
'kindle vb. antændes

blaze vb. flamme,
brænde

thoag sb. piskesnert
waUvfc klage, jamre
falter vb. vakle

pour/p3 :||p3 :r/i<fe
vælde

quail vb. vakle
'&eryadj. brændende
foe sb. fjende
heed vb. ænse

hold one's ground
idiom blive stående
gleam vb, skinne
wielder sk bærer, dvs.
hersker

a'vail vb. hjælpe,
være til nytte

What^it was could not be seen: it was like a great shadow, in the middle
> a dark form, ofman-shape maybe, yet greater; and a power

and terror seemed to be in it and to go befare it.
It came to the edge of the fire and the light faded as if a cloud had

bent over it. Then with a rush it leaped across the fissure.Vhefl'ame's
roared up ro greec it, and wreathed abouc it; and a black smokeswiried
lun;!h,e-air'It? ,streamillg mane kindled, and blazed behind it. Ynits'right
hånd wasa blade like a stabbing tongue of fire; in its left'khelda wtø
ofmanythoags.

.

Ai, ai!' wailed Legolas. <A Balrog! A Balrogis come!'
Gimlistared with wide eyes. 'Durin's Bane!' he cried, and lettine his

axe fall he covered his face.
.

A Balrog,' muttered Gandalf. 'Now I understand.' He faltered and leaned
heavily on his staff. 'What an evil fortune! And I am alreadyweary''"

The dark figure streaming with fire raced towards them.
The orcs yelled and poured over the stone gangways.
Then Boromir raised his horn and blew. Load the chal-
leage rang and bellowed, like the shout ofmany throats
under rhecaveraous roof. For a. moment the orcs quailed
and che fiery shadow halted. Thea the echoes died as

suddenly as a flame blown out by a dark wind, ane
again.

'Over thebridgej' cried Gandalf, recalling his strength. 'Fly! This is a
foe beyond any ofyou I musr hold the narrow way. Fly!' Aragorn and
Boromirdidnot heedthe command but still held their'ground, side by
!^:beh.ind. Gandalfat .the/arelld ofthe bridse-The orhers-ha~lte'djus/t
within the doorway at the hall's end, and turned, unable toTeave'their
leader to face the enemy alone.
-T!>.e_Balrog. l'eache^.rhe brid?e: Gandalfstood in the middle ofthe spån,

leaningon the staffin his left hånd, but in his other hånd Glamd^
gleamed, cold and whice. His enemy halted again, facinghim7and'th^
shadow about it reached out like two vase wings. It raiselt hewhip^nd

l. Fire came from its noscrils. But Gandalf
stood firm.

^ 'You cannot pass/ he said. The orcs stood still, and a dead silence fell.
.

I am a servanc ofthe Secret Fire, wielder ofthe flame ofAnor'. Youcan-
not pass^. The dark fire will not avail you, flame ofUdun. Go back tothe

cannot pass.'

The Balrog made no answer. The fire in it seemed to die, but the dark- ,
ness grew. It stepped forward slowly on to the bridge, and suddenlyk

drew itselfup to a great height, and its wings were spread from wall
to wall; but still Gandalfcould be seen, glimmering in the gloom; he
seemed small, and altogether alone: grey and bent, like a wizened tree
befare the onset of a Storm.

From out ofthe shadow a red sword leaped flaming.
Glamdring glittered white in answer.
There was a rmging cksh and a stab ofwhite fire. The Balrog fell back

and its sword flew up in malten fragments. The wizard swayed on the
bridge, stepped back a pace, and then again stood still.

You cannot pa.ss!' he said.
With a bound the Balrog leaped full upon the bridge. Its whip whirled

and hissed.

'He cannot stand alone!' cried Aragorn suddenly and ran back along
the bridge. 'Elendill'he shouted. 'I am with you, Gandalf!'

Gondpr!' cried Boromir and leaped after him.
At that moment Gandalf lifted his staff, and crying aloud he smote

the bridge befare him. The staffbroke asunder and fell from his hånd.
A blinding sheet ofwhite flame sprang up. The bridge cracked. Right
at the Balrog's feet it broke, and the stone upon which it stood crashed
into the gulf, while the rest remained, poised, quivering like a. tongue
of rock thrust out into emptiness.
With a terrible cry the Balrog fell forward, and its shadow plunged

down and vanished. But even as it fell it swung its whip, and the thongs
lashed and curled about the wizard's knees, dragginghim to the brink.
He staggered and fell, grasped vainly at the stone, and slid iaco the abyss.
'Fly, you fools!' he cried, and was gone.

The fires went out, and blank darkness fell. The Company stood rooted
with horror sta.ring into the pir. Even as Aragorn and Boromir came
flying back, the rest ofthe bridge cracked and fell. With a. cry Aragorn
roused them.

'Come! I will lead you now!' he called. 'We must obey his last com-
mand. Follow me!'

They stumbled wildly up the great stairs beyond the door. Aragorn
leading, Boromir at the rear. At the top was a wide echoing passage. Along
this they fled. Frodo heard Sam at his side weeping, and then he found
tha.t he himselfwas weeping as he ran. Doom, doom, doom the drum-beats
rolled behind, mournful now and slow; dooml

They ran on. The light grew befare them; great shafts pierced the roof.
They ran swifter. They passed into a hall, bright with daylight from its
high Windows in the east. They fled across it. Through its huge brokea

gloom sb. mørke
bent adj. bøjet,
duknakket

wizened /wizsnd/ adj.
vissen

'onset sb. begyndelse
malten adj. smeltet
'fragment A del
bound sb. spring
Elendil Ata.gorns
forfader

Gondor navnet på
Boromirs land

smote vb. friet, af
CTKi'te ramme, slå ned i

sheet sb. flade; som et
tæppe
gulfsA. afgrand
poised ddy. balanceret
lash vb. piske, svirpe
slagger vb. vakle
'vaialy adv. forgæves
a'byss sk afgrund
blank adj. tom
rooted adj. som
naglet
pie sk afgrund
rouse vb. vække

at the rear adv.
bagerst
rnoumfulA^.

sorgfuld, sørgmodig

^
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Understanding the text
l. Where is the Fellowship? Find it on the map.

Point out where they came from and where they åre going.
2. Based on the text, describe the place in detail.

1H:.OW are the members ofthe Fellowship affected by the place?
4. What gruesome (hi) story is unfolded in the book they find in the

Chamber ofRecords?

5. Boom. Doom. The book turns out to be prophetic! What happeas?
6. After their narrow escape from the Orcs, Uruks and cave-trolls,

the Fellowship faces new dangers. "Swords åre no more use here,"
says Gandalf. Why not?

7. Finally out ofMoria - in what condition do we leave the Fellow-
ship?

8. Look at your list of members of the Fellowship. Do you need to
add more information?

9. Who wyour hero? Why him?

Interpretation and perspectives
l. Pighring evil: Sword or magic?

Sword: Make a wish list coataining the weapons and armour that
would enable you to defeat the Orcs! Then find out which verbs com-
bine with the various weapons. Write 10 to 20 lines about your fight
against the evil creatures.

Magic: As we know already, ordinary swords åre oflittle use in the
fight between Gandalfand che Balrog. Make a wish list containing
what you need to defeat the Balrog. Write 10 to 20 lines about your
fight against the evil spirit.
Compare the two kinds of fight!

2. Sum up how Tolkien creates the secondary world ofMiddle-earth.
Wha.t åre the differences and similarities between that and our world?

3. Watch the filmatizarion ofthe scene that you have read. Point out
and discuss the differences.

4. Discuss possible reasons for the immense popularity of The Lord ofthe

Grammar task: Verbs

Inflect the following regular and irregular verbs from The Lord ofthe
Rings imo the past tense and the past participle (e.g. : to speak - spoke
-spoken):

Hit, write, cleave, stand, read, cry, fall, blow, stab, meet, see, draw.

Language task: Pronunciation
The following words, which åre all from the text, all have a silent letter,
i. e. a letter that is not pronounced. Speak the words, and mark the silent
letters:

tomb

sword

guard
whip
slammed

scimitar

Add to this list at least 10 more words that present the same pronuncia-
tion problem,

5. Discuss why Tolkien's world has become such a hage inspiration for
some people - closet Elves, weekend Orcs, wannabe Wizards, etc.
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