Andrea Gibson’s “Queer Youth Are Five Times More Likely to Die by Suicide”
1. What does the repeated phrase “five times more likely” suggest about the experience of queer youth?
2. How does the poet connect personal pain with broader social structures (family, religion, politics, school)?
3. What images or lines did you find most powerful, and why?
Poetic devices:
4. Repetition: How does the constant repetition of “means” shape the rhythm and tone of the poem?
5. Imagery: Identify at least two vivid images. What effect do these images have on the reader?
6. Contrast / Antithesis: Where does Gibson contrast suffering with hope, or pain with resilience (modstandsdygtighed)? Give an example.
7. Symbolism: Choose one symbolic element (e.g., kites, diaries, spray paint, confetti). What might it represent?
8. Tone and Voice: How would you describe the tone of the poem (angry, hopeful, mourning, rebellious, etc.)? Does it change throughout the poem?
9. Allusion: → a reference to a person, event, or idea outside the poem. Who is Marsha P. Johnson?
10. Metaphor. What does the metaphor “sharpen pronouns” mean?
11. Which poetic device did you find the most powerful?

12. How does the poem transform statistics into personal and collective stories?
13. What do you think Gibson wants the audience to feel, and what action (if any) are they encouraged to take?

