Summary of the short story ‘The Thing Around Your Neck’ by C. N. Adichie (2009) from the short story anthology ‘The Thing Around Your Neck’:
“The Thing Around Your Neck” is told from the point of view of a young Nigerian woman, Akunna, who moves to the US after receiving a visa sponsored by her relative. When he tries to sexually assault her, she leaves his house, dropping out of college and getting a job as a waitress. Embarrassed at not being able to provide the luxuries she thought she would be able to send back to her family, she stops writing to them, only sending envelopes of money. At her job, she meets a white American man and the two start dating. Akunna is continually frustrated by how their cultures clash and notices that her boyfriend does not have the same feelings of responsibility or community as she does. Eventually, she writes to her family and finds out that her father died a few months previous. Her boyfriend buys her a plane ticket and asks her to return.
