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Perhaps if the pill had not been invented, American politics would be very different today.
Enovid, the first birth control pill, went on the market in 1960. Unlike any other previously available form of contraception[footnoteRef:1], the Pill was both reliable and controlled by a woman herself, requiring neither the consent nor the knowledge of her sexual partner. (…) Within five years, 6 million American women were on the Pill. (…) The Pill made possible the sexual revolution of the 1960s. The true warriors in that revolution were young, single women, who, with the help of this new contraception, took their sexuality into their own hands. (…) [1:  prævention] 

Premarital[footnoteRef:2] virginity had been going out of fashion for decades before the declaration of sexual liberation. It started in the 1920s, as middle-class Americans converted from Victorianism to Freudianism and began to accept that a desirous woman was perhaps not so depraved after all. Thereafter doctors and psychologists counseled America’s women that a happy marriage was sustained[footnoteRef:3] by mutual[footnoteRef:4] sexual satisfaction. (…) At the high noon of fifties traditionalism, 40 percent of women had sex before they married—compared to just 10 percent who did in the reputedly Roaring Twenties. [2:  førægteskabelig]  [3:  Opretholdt]  [4:  gensidig] 

Yet sex before marriage (…) entailed[footnoteRef:5] risk. Each and every time an unmarried woman had intercourse, she risked pregnancy, and with it a limited number of unsavory[footnoteRef:6] life-changing options: an illegal abortion of doubtful safety, a shotgun wedding[footnoteRef:7], forced adoption, or single motherhood of a child whose birth certificate would be stamped for posterity with the word “illegitimate.” (…) [5:  indebærer]  [6:  ubehagelige]  [7:  Bryllup pga. graviditet, ikke pga. kærlighed] 

The rapidity of change[footnoteRef:8] in women’s sexual behavior was dizzying (…) In the 1950s, six in ten women were virgins at marriage and 87 percent of American women believed that it was wrong for a woman to engage in premarital sex, even with “a man she is going to marry.” (…) In 1960, half of unmarried 19-year-old women had not yet had sex. In the late 1980s, half of all American girls engaged in sexual intercourse by the age of 17, two-thirds by the age of 18 (…) [8:  After the introduction of the pill] 

(…) The Pill allowed American women to delay marriage and motherhood, while remaining sexually active. Women took advantage of these added carefree years to improve their position in the labor market. According to the economists Claudia Goldin and Lawrence Katz, the surge[footnoteRef:9] in women’s professional education occurred at the exact moment the Pill became legally available to college-aged women. (…) The Supreme Court’s 1973 decision in Roe v. Wade[footnoteRef:10] provided women with even greater control of their own fertility (…) [9:  vækst]  [10:  Legalisering af abort] 

In a desperate effort to stop cultural change in its tracks, the critics of the new sexual order accused the sexual revolutionaries of destroying the traditional American family. (…) All proper families, according to this ideal, were made up of a working father, a homemaking child-focused mother, and two to four children, preferably residing in a suburban single-family home. (…)
The twenty years after the end of the Second World War in America were utterly unique in world history. Never before had the masses of ordinary people lived in such material comfort (…) A white working man generally earned enough to buy a house; support his wife to stay at home minding the kids and running the appliances[footnoteRef:11]; send the boys and even the girls to college; pay for vacations, while allowing him to retire while he still had his wits and strength about him. (…) In 1960, sixty-two percent of Americans owned their own homes. Two-thirds of all white women—not just those with children at home—did not work out-side the home. (…) [11:  apparater] 

In 1957, nine out of ten Americans thought any person who chose not to marry was either “sick,” “neurotic,” or “immoral.” A national best seller made the case that it was dangerous to allow single women to teach young children and called for a nationwide ban on their employment. More than half of American women were married by the middle of their twentieth year; those that were not married by the age of twenty-five were viewed as damaged goods, to be avoided or pitied. Employers paid women less than men and refused to hire them in jobs considered men’s work (…) In 1961, only 8 percent of women were college graduates. Only 2 percent of law degrees, 4 percent of MBAs, and 6 percent of medical degrees were conferred on[footnoteRef:12] women. (…) [12:  tildelt] 

In the late 1940s, only one-third of all American women, single as well as married, worked outside the home, and women constituted only 29 percent of the nation’s labor force. By the early 1960s, women had steadily increased their numbers in the workforce. College-educated daughters chose to delay marriage and pursue careers, while their mothers, who were availing themselves of the new birth control technologies, went back to work after their children left home. (…) In the mid-1970s, fewer than half of all women with children and teenagers at home worked. By 2000, 79 percent of American mothers with school-age children were working outside the home. (…)
The changes in the American economy after 1973 combined with other monumental social changes—the Pill, the sexual revolution, feminism, increased levels of education among women and men—to revolutionize the American family. American men and women began to marry later, have fewer children, and divorce more frequently. In the year the Pill went on the market, most Americans lived in nuclear families, the average married couple had four children, and mothers stayed home. By 2000, the average family had two children, one out of two marriages ended in divorce, and almost a third of American children were being raised by a single parent or an unmarried couple. (…)
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