William Blake: Songs of Innocence – Songs of Experience
The Lamb

1. The poem asks and answers a question – which? And what is the answer?

2. Find descriptive details in the first stanza that appeal to the reader’s senses.

3. Describe the atmosphere created in the first stanza. How is it created?

4. Who is “He” in line 13?

5. What is the link between the lamb, the creator and the poet? Which qualities do they share?

6. Describe the language used in the poem.
7. Describe the sound of the poem (its ‘musical features’) when reading it aloud. Find examples of alliteration and assonance (repetition of vowel sounds in nearby words).

The Tyger

8. The poem opens with a striking image of the tiger ‘burning bright in the forests of the night’. Explain the contrast contained in this image.

9. When using the word ‘symmetry’ in line 4, what do you think the poet is referring to?

· The geometrical design of the tiger’s face/body?

· The balance of beauty and danger in the tiger?
· The good and evil that the tiger may represent?

10. Where does the poet think the creator may have found the fire of the tiger’s eyes? (l.5)

11. What do you think fire symbolizes?

12. In the fourth stanza we find a different kind of imagery. Describe it.

a. What is the difference between the kinds of creation portrayed in the third and the fourth stanzas?

b. With a New Historicist approach, try to interpret what Blake is saying in the fourth stanza.

13. How and why did the stars react to the creation of the tiger? (ll. 17-18)

14. What is significant about the questions in ll. 19-20? What is he really asking?

15. Only one word is different in the first and final stanzas – which? And WHY?

16. Describe the musical features of the poem (with examples).

a. Is the rhythm iambic (da-DA) or trochaic (DA-da)?

b. Is it written in tetrameter (4 feet) or pentameter (5 feet)?

17. Discuss both poems in relation to Blake’s “Songs of Innocence” and “Songs of Experience”.
