Marriages in India


Glossary before watching the documentary
Dowry=

Documentary
Watch the following documentary in class and answer the following questions:
The Cost of big fat Indian weddings, DW documentary, 8 April, 2025, 12:25
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fIsNycDkM1k 


1. Who pays for the weddings? How much do they pay compared to the amount which they pay for their children’s education.


2. Account for the wedding business in India.

3. Why do the Indian families spend so much on marriages in India?



4. Which alternatives do you have if you are not able to afford a wedding?

5. What is dowry and which role does a dowry play in weddings?


6. In the documentary, numerous examples of the dark sides of dowry are presented.
Please account for the dark sides of the issue of dowry.





7.  What is the main claim of the documentary and what is the purpose with the documentary? Which sources have been interviewed, and which light do they shed on the topic? Do you consider the documentary to be biased? If yes, please account for the way in which it is biased.





8. Does the documentary offer any solution to the problems presented in the documentary?


Grammar/ syntactic analysis
Dowry is illegal in India. Yet it is still given in 95 % of weddings.

Oversæt sætningerne (emne substantiver) :
1.  Specialisten i dokumentaren giver mange informationer om emnet medgift.
2. Medgifter er forbudt i Indien men er stadigvæk meget udbredt. (hvad sker der med ordet medgift når det sættes i pluralis?)


How prosperity fuels dowry demand in India, BBC, 29 May 2023

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-65682796 
1. How is net dowry calculated? 


2. How many of the marriages in the study involved dowry and how much did dowry amount to between 1950 and 1999? 

3. What does it require to get a high quality groom?



4.  What happens to dowry payments as more women get educated?



Syntactic analysis:
How prosperity fuels dowry demand in India



Study the article below called:
India's attitude to arranged marriage is changing. But some say not fast enough

Take notes to the subject of arranged marriages in India and to the attitudes towards arranged weddings in the text and to how the attitudes are changing.
















India's attitude to arranged marriage is changing. But some say not fast enough
By Manveena Suri, CNN
Updated 0318 GMT (1118 HKT) November 19, 2020
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New Delhi, India (CNN)Ananya was 15 when she watched her older sister marry a man she barely knew.
Her sister was 19 years old at the time, and had only met her new husband once before, a few months earlier. They'd talked a handful of times on the phone.
"My oldest sister's marriage was traditional. I don't think she was prepared and she didn't seem to be that happy bride ... I think 19 is too young to get married," says Ananya, who requested to use an alias to discuss personal family matters.
Ananya's parents chose her sister's husband, as well as partners for her two other sisters, who got married when they were 22 and 26 years old. Now aged 30, Ananya knows that her family would love her to settle down with a spouse. She's not so sure.
Either way, she says she will have more control over her future than her sister.
Arranged marriages are still the norm in India, but there's a growing trend for some women to choose their own partners -- or to not marry at all. Technology is also replacing traditional methods of matchmaking. Instead of relying on family connections, many young Indians and their parents are turning to online marriage sites to find a partner.
While the methodology may be modernizing, many young Indians still say the old measures of compatibility -- such as caste and complexion -- are discriminatory and need to go.
[image: A bride exchanges flower garlands with a groom as part of their traditional marriage ceremony in Kolkata in July, 2020.]
A bride exchanges flower garlands with a groom as part of their traditional marriage ceremony in Kolkata in July, 2020.
How arranged marriage works
Arranged marriages date back centuries as a way for upper caste families to maintain their status and consolidate assets. Over time, the system spread to other communities for similar reasons.
Traditionally, families would write up a resume of their children's vital statistics -- weight, height, complexion and caste -- and share the list with the parents of prospective partners. Lists can also be shared with family friends, a local priest or even a paid matchmaker of the kind featured in Netflix's hit show "Indian Matchmaker," although that is increasingly rare.
You're made to feel like cattle. You're dehumanized to such an extent and I don't think the families even realize this.
Mira
In the past, such information may have been confined to that inner circle, but now it's often also on the internet for the world to see.
Matrimonial sites function in a similar way to dating sites, encouraging users to post their personal information to find a match. But while dating site bios are typically fun and witty, the information shared on a marriage site is much more personal. Occupation, income, religion and caste are all listed. For women, the post might also specify their weight, body type and complexion.
Many families see such data as crucial for a successful match, but more liberal Indians view some criteria -- particularly caste and complexion -- as discriminatory.
"You're made to feel like cattle. You're dehumanized to such an extent and I don't think the families even realize this," said Mira, a 26-year-old lawyer who lives in New Delhi. She requested to use a pseudonym to avoid offending her family.
"When you are reduced to a set of qualities on a piece of paper, and I'm sure this holds true for men as well, it's profoundly objectifying and that's what puts me off the whole thing," she said.
Finding a partner
If a match is made -- either through a marriage site or word of mouth -- the prospective couple often then have a handful of "dates," usually chaperoned by family members. The couple are then expected to make a decision on whether to marry.
While there are similarities with dating in the West, these marriages are not considered "love marriages," the union of two people who have fallen for each other. But these modern arranged marriages give the individuals involved more power than they might have had in the past.
Every year or so, they do ask when I want to take the decision to get married. It's in a concerned way, but casual.
Ananya
For instance, when Ananya was 25 she was asked to compile her own biodata -- years ago, her family might have done it for her. "I remember it was like making a CV and I sent it to my dad who forwarded it," she said.
Ananya was already living a relatively modern life. She had moved away from her home city of Jaipur in Rajasthan state to the Indian capital, New Delhi, where she works for an arts events management company.
After the information was exchanged, a family from a city near Jaipur approached her father about the possibility of marriage, but with the condition that their daughter-in-law would either stay at home or join the family business.
"I found this strange because I was very clear about being independent. He said no to them -- but only told me later," she said.
Ananya said her success outside the family home had helped to convince her father that there was no need for her to rush into marriage.
"He's seen that I manage my own life and I work," she said. "Every year or so, they do ask when I want to take the decision to get married. It's in a concerned way, but casual -- not that you have to do this."
[image: An artist applies henna to the hands of a young Indian bride.]
An artist applies henna to the hands of a young Indian bride.
Making the right choice
In the past, parents made most of the decision-making around their children's nuptials. Couples were told who they were to marry and the event was celebrated at a typically big Indian wedding.
We met, our families met. We clicked and decided to go ahead with it. On the same day, both sides said yes.
Pallavi
"Today, the parties seeking to get married have substantial say in whether to say yes or no to one or more proposals," said Amitrajeet A. Batabyal, the Arthur J. Gosnell Professor of Economics at the Rochester Institute of Technology.
Sanjay Chugh, a psychiatrist and therapist in New Delhi, who has worked with couples for 35 years, said young Indians are taking advantage of the arranged marriage system to meet people -- and they're spending more time getting to know each other before exchanging vows.
"Arranged marriages are a system here and it's not going away in a hurry," said Chugh. "The difference now is that it serves as an introduction to a prospective bride or groom and people meet five or six times. Usually the chances when you've met that many times, you're going to go ahead with it."
Pallavi -- not her real name -- said this modern approach to an arranged marriage worked well for her. She spent six months getting to know her husband, who was introduced by a family friend.
"We met, our families met. We clicked and decided to go ahead with it. On the same day, both sides said yes," Pallavi said.
She wasn't under any pressure to get married and could have broken off the engagement at any time.
"My parents were very relaxed. It was up to me to get married or not," she said.
[image: A bride and a groom pose for a photograph ahead of a mass wedding ceremony in Surat in December, 2019.]
A bride and a groom pose for a photograph ahead of a mass wedding ceremony in Surat in December, 2019.
The evolution of arranged marriages
In a country as vast and diverse as India, experiences of finding love range from the staunchly traditional to modern romance. But broad trends are emerging that suggest times are changing.
In the past 30 years, the average age for a woman to marry has risen from 19.3 years in 1990 to 22.3 years in 2018. There are differences based on where women live. For example, in rural regions the average age of marriage was 21.8 years in 2019, but 23.4 years in urban areas, according to a government survey.
Women's participation in the labor force also fell over roughly the same period -- between 1993-94, the labor force participation rate of urban women aged from 15 to 19 was 142 per 1,000, according to government data. Less than a decade later, that figure had dropped to 89 per 1,000.
There are different theories for that, including a weaker job market. But one of the reasons is that more Indian women are staying in education for longer. Some are then going onto university and gaining degrees, which gives them more options beyond getting married.
[image: Young Indian couples are now meeting online and spending more time getting to know each other before getting married.]
Young Indian couples are now meeting online and spending more time getting to know each other before getting married.
"There's been a natural progression, and finances and money give someone more confidence. Women have more control of their own lives," according to Nisha Khanna, a New Delhi-based psychologist and marriage counselor.
"The patriarchal structure of society is slowly changing. Women are becoming more assertive, whether it's in terms of needs of physical intimacy or financial matters. They're becoming more outspoken, they're becoming more equal," she said.
Maybe never
Mira, the young New Delhi lawyer, is not sure if she'll ever marry.
Of course, you can't be 30 and unmarried. It's like the sky will fall or something.
Mira
She says her perspective on marriage -- and life more broadly -- changed when she left home for the city, where she met people from different backgrounds and castes.
Mira's family is from Amritsar, a small city in the northern state of Punjab. They hold the traditional view that young women should settle down and start a family.
"I was reared to be a wife, there's no two ways about it. Even small things like running the house or making sure things are in order, those things are ingrained in me," Mira said.
She said she was brought up to want to get married, but is now "unlearning" that expectation.
"Every year, I push it forward is just rebellion," Mira said. "Because I'm 26, I'm at this dangerous age where my family really want to see me get married in the next two years because, of course, you can't be 30 and unmarried. It's like the sky will fall or something."
"Who knows? Maybe at 30, I will feel lonely and my friends will have partners, houses and kids, maybe it will get to me then, but I hope the process of unlearning pays off.
 Kilde: 
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/11/18/asia/indian-arranged-marriage-dst-intl-hnk/index.html?fbclid=IwAR1Hyzb9iCZDC09LAM4nKB-ax2qxCOG19tCQXn4HI8CiqQVGVv_uZy07x10
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