Definitions

	Term
	Definition & Example

	Gestational duration
	The number of weeks a person has been pregnant, usually counted from the last menstrual period (LMP). Example: “The state law bans abortion after 15 weeks gestational duration.”

	Viability
	The point when a fetus could survive outside the uterus, usually around 24–26 weeks LMP. Example: “Some states ban abortion after viability.”

	Trimester
	One of three stages of pregnancy, each lasting about three months. Example: “Abortion laws sometimes differ by trimester.”

	Medication abortion
	Ending a pregnancy using approved drugs like mifepristone and misoprostol. Example: “Medication abortion is most common in the first trimester.”

	Surgical abortion
	Ending a pregnancy through a medical procedure such as vacuum aspiration. Example: “The clinic offers surgical abortions up to 20 weeks.”

	Heartbeat bill
	A law banning abortion once fetal cardiac activity is detected, often around 6 weeks. Example: “Under the heartbeat bill, many women don’t know they’re pregnant before the ban applies.”

	Miscarriage
	The natural loss of a pregnancy before viability. Example: “Miscarriage and abortion require different medical care, but laws can affect both.”

	Ectopic pregnancy
	A pregnancy outside the uterus, usually in the fallopian tube; not viable and dangerous to the pregnant person. Example: “Treating ectopic pregnancies is essential to save the patient’s life.”

	Roe v. Wade
	1973 Supreme Court case that legalized abortion nationwide; overturned in 2022. Example: “Roe v. Wade protected abortion rights for nearly 50 years.”

	Dobbs decision
	2022 Supreme Court ruling that overturned Roe, letting states set their own abortion laws. Example: “After the Dobbs decision, many states banned abortion.”

	
	

	Bodily autonomy
	The right to make decisions about one’s own body. Example: “Supporters of abortion rights often talk about bodily autonomy.”

	Parental consent law
	Requires minors to get a parent’s permission before an abortion. Example: “In some states, a 17-year-old needs parental consent for an abortion.”

	Waiting period
	A legally required delay between counseling and the procedure. Example: “She had to wait 48 hours after her first appointment.”

	Pro-choice
	Supporting the legal right to decide whether to have an abortion. Example: “She joined a pro-choice rally.”

	Pro-life
	Opposing abortion, often supporting legal bans or restrictions. Example: “The pro-life group organized a march.”

	Reproductive rights
	Legal rights related to reproductive health and decisions. Example: “Access to birth control is part of reproductive rights.”

	Reproductive justice
	A broader concept linking reproductive rights to social issues like poverty and racism. Example: “Reproductive justice considers whether women actually have the means to access care.”

	Crisis pregnancy center
	An organization that encourages pregnant people to continue their pregnancy, sometimes giving misleading medical info. Example: “She went to what she thought was a clinic, but it was a crisis pregnancy center.”


Lethal fetal              Fetal condition likely to be fatal before or shortly after birth.
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