Exploring American Values in Advertising
🎯 Goal: To identify and discuss core American values expressed in modern advertisements.
Step 1: Watch the Advertisements
Choose 2–3 of the following ads to watch in small groups:
1. Coca-Cola – “America the Beautiful”
coca cola america the beautiful super bowl 2014 - Google-søgning
2. Nike – “Dream Crazy”
Nike Dream Crazy Colin Kaepernick - Google-søgning
3. T-Mobile – “New Neighbor”
New Neighbor. Longer Song. | 2023 Big Game Day Extended Cut | T-Mobile Home Internet
4. GM + Netflix – “Why Not an EV”
 Jeep - The Middle Super Bowl LV Ad ft. Bruce Springsteen
5. Ford – “Built for America”
Built for America: Never Idle | Ford
6. Apple – “Think Different”
Apple – “Think Different - Google-søgning
7. Budweiser  - Superbowl Bowl commercial 
Budweiser 2017 Super Bowl Commercial | “Born The Hard Way”

American Values – Vocabulary List
This vocabulary list includes key English words related to American values, along with their Danish translations. These words can support discussions about identity, culture, and society in the United States.
	English Word
	Danish Translation

	Freedom
	Frihed

	Equality
	Lighed

	Justice
	Retfærdighed

	Rights
	Rettigheder

	Responsibility
	Ansvar

	Democracy
	Demokrati

	Patriotism
	Patriotisme

	Opportunity
	Mulighed

	Independence
	Uafhængighed

	Diversity
	Mangfoldighed

	Identity
	Identitet

	Liberty
	Frihed (ideologisk betydning)

	Tolerance
	Tolerance

	Individualism
	Individualisme

	Volunteerism
	Frivilligt arbejde / frivillighed

	Self-reliance
	Selvstændighed / selvtillid

	Hard work
	Hårdt arbejde

	Ambition
	Ambition

	Civic duty
	Borgerpligt

	Entrepreneurship
	iværksætteri





Step 2: Analyze One Advertisement
Name of Advertisement: _________________________
Brand: _________________________
Year: _________________________
1. What is the main message of this ad?
(Summarize in 1–2 sentences.)


2. Which American values are shown? (Tick all that apply and add more if you like)
☐ Freedom
☐ Hard work
☐ Innovation
☐ Individualism
☐ Equality
☐ Diversity
☐ Patriotism
☐ Family
☐ Entrepreneurship
☐ Community
Other options:

3. How are these values shown in the ad?
(Describe images, characters, music, or language used.)


4. Do you think this is a true or idealized version of American society? Why or why not?
(Give your opinion.)


Step 3: Pair or Group Discussion
• Which ad did you find most powerful or emotional? Why?
• Do these values seem similar or different from your own culture’s values?
• Which American value do you think is most important in 2025?
• Is there a value you think is missing in these ads?
Optional Extension: Create Your Own Ad

Design a short idea for an ad that promotes one American value.
· What product or brand would you choose?
· What message would you send?
· How would you show the value?
· Make an AI generated illustration


Discuss:
Which American values do you admire the most? Why?
Do you think self-reliance is more important in American culture than in Danish culture?
How is “freedom” defined differently in the U.S. and Denmark?
Is volunteerism a strong value in your culture? How is it encouraged?
Do you think individualism can sometimes conflict with equality?
Can you find examples of these values in American films, books, or songs?
Do you think all Americans experience these values equally? Why or why not?

