Alfred Lord Tennyson
– helpful information from Spark Notes 
 […]

Tennyson's personal past, too, figures prominently in his work. The sudden death of his closest friend Arthur Henry Hallam when Tennyson was just 24 dealt a great emotional blow to the young poet, who spent the next ten years writing over a hundred poems dedicated to his departed friend, later collected and published as "In Memoriam" in 1850. […] Tennyson grapples with the tremendous grief he feels after the loss of such a dear friend, concluding famously that "'Tis better to have loved and lost / Than never to have loved at all." 

"In Memoriam" also reflects Tennyson's struggle with the Victorians' growing awareness of another sort of past: the vast expanse of geological time and evolutionary history. Although Darwin's Origin of Species did not appear until 1859, notions of evolution were already in circulation, articulated in Charles Lyell's Principles of Geology (1830-33) and Robert Chambers's Vestiges of the Natural History of Creation (1844).The new discoveries in biology, astronomy, and geology implied a view of humanity [diminishing man's stature on the scale of evolutionary time] that much distressed many Victorians, including Tennyson. In Maud,, for example, he describes the stars as "cold fires, yet with power to burn and brand/ His nothingness into man"; unlike the Romantics, he possessed a painful awareness of the brutality and indifference of "Nature red in tooth and claw." Although Tennyson associated evolution with progress, he also worried that the notion seemed to contradict the Biblical story of creation and long-held assumptions about man's place in the world. Nonetheless, in "In Memoriam," he insists that we must keep our faith despite the latest discoveries of science: he writes, "Strong Son of God, immortal Love / Whom we, that have not seen they face, / By faith, and faith alone, embrace / Believing where we cannot prove." At the end of the poem, he concludes that God's eternal plan includes purposive biological development; thus he reassures his Victorian readers that the new science does not mean the end of the old faith. 
