| ART SPIEGELMAN
| MAUS ">

PRE-READING

@ Discuss in class what you know © The graphic novel MAUS is based

INTRO: The Pulitzer Prize-winning graphic novel you are about to read

tells the story of the author's late father, Vladek Spiegelman. During World about the Holocaust during World on real events and tells the story of
: ; ish t : ho were from Poland, were War II. In your opinion, what is the the Holocaust. The characters, how-
jabgslll dili e el e : most shocking fact? ever, are all animals, predominantly

Il wag W - sent to Auschwitz. They were among the fortunate ones who survived the
‘ - concentration camp, but the experience left emotional scars that espe-
cially the father finds it hard to talk about. After the war the Spiegelmans
emigrated to the US where Art was born and grew up. The immigration
story explains the broken English which you will see the father speak in
the story. MAUS is also the story about how Auschwitz continues to affect
the survivors as well as their children. Moreover, it is a story about how to
tell this story and how you remember things, personal and historical.

: mice and cats. Divide the class in
© Furthermore, discuss the various two — one half is to write about cats,

S ways you have learned about the the other half about mice.

| Holocaust (history books, movies, Individually: As a stream of con-

! novels, museums, personal ac- sciousness, write down what you 3

counts, etc.). Which of these ways think of when you see the word you ,

of portraying the Holocaust has have been assigned: “mouse” or !p L

affected you the most — and why? “cat”. Spend three minutes on this =_ . |

brainstorm. Compare notes with your e _ e

partner.

MAUS was published in two volumes that were immensely popular and
critically acclaimed. As we enter the story, Art Spiegelman is struggling
with this success.

© Look at the Holocaust Memorial
in Berlin (photo this page). Write
down your associations with it and
compare them with your partner’s
associations. What do you think
was the artist’s intention? What im-
pression of the Holocaust does the
i1 memorial convey? Discuss whether
this is a good way to commemorate
the genocide.
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Time flies...

Viadek died of congestiye Wieart
£ailure on Augud 1g, 1932 ...

francoise and \ stayed with him
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But a Lot of the corporations that | O
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richer than ever. \ dv .
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1996, after 8 years of work
wil part of MAVS wag pvblished.
It was & critica\ and commercial success.

Germans have had it vpto
HERE with Holocaust stories. These things
ned before they were even,
born. Why shov\d THEY {e| guitty -

' FOREVER!, .‘/
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our book was aboul ISRAELI Jews,

" At least §ifteen foreign editions ave coming out. I've gatten & serious
offers to turn my booK inlo a TV special or“movie. (1"den't wanna.)
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Pavel is my shrink-He
sees patients at night.

His pla.ce is overrun with
stray dogs and cats.

Hy Avt.
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Somehow my arguments with my father
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It sounds like you're
q feeling remorse-maybe
Wl [ vou \o%\\eve. you @XpoRd
/@ \ your{ather to vidicule.
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how angry | felt.
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Butawen when I'm left alone I'm totally

BLOCKED. Instead of working on wy boolc 4
| just lie onmy coveh for hours and stare
a3t 3 small grease spol on the vphol ﬂ'en(-

\
7 . baaryy (W
A

723 FRAMED PHoTo OF
7] PEv eAT. REALLY!

|
And e took his guilt out onYou, wher &
x‘Al‘S sae .. on kQ, mL SUTVIYOT.

um--Tell me, do
feel amy guilt
Sow‘w’\‘:':tke camps?

s

Sl

™

47

urgency patreengende npdvendighed

feel remorse fgle anger, have samvittighedsnag
ridicule (sb) latterliggerelse

Rego Park middelklassekvarter i New York City

107

—




Sodoyou Y Well.sure \lnowthere was Y Then :
ey | s e T st
wAS amazi resent - oes tha I 1 think | :

Suruiving ¢ } m‘md:’d and e .ng&v\n- adm'\ra\»\e%el:“o%tz::?:v yov m;n.\!".;e :s, W

— ( \ife equals winning

so death equals losw

-.‘

@ Individually, pick a panel that @ In pairs, find a page that you WORKING WITH
you find interesting and study it like and discuss how it works as THE TEXT
closely for technical details. Use a single page spread (see toolbox

terms from the toolbox pp. 14-23. p. 14), i.e. as a story within the

How are the mood and Spiegel- story. Afterwards discuss how the

man’s ideas conveyed by means double page spread works. Talk

of these devices? Prepare to tell a to a neighbouring couple about

classmate about it. your respective analyses.
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©) In pairs, after hearing the @ In your group of four, discuss

Yes.Life always takes theside of life, Yo [ Sigh. l'mndt talk:
and somehow the victims are blamed , bt look at \ﬁi& :‘én}hb:}k;o\?:\\: %?fe'é?(,'

3 . A resentation, the person listening why the chapter has the subtitle
But L wasnt the BEST peoplewho survived, been written abeut Xhe Halocaust, What''s P

has to choose which part of the “Time Flies”. Come up with as
presentation he/she liked the many reasons as possible.

most and explain why. Moreover,

he/she has to ask three questions @ Now return to your stream of
in order to get an even more consciousness responses to the

nordidthe best ones die- (¢ was RANDOM! ){ the point? Peogle haven't changed .

B T S iheyneed

'1 /// L) 4 elaborate analysis. pre-reading exercise 4. Based
AL — on this, discuss why Spiegelman
. %-:,/”/2 has chosen to depict the Jews as
¢ | mice and the Nazis as cats?
*2\\'\\!'\:‘?5\{ *;ﬂ:&z\:&m w\\:ydisef can cu:r ut\.r\avb, Samue) Beckett onee said: "Every ' 1 In your opinion, why are the
better Mt have any mr'e sto"\\:zs.e 5 4 \:‘t{ em;‘é \a-:: :;‘t m‘v;::;;vy S'tm on characters wearing masks?

. 2 Howiis el atratos: ArbSpisgel: WRITTEN/DRAWING ASSIGNMENT
man, feeling and why? How are these In MAUS Spiegelman gives a graphic account
feelings conveyed graphically? of his late father’s Holocaust experience but

the genre is difficult to determine. Draw two
: 3 Why are the narrator’s feelings librarians (e.g. in the form of stick men) and
2§ important to the story? speech balloons in which they discuss to what
‘—,,, l/ , extent the book is fiction/non-fiction, and
Zaunin!. 4 Compare MAUS to other graphic where they should place it in the library (with
. novels you have studied in class. What conventional novels, with comics, with history
On “}Q other J He wasri l'\ft.Mavbe you are the similarities and differences? books on the Holocaust, with biographies).
5&\% i'th.e ca include 1t in your book- You might compare them in terms of

form (graphic style and devices) as
well as subject matter.
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