

The Crossing Places: Worksheet 2



A. CHARACTERIZATION

➋Create a quick characteristic of Ruth: 

Name: 
Age: 
Appearance: 
Job: 
Family: 

➌ Study the examples below and explain what Elly Griffiths wants to say about her character’s personality, social status and family relations with these statements from the beginning of chapter 1.  Follow the PEE structure and use the examples as textual evidence in your characterization.

Helpful terms:
Interior monologue • Rhetorical question• Parenthesis • Irony (self-irony) • Simile • Represented speech



a. Waking is like rising from the dead. 


b. Falling asleep on the sofa during Newsnight, the dragging herself upstairs to lie sleepless over a Rebus book, listen to the World Service on the radio, count Iron Age burial sites to make herself sleep and now this; waking in the darkness feeling like death. It just wasn’t right somehow. 


c. Ruth’s parents are Born Again Christians and are fans of Full Immersion For Adults (capitals obligatory). Ruth can quite see the attraction, apart from the slight problem of not believing in God. Still, her parents are Praying For Her (capitals again), which should be a comfort but somehow isn’t. 


d. The stairs lead directly into the sitting room: sanded wooden ﬂoor, comfortable faded sofa, large ﬂat-screen TV, books covering every available surface. Archaeology books mostly but also murder mysteries, cookery books, travel guides, doctor-nurse romances. Ruth is nothing if not eclectic in her tastes. She has a particular fondness for children’s books about ballet or horse-riding, neither of which she has ever tried. 


e. As she does so, she answers the ever-present sardonic interviewer in her head. ‘OK, I’m a single, overweight woman on my own and I have cats. What’s the big deal? And, OK, sometimes I do speak to them but I don’t imagine that they answer back and I don’t pretend that I’m any more to them than a convenient food dispenser.








