Sherman Alexie: The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, 2015

(2007)

Brief introduction to the text:

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie is GOREWARD 6¥ KARE

a coming-of-age novel that follows Junior, a smart and artistic Native
American teenager growing up on the Spokane Indian Reservation.
Determined to break free from the cycle of poverty and limited
opportunities, Junior transfers to a mostly white high school in a
nearby town. There, he meets new classmates like Roger and
Penelope, while struggling to maintain his lifelong friendship with
Rowdy back on the reservation. The story explores identity,
belonging, and the challenges of living between two very different

worlds.

Extracts:

0 Nk W e

Because Geometry Is Not a Country Somewhere Near France pp. 25-28
Hope against Hope, pp.42-43

Rowdy Sings the Blues, pp.48-53

Grandmother Gives Me Some Advice, pp.67-73

Slouching Toward Thanksgiving, pp.96-98

Hunger Pains, pp.104-110

Red Versus White, pp. 154-158

Valentine Heart, pp. 168-175

Group Work: Exploring Book Banning in The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian

Each group has received a short extract from Sherman Alexie’s novel. Use the following questions
to prepare a short presentation (3-4 minutes) for the rest of the class. The theme is book banning
and censorship.

1.
2.

What happens in your part of the book? Give a short summary.

What topics or issues are discussed? (e.g. racism, poverty, sexuality, alcoholism,
identity)

Are there any moments that could be considered controversial? Why?

Why might this part of the book be considered inappropriate by some people?




5. What values or perspectives in this extract might challenge certain readers or
institutions?

How does Sherman Alexie use humor or honesty to address tough topics?

What is the author trying to show through this part of the story?

How does this section contribute to Junior’s personal growth or struggles?

. Is censoring this content helpful or harmful to readers, especially young people? Why?
10. Can you think of a reason why this book is often banned or challenged in schools?

11. What might students /learn from reading the parts that others want to ban?

CICIN

In your presentation, the following must be included:

- What is your excerpt about?

- Choose a short quote that shows why this section is powerful or controversial.
- Comment on the language and the tone in the text

- What do you think about the excerpt?
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