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Test in class:

Write a five-paragraph essay in which you analyse Mamdani’s victory speech.
Part of your essay must focus on rhetorical devices, language and argumentation. 
Duration of test: two hours.























2

Below find The Full Transcript of Zohran Mamdani’s Victory Speech
Mr. Mamdani, the mayor-elect of New York City, addressed supporters at a venue in Brooklyn late Tuesday night.
[image: Zohran Mamdani smiles and waves while standing at a lectern onstage.]
Zohran Mamdani ended his speech with a call-and-response with the audience at his election night watch party at Brooklyn Paramount.Credit...Amir Hamja for The New York Times
By The New York Times
Nov. 5, 2025, 12:47 a.m. ET
Thank you, my friends. The sun may have set over our city this evening, but as Eugene Debs once said, “I can see the dawn of a better day for humanity.”
For as long as we can remember, the working people of New York have been told by the wealthy and the well-connected that power does not belong in their hands.
Fingers bruised from lifting boxes on the warehouse floor, palms calloused from delivery bike handlebars, knuckles scarred with kitchen burns: These are not hands that have been allowed to hold power. And yet, over the last 12 months, you have dared to reach for something greater.
Tonight, against all odds, we have grasped it. The future is in our hands. My friends, we have toppled a political dynasty.
I wish Andrew Cuomo only the best in private life. But let tonight be the final time I utter his name, as we turn the page on a politics that abandons the many and answers only to the few. New York, tonight you have delivered. A mandate for change. ​​A mandate for a new kind of politics. A mandate for a city we can afford. And a mandate for a government that delivers exactly that.
On January 1st, I will be sworn in as the mayor of New York City. And that is because of you. So before I say anything else, I must say this: Thank you. Thank you to the next generation of New Yorkers who refuse to accept that the promise of a better future was a relic of the past.
You showed that when politics speaks to you without condescension, we can usher in a new era of leadership. We will fight for you, because we are you.
Or, as we say on Steinway, ana minkum wa alaikum.
Thank you to those so often forgotten by the politics of our city, who made this movement their own. I speak of Yemeni bodega owners and Mexican abuelas. Senegalese taxi drivers and Uzbek nurses. Trinidadian line cooks and Ethiopian aunties. Yes, aunties.
To every New Yorker in Kensington and Midwood and Hunts Point, know this: This city is your city, and this democracy is yours too. This campaign is about people like Wesley, an 1199 organizer I met outside of Elmhurst Hospital on Thursday night. A New Yorker who lives elsewhere, who commutes two hours each way from Pennsylvania because rent is too expensive in this city.
It’s about people like the woman I met on the Bx33 years ago who said to me, “I used to love New York, but now it’s just where I live.” And it’s about people like Richard, the taxi driver I went on a 15-day hunger strike with outside of City Hall, who still has to drive his cab seven days a week. My brother, we are in City Hall now.
This victory is for all of them. And it’s for all of you, the more than 100,000 volunteers who built this campaign into an unstoppable force. Because of you, we will make this city one that working people can love and live in again. With every door knocked, every petition signature earned, and every hard-earned conversation, you eroded the cynicism that has come to define our politics.
Now, I know that I have asked for much from you over this last year. Time and again, you have answered my calls — but I have one final request. New York City, breathe this moment in. We have held our breath for longer than we know.
We have held it in anticipation of defeat, held it because the air has been knocked out of our lungs too many times to count, held it because we cannot afford to exhale. Thanks to all of those who sacrificed so much. We are breathing in the air of a city that has been reborn.
To my campaign team, who believed when no one else did and who took an electoral project and turned it into so much more: I will never be able to express the depth of my gratitude. You can sleep now.
To my parents, mama and baba: You have made me into the man I am today. I am so proud to be your son. And to my incredible wife, Rama, hayati: There is no one I would rather have by my side in this moment, and in every moment.
To every New Yorker — whether you voted for me, for one of my opponents, or felt too disappointed by politics to vote at all — thank you for the opportunity to prove myself worthy of your trust. I will wake each morning with a singular purpose: to make this city better for you than it was the day before.
There are many who thought this day would never come, who feared that we would be condemned only to a future of less, with every election consigning us simply to more of the same.
And there are others who see politics today as too cruel for the flame of hope to still burn. New York, we have answered those fears.
Tonight we have spoken in a clear voice. Hope is alive. Hope is a decision that tens of thousands of New Yorkers made day after day, volunteer shift after volunteer shift, despite attack ad after attack ad. More than a million of us stood in our churches, in gymnasiums, in community centers, as we filled in the ledger of democracy.
And while we cast our ballots alone, we chose hope together. Hope over tyranny. Hope over big money and small ideas. Hope over despair. We won because New Yorkers allowed themselves to hope that the impossible could be made possible. And we won because we insisted that no longer would politics be something that is done to us. Now, it is something that we do.
Standing before you, I think of the words of Jawaharlal Nehru: “A moment comes, but rarely in history, when we step out from the old to the new, when an age ends, and when the soul of a nation, long suppressed, finds utterance.”
Tonight we have stepped out from the old into the new. So let us speak now, with clarity and conviction that cannot be misunderstood, about what this new age will deliver, and for whom.
This will be an age where New Yorkers expect from their leaders a bold vision of what we will achieve, rather than a list of excuses for what we are too timid to attempt. Central to that vision will be the most ambitious agenda to tackle the cost-of-living crisis that this city has seen since the days of Fiorello La Guardia: an agenda that will freeze the rents for more than two million rent-stabilized tenants, make buses fast and free, and deliver universal child care across our city.
Years from now, may our only regret be that this day took so long to come. This new age will be one of relentless improvement. We will hire thousands more teachers. We will cut waste from a bloated bureaucracy. We will work tirelessly to make lights shine again in the hallways of NYCHA developments where they have long flickered.
Safety and justice will go hand in hand as we work with police officers to reduce crime and create a Department of Community Safety that tackles the mental health crisis and homelessness crises head on. Excellence will become the expectation across government, not the exception. In this new age we make for ourselves, we will refuse to allow those who traffic in division and hate to pit us against one another.
In this moment of political darkness, New York will be the light. Here, we believe in standing up for those we love, whether you are an immigrant, a member of the trans community, one of the many Black women that Donald Trump has fired from a federal job, a single mom still waiting for the cost of groceries to go down, or anyone else with their back against the wall. Your struggle is ours, too.
And we will build a City Hall that stands steadfast alongside Jewish New Yorkers and does not waver in the fight against the scourge of antisemitism. Where the more than one million Muslims know that they belong — not just in the five boroughs of this city, but in the halls of power.
No more will New York be a city where you can traffic in Islamophobia and win an election. This new age will be defined by a competence and a compassion that have too long been placed at odds with one another. We will prove that there is no problem too large for government to solve, and no concern too small for it to care about.
For years, those in City Hall have only helped those who can help them. But on January 1st, we will usher in a city government that helps everyone.
Now, I know that many have heard our message only through the prism of misinformation. Tens of millions of dollars have been spent to redefine reality and to convince our neighbors that this new age is something that should frighten them. As has so often occurred, the billionaire class has sought to convince those making $30 an hour that their enemies are those earning $20 an hour.
They want the people to fight amongst ourselves so that we remain distracted from the work of remaking a long-broken system. We refuse to let them dictate the rules of the game anymore. They can play by the same rules as the rest of us.
Together, we will usher in a generation of change. And if we embrace this brave new course, rather than fleeing from it, we can respond to oligarchy and authoritarianism with the strength it fears, not the appeasement it craves.
After all, if anyone can show a nation betrayed by Donald Trump how to defeat him, it is the city that gave rise to him. And if there is any way to terrify a despot, it is by dismantling the very conditions that allowed him to accumulate power.
This is not only how we stop Trump; it’s how we stop the next one. So, Donald Trump, since I know you’re watching, I have four words for you: Turn the volume up.
We will hold bad landlords to account because the Donald Trumps of our city have grown far too comfortable taking advantage of their tenants. We will put an end to the culture of corruption that has allowed billionaires like Trump to evade taxation and exploit tax breaks. We will stand alongside unions and expand labor protections because we know, just as Donald Trump does, that when working people have ironclad rights, the bosses who seek to extort them become very small indeed.
New York will remain a city of immigrants: a city built by immigrants, powered by immigrants and, as of tonight, led by an immigrant.
So hear me, President Trump, when I say this: To get to any of us, you will have to get through all of us. When we enter City Hall in 58 days, expectations will be high. We will meet them. A great New Yorker once said that while you campaign in poetry, you govern in prose.
If that must be true, let the prose we write still rhyme, and let us build a shining city for all. And we must chart a new path, as bold as the one we have already traveled. After all, the conventional wisdom would tell you that I am far from the perfect candidate.
I am young, despite my best efforts to grow older. I am Muslim. I am a democratic socialist. And most damning of all, I refuse to apologize for any of this.
And yet, if tonight teaches us anything, it is that convention has held us back. We have bowed at the altar of caution, and we have paid a mighty price. Too many working people cannot recognize themselves in our party, and too many among us have turned to the right for answers to why they’ve been left behind.
We will leave mediocrity in our past. No longer will we have to open a history book for proof that Democrats can dare to be great.
Our greatness will be anything but abstract. It will be felt by every rent-stabilized tenant who wakes up on the first of every month knowing the amount they’re going to pay hasn’t soared since the month before. It will be felt by each grandparent who can afford to stay in the home they have worked for, and whose grandchildren live nearby because the cost of child care didn’t send them to Long Island.
It will be felt by the single mother who is safe on her commute and whose bus runs fast enough that she doesn’t have to rush school drop-off to make it to work on time. And it will be felt when New Yorkers open their newspapers in the morning and read headlines of success, not scandal.
Most of all, it will be felt by each New Yorker when the city they love finally loves them back.
Together, New York, we’re going to freeze the… [rent!] Together, New York, we’re going to make buses fast and… [free!] Together, New York, we’re going to deliver universal… [child care!]
Let the words we’ve spoken together, the dreams we’ve dreamt together, become the agenda we deliver together. New York, this power, it’s yours. This city belongs to you.
Thank you.

4B: Analytical essay/non-fiction[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Guide til skriftlig eksamen i engelsk https://skriftligeksameniengelskhhx.systime.dk/?id=139 ] 

Assignment 4B tester din evne til at:
1. læse og forstå lange og komplekse tekster på engelsk i forskellige genrer og stillejer inden for almene og faglige områder fra engelsksprogede regioner
1. skrive længere, nuancerede og velstrukturerede tekster på engelsk om komplekse emner med høj grad af grammatisk korrekthed, beherskelse af skriftsproglige normer samt formidlingsbevidsthed
1. analysere og fortolke forskellige tekster med anvendelse af relevant faglig terminologi og metode
1. anvende faglige opslagsværker og øvrige hjælpemidler.
Assignment 4B kan være en analyse af en non-fiktionstekst, som du folder ud på skrift. Den er opbygget som et 5-paragraph essay, hvor der er en tydelig indledning, krop (med flere afsnit) og en afslutning. Du skriver dit analytical essay til en læser, der kender den tekst, du skriver om. Du skal derfor ikke begynde med et resumé af indholdet i teksten.
Det kan lette analysen, hvis du har medbragt den analysemodel, du normalt anvender i den daglige undervisning. Der lægges naturligvis vægt på, at du ved, hvilke analysemodeller der anvendes til analyse af non-fiktion i modsætning til fiktion, så du ikke kommer til at blande dem sammen og bruge forkert terminologi. Kildeteksten til assignment 4B er en artikel, en tale, et essay eller en kommentar, og det er oplagt, at du hurtigt klarlægger afsender/modtagerforhold samt genre og medium, så du er opmærksom på et evt. 'bias' i artiklen (se → Bias i engelsksprogede medier).
Du vil ofte have gavn af at følge strukturen i en retorisk analyse. Det er ikke altid nødvendigt at behandle alle punkter i pentagonen; udvælg de mest relevante punkter, som kan hjælpe dig i din analyse i forhold til den enkelte tekst. Hav analysemodellen ved hånden, mens du læser opgaveinstruksen, og fremhæv fokuspunkterne, så du leder målrettet i teksten.
I den retoriske analyse vil et punkt som language normalt være omfattende, og det kan være rart at have overblik over, hvilke sproglige elementer du skal være opmærksom på, når du læser artiklen. Det kan fx være anvendelse af særlige ord og deres positive/negative konnotationer (diskurs), anvendelse af retoriske virkemidler og referencer, typer af argumenter og ikke mindst anvendelse af appelformer.
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Den samlede analyse vil hjælpe dig med at vurdere, om afsenderen lykkes med sin intention med teksten. Teksten skal normalt læses flere gange. Tag noter, eller lav markeringer, og skriv kommentarer, så du kan danne dig et overblik over, hvilke noter/oplysninger du skal anvende i de forskellige afsnit. Når du sammenholder dine noter, kan du måske se en tendens i artiklen, som du kan bruge i din analyse, og når du skal vurdere tekstens intention. Marker også relevante citater.
Det analytiske essay består af en indledning, en krop og en konklusion. Vær opmærksom på, at der skal være sammenhæng mellem sætningerne i afsnittene og mellem afsnittene i essayet, dvs. der skal være en rød tråd (se → Toolbox A).
I indledningen arbejder du i en tragtstruktur, hvor du begynder med at spore læseren ind på dit emne og introducerer emnet generelt. Herefter skriver du titlen på artiklen samt afsenderen og ender i slutningen af indledningen med dit overordnede fokus, hvor du angiver de konkrete analysepunkter, du behandler i essayet.
Eksempel nr. 1 på indledning
	Introducer emnet bredt.
	Hand in hand with Trump being elected president back in 2016, the term fake news has been thrown around quite frequently on the American political scene. As a result of this, people have started doubting who you can trust and who you cannot. Therefore, it has become increasingly important to cite sources and to be well documented regarding emotional, political and financial topics.

	Nævn titel og forfatternavn.
Angiv tema og fokus.
	This essay will give an example of exactly this, through a rhetorical analysis of the article "The Trump Administration Says Poverty Is Over. They're Lying", by Bryce Covert, which will focus firstly, on the language and linguistic features of the article, secondly, the use of modes of appeal by the author, and lastly, the argumentation and use of argumentative features which the author uses to get her message across to the reader.


Eksempel nr. 2 på indledning
	Introducer emnet bredt.
	Poverty and homelessness are predicaments many people all over the world suffer under. Many of the people suffering under these unfortunate conditions have got almost no money at all. This means that some have to cut back on eating, because they simply can't afford to buy any food. Poverty causes people to sleep on the streets and beg for food. This is an issue that the government wants to minimize as much as possible, both to reach out to homeless people, but also for the rest of the citizens. However, the initiative made by the government isn't always something that its citizens agree with, which is the very case with the work restrictions.

	Nævn titel, forfatternavn og medium.
Angiv tema og fokus.
	The issue of poverty and homelessness is discussed in the article "The Trump Administration Says Poverty Is Over. They're Lying" written by Bryce Covert, which was published in The Huffington Post on 28 July, 2018. This essay will focus on the writer and on the language including argumentative and linguistic features in the text. Furthermore, this essay will assess how successfully the writer communicates her views.


Det kan være relevant at indlede med afsender/modtager-forholdet, selvom du ikke bliver bedt om det i opgaveinstruksen, særligt hvis din viden om mediet eller afsenderen giver dig anledning til at formode, at teksten har en bias.
Når du skriver afsnittene og anvender citater, kan det være hensigtsmæssigt at forkorte sætninger, så det får dine pointer til at fremstå tydelige. I et afsnit om language, hvor du fx forklarer om anvendelse af negativt ladede ord i teksten, kan du fremhæve disse ord, når du citerer. Det skaber et bedre overblik, og læseren ved præcist, hvilke ord du mener: The author deliberately chooses a number of words that have bold and subjective connotations, e.g. "lying" (l. 2), "wrong" (l. 11) and "... fudging" (ll. 13-14). In this way, the text seems slightly biased and reveals the author's bias.
Dine afsnit skal følge den struktur, du har fortalt læseren, du vil følge. Det vil sige, at du laver 3-5 afsnit, der hver for sig belyser de fokusområder, du vil analysere. Det er vigtigt, at du gør dine argumenter færdige, så afsnittene ikke overlapper hinanden. Se → Toolbox E for at få inspiration til, hvordan du konkret kan formulere topic sentences, lave kobling til citater og forklare betydningen.
Eksempel på anvendelse af citater i en PEE-struktur
	Topic sentence 
(Point)
	Firstly, the language used in the article is formal but easy to comprehend. However, the language is clearly very negative towards the incumbent president and his administration, which sets the tone of the article as very negative.

	Example
	This is noticed in the way the writer describes the president and his administration and their actions. i.e. "fudging the numbers when it suits him"1 and "claiming the credit only when it makes him look good"2.

	Explanation
	Here she accuses the administration of "fudging" numbers and statistics as it suits them, which means that she thinks the administration deliberately changes and frames statistics regarding poverty in the U.S in its favor.
1 Page 1, l. 13
2 Page 1, l. 14


I slutningen af din analyse forventer læseren, at du vurderer, om afsender har succes med anvendelsen af de forskellige virkemidler, når du ser på, hvad der synes at være intentionen med teksten, fx at overbevise læseren om noget. Det vil sige, at du samler op på de vigtigste resultater af din analyse, bestemmer forfatterens intention og vurderer, om forfatteren kommer i mål med sine intentioner. 
Din analyses afsluttes med en konklusion, hvor du opsummerer de væsentlige punkter fra dit essay.
Eksempel på konklusion
In conclusion, the author successfully argues that the problem of poverty in America is, in fact, much greater than what the Trump administration is willing to admit. Her arguments are really well thought out and she successfully covers her lack of merit regarding economics by appealing to logos through statistics and factual information. However, she doesn't cite her sources which hurts her argument. Another way she manages to appeal to the readers is through pathos by writing about sensitive topics such as poverty and homelessness. This makes the readers sympathize with the victims of poverty and homelessness and thus strengthens her argument. However, her intention in the article is very noticeable in her writing. Her language is dominated by her dislike of the Trump administration, which consequently, makes her writing seem biased even though it might be the reality of the situation. Bearing this in mind, it would be fair to conclude that the author delivers a credible and well-argued contribution to the US debate on poverty.

4.4 Argumentation Theory 
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Another way of analysing language is by looking at the argumentation of a text. Put differently, which points of view does the sender of the text want the receiver to agree to, and what means are used to make sure of that?
Argumentation theory has its roots in classic rhetoric. Therefore, many of the elements of argumentation theory come from the art of rhetoric such as the three modes of persuasion. However, argumentation theory does have its own method which will be explained in the following sections.
When you argue, you try to win support for your argument by coming up with reasons why your argument should be supported.
Example of An Argument
You might have the argument that Danish high school students are too stressed and your reasons for that argument are that Danish high school students are too stressed because they have too many written assignments and too much homework on top of a full day at school.
Toulmin’s Model of Argumentation
One method of constructing a convincing argument is by using Stephen Toulmin's model of argumentation. Toulmin’s model breaks down an argument into 6 basic parts. His approach identifies and separates these six components of an argument into a specific order.
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1. Stephen Toulmin: The Use of Argument. Cambridge University Press, 1958.
Claim
The most simple form of an argument is a claim. A claim is the statement to be argued.
Example: Organic food is good for you
Such a claim, on its own, has no reasons/data to support whether it is true or false. Therefore, more is required for the claim to be convincing.
Data
As mentioned earlier, the point of an argument is to persuade or convince the receiver/audience that your claim is true or best. Therefore, a claim such as organic food is good for you needs something that justifies this claim. It needs facts or evidence to prove the claim. These facts/evidence are called data.
Example: Research shows that there are fewer pesticides in organic food
Now, the claim organic food is good for you is supported by the data research shows there are fewer pesticides in organic food.
Warrant
A warrant supports and substantiates your data and claim and acts as a bridge between them. It can be said to deliver the punch line - the ultimate argument that is meant to convince the receiver. However, warrants can prove somewhat tricky as they are often implicit in arguments.
Example: Food without pesticides is healthier

 Rhetorical Devices

	Rhetorical device
	Example

	Allusion:
Reference to something the audience is believed to be familiar with.
	"What makes us exceptional -- what makes us American -- is our allegiance to an idea articulated in a declaration made more than two centuries ago:"
Barack Obama, Inaugural speech, 21 January 2013
obamawhitehouse.archives.gov

	Alliteration:
Repetition of an initial consonant sound in two or more words.
	"We, the people, declare today that the most evident of truths –- that all of us are created equal –- is the star that guides us still; just as it guided our forebears through Seneca Falls, and Selma, and Stonewall;"
Barack Obama, Inaugural Speech, 21 January 2013
obamawhitehouse.archives.gov

	Antithesis:
Opposition or contrast of words.
	"They do not make us a nation of takers; they free us to take the risks that make this country great"
Barack Obama, Inaugural Speech, 21 January 2013
htpps://obamawhitehouse.achives.gov

	Rhetorical question:
Asking a question which will not be answered by the audience but very often by the speaker him/herself.
	"Will we respond to the changes of our time with fear, turning inward as a nation, turning against each other as a people?..."
Barack Obama, State of the Union Address 2016
www.whitehouse.gov

	Anaphora:
Repetition of a word or a phrase in successive sentences.
	"We shall fight on the seas and oceans, we shall fight with growing confidence and growing strength in the air, we shall defend our island..."
Winston Churchill, We Shall Fight on the Beaches
www.winstonchurchill.org

	Metaphor:
A figure of speech where a word or phrase is used to describe something by saying that it is something else to suggest similarity.
	"Hear me, my Chiefs! I am tired; my heart is sick and sad..."
Chief Joseph, Surrender speech
www.americaslibrary.gov

	Simile:
Comparison by using like or as.
	"A room without books is (like) a body without soul"
Roman philosopher Marcus T. Cicero, 106 BC - 43 BC

	Onomatopoeia:
The creation of words that imitate a natural sound.
	"How they clang and clash and roar"
Edgar Allen Poe, The Bells (1849) Project Gutenberg
"The birds tweet outside"
In comic strips "kaboom", "whack"
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