Multicultura

Britain

Material:

Rudyard Kipling, “White Man’s Burden”, stanza 1, 2, 3, 5, 1899 (poem)

Robin Cook, “Chicken Tikka Masala Speech”, 19 April, 2001 (speech)

Nigel Farage, “Speech at the UKIP convention”, 20 September, 2013 (speech)

Sarah Gavron, “Brick Lane” (2007) (film)

Hanif Kureishi, “My Son the Fanatic” (1997) (short story)

Garton Ash, “What young British Muslims say can be shocking”, The Guardian, 10 August 2006 (article)

Farrukh Dhondy, “Salt on a Snake’s Tail”, 1978 (short story)
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The White Man’s Burden @
By Rudyard Kipling, 1899

Rudyard Kipling (1865 - 1936) British author and poet. Kipling was born
in Bombay, British India (now Mumbai) and has travelled in almost all
parts of the world. He is best known for his works of fiction “The Jungle
Book’ and a collection of stories which includes ‘Rikki-Tikki-Tavi'. In
1907, he was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature. He is still an author
who can inspire passionate disagreement and his place in literary and
cultural history is far from settled: Was he a horrible racist imperialist
or do you have to understand his stories in their right historical context?

Take up the White Man’s burden
Send forth the best ye breed

Go bind your sons to exile

To serve your captives’ need;

To wait in heavy harness,

On fluttered folk and wild

Your new-caught, sullen peoples,
Half-devil and half-child.

Take up the White Man’s burden
In patience to abide,

To veil the threat of terror

And check the show of pride;

By open speech and simple,

An hundred times made plain,
To seek another’s profit,

And work another’s gain.

Take up the White Man’s burden
The savage wars of peace

Fill full the mouth of Famine
And bid the sickness cease;

And when your goal is nearest
The end for others sought,
Watch Sloth and heathen Folly
Bring all your hopes to nought.

Take up the White Man's burden
And reap his old reward:
The blame of those ye better,
The hate of those ye guard
The cry of hosts ye humour
(Ah, slowly!) toward the light:
‘Why brought ye us from bondage,
Our loved Egyptian night?’

[...]

Comprehension and analysis

1. Pair work: Paraphrase each stanza (express in a shorter way what
someone has said or written)

2. How is the black man described?

. What must the white man do?

4. What is the White Man’s Burden?

(%)

o

burden sb byrde
forth adv ud, frem

ye = you
breed vb avle

bind vb forpligte
exile sb eksil, landflyg-
tighed

captive sb fange, tilfan-
getagen

wait on vb opvarte,
tiene

harness sb seletaj
fluttered adj nerves,
urolig

sullen adj modvillig
people sb folkeslag
a’bide vb vente

veil vb skaerme, dekke
over

check vb holde tilbage
an hundred = a hund-
red

make plain id gore
klart

work = work for

gain sb udbytte
savage adj vild, pri-
mitive

famine sb sult

bid vb byde, befale
cease vb ophore

sloth sl dovenskab
heathen adj hedensk,
ukristen

folly sb tabelighed
nought sb ingenting
reap vb heste

better vl forbedre
humour vb lokke med
smiger

bondage sb trxldom,
slaveri

E’gyptian night sb ref.
til Biblen: tre dages
merke som i Egypten;
meget merkt nat
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Well, here we are. After twenty years. What an audience. Look at you. All that work. All those
leaflets. Up at dawn. I know well those streets you have trodden. But you have done
magnificently. And how it’s paid off.

We are changing the face of British politics.

s

Certainly by the time of the general election we’ll be the third highest-membership party in
Britain.

Every other party is fighting their decline.
We're delighted, they’re appalled; the commentators are amazed.

In eight months’ time there are the European elections and the Council elections.

UKIP will be standing in both sets, fielding thousands of candidates.

I'm taking nothing for granted but I think we’re going to do well in the European elections. My
ambition, my conviction is that we can come first and cause an earthquake.

£ il

On the doorstep we tell voters that UKIP councillors aren’t constrained by Labour or
Conservative affiliations. They are un-whipped. Free to represent the interests of the
community. To fight for the right for local people to have referendums on key local issues such
as fracking and the building of wind farms.
And what support we find out there. What eclectic support. Look at you!
You did it. We did it. Everyone in this hall.
£l
When we launched our party just 17 per cent of British people agreed we should withdraw
from the European Union.
Today, that figure is 67 per cent.
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The British Social Attitudes Survey shows how much Britain has been moving UKIP’s way.
On many different areas of our national life.

On welfare — that benefits should be there for need, not as a lifestyle choice.

On education — that grammar schools are a great engine of social mobility.

And yes, on the European Union.

Yes, on immigration.

It’s the biggest single issue facing this country. It affects the economy. The NHS. Schools.
Public services. The deficit.

But the establishment has been closing down the immigration debate for 20 years.

UKIP has opened it up. We need to. From the 1st of January next year the stakes are rising
dramatically.

Let’s have that debate! Openly. We need to talk about it!

We are a nation that has always been open minded about immigration. But more people came
to this country in one year, 2010 than came in the thousand years before it.

I'm not against immigration. Far from it. Migrants have qualities we all admire. Looking for a
better life. They want to get on. I like that. We admire that.

So I'm speaking here as much as for the settled ethnic minorities as for those who have been
here forever.

Half a million new arrivals a year!

It’s just not sustainable.

Anyone who looks at it honestly knows it’s not sustainable.

o)

So who are we? Who is the typical UKIP voter? I'll tell you something about the typical UKIP
voter — the typical UKIP voter doesn’t exist.

When I look at the audiences in those theatres there is a range of British society from all parts
of the spectrum. Workers, employers, self-employed. Big businessmen, corner shop owners.
Well off, comfortably off, struggling. Young as well as old. Not ideologues. Some left, some
right, mostly in the middle. Some activists, some haven’t voted for twenty years.

One thing many have in common: they are fed up to the back teeth with the cardboard cut-out
careerists in Westminster.

Lessd

And that’s why UKIP attracts this eclectic support.

Because when we believe something — we don’t go “are you thinking what we’re thinking”. We
say it out loud.

That’s why UKIP is the most independent-minded body of men and women who have ever
come together in the name of British politics.

Which presents occasional difficulties.

We have some people with overactive Facebook accounts. And we have some who make public
pronouncements that I would not always choose myself.




(...)

65 UKIP is a free-thinking, egalitarian party opposed to racism, sectarianism and extremism.
UKIP is dedicated to liberty, opportunity, equality under the law and the aspirations of the
British people.

We will always act in the interests of Britain. Especially on immigration, employment, energy
supply and fisheries.

70  We know that only by leaving the union can we regain control of our borders, our parliament,
democracy and our ability to trade freely with the fastest-growing economies in the world.
And £55 million a day, incidentally, we get that back as well.

A referendum to allow the country to decide this matter will create the greatest opportunity
for national renewal in our lifetime.

75 That’s us.

(s

All the parties now talk tough on immigration.

David Cameron said he would bring it down to the tens of thousands.
There are still half a million people a year coming in.

80 Do you know, I really think they haven’t made the connection.

I was in an immigration debate chaired by Nick Robinson. I started to talk about Europe, the
rights of entry and residence that EU citizens have. He stopped me. No, he said, this debate is
about immigration it’s not about Europe.

That’s how deep the disconnect goes.

85 Ten thousand a week. Half a million a year. Five million economic migrants in ten years

coming to this country.

Unprecedented. Never happened before.

The effects are obvious. In every part of our national life.
The strain these numbers are putting on public services.

90  Schools. The shortage of school places in primaries and secondary schools.
The NHS. The sheer weight of numbers that adds to the other problems of that
Housing. Demand pushes up prices.

Wages are driven down by the massive over-supply of unskilled labour.
And from the 1st of January next year, the risks increase massively.
95  The seven year period is up and nearly 30 million of the good people of Bulgaria and Romania
have open access to our country, our welfare system our jobs market.
How many will take advantage of that no one knows.
The Home Office don’t have any idea at all. The previous estimate was 13,000 in total.
Migration Watch thinks 50,000 a year. It could be many times that.
100  No one knows. It’s no way to run a policy.
And you can’t blame people wanting to come here.
I don’t blame them.
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I'd come here myself if I was in their position.

So would you. Anyone would be tempted.

In Bulgaria and Romania, average earnings are a fifth of ours.

The purchasing power of £20 of child benefit a week is five times over there what it is here.
So consider a family of mum, dad and three children. They’re going to think, let’s send Dad
over to get work in Britain. That enterprising and industrious fellow can come here, find a job,
and be eligible for child benefit for his three children — even though they aren’t living here.
£60 a week — with the purchasing power of five times that. Sent back to Romania or Bulgaria.
What an incentive. What a draw. What a pull factor, as they call it in immigration circles.
And while you can’t blame them - is it fair? Is it fair for the people who are already here in
this country. Who've paid in to the system?

That migrants can come and immediately start drawing benefits?

When we, the host country, is strapped for cash, when youth unemployment is at a million,
when the NHS is groaning and the deficit is a burden on every family?

I know it isn’t fair. I know it isn’t right. And I know there isn’t a thing the Government can do

about it.

Uea

They are tied up in the cat’s cradle of EU laws, regulations, directives and treaties.

The only way this can be dealt with is by leaving the EU.

Not prolong the agony. But leave, and leave soon. That’s what UKIP has been arguing for
twenty years and what an increasing majority of the British people are — with very good
reason — coming to believe as well.

Sixty seven per cent. Research suggests that 67 per cent of Britons now support leaving the
Union.

I’'m not sure how carefully everyone has thought this through, so let me say a little about what
life outside the Union looks like to me.

I believe that leaving the Union and reclaiming our destiny will create the most exciting
opportunity for national renewal in our lifetime.

At the most basic level we get back £55 million a day. It adds up. It’s £20 billion a year. We
could reduce the deficit. We could reduce corporation tax to 10 per cent. Give us the most
competitive and attractive business taxes in the western world.

We get our money back.

We get our borders back.

We get our Parliament back.

We get our fisheries back.

We get our own seat in on the bodies that actually run the world.

We get back the ability to strike free trade deals. We can abolish tariffs on African produce
and do more to raise living standards there than any amount of aid.

There are those who say we can’t go it alone. That our global influence will decline because we
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are small.
Those are the true voices of Little England. We speak for Great Britain.

-

Leaving the Union will give us our country back and open a door to the world.

We are changing the face of British politics and all our arguments are gaining traction. In
rhetoric the other parties are attempting to move in to our territory but without the slightest
intention of delivering.

(...

Let’s make May 22nd as our referendum on EU membership, let us send an earthquake
through Westminster. Let us stand up and say: Give us our country back!

http://blogs.spectator.co.uk/coffeehouse/2013 /09 /nigel-farages-speech-full-text-and-audio/
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What young British Muslims say can be
shocking - some of it is also true.

French Muslims identify with France more than their British
counterparts do with Britain. We need to understand why.

O 0O ¢ o

Timothy Garton Ash
The Guardian, Thursday 10 August 2006

10

15

20

For anyone who has hoped and believed, as | have, that the British way of integrating Muslim citizens is
more promising than the French one, the last year has been discouraging. Following the shock of the
July 7 London bombings, perpetrated by young Muslims born and educated here, we now have the
results of two recent opinion polls, an excellent TV documentary by Channel 4's Jon Snow, and the
sombre warnings of Britain's most senior Muslim policeman. All convey the same message. Not only do
many young British Muslims feel more alienated from the country they live in than their parents did -
that's true of Muslims from immigrant families right across Europe - but the sense of not belonging
seems to be even more acute in Britain than in France.

In a poll conducted for the Channel 4 documentary, only half the British Muslims questioned said they
thought of Britain as "my country", whereas nearly a quarter said they thought of it as "their country" -
meaning someone else's. The younger respondents were, the greater the alienation. Shockingly, one in
three British Muslims aged between 18 and 24 said they would rather live under Sharia law than under
British law. In a Pew poll of Muslims worldwide, a gob-smacking 81% of British Muslims said they
thought of themselves as a Muslim first and a citizen of their country only second. This is a higher
proportion than in Jordan, Egypt or Turkey, and exceeded only by that in Pakistan (87%). By contrast,
only 46% of French Muslims said they were Muslims first, compared with 42% who felt themselves first

and foremost citizens

Why is this? Here are a few possible explanations, none of which are mutually exclusive. It may have
something to do with the different regions from which French and British Muslims come. | find it
suggestive that the only country to top the British score was Pakistan. And to where do most British
Muslims trace their origins? Well, nearly half of them have their roots in Pakistan, and another quarter-
million or so in India and Bangladesh. A very large number hail from just one region: Kashmir. Is there
something about the particular religiosity of Kashmiri, Pakistani and more broadly south Asian Islam,
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and the way it develops in interraction with a European host culture, as opposed to the Islam of the

Maghreb, from which most French Muslims come?

Then, and most obviously, Blair's Britain has been the most prominent ally of Bush's America in the
Washington-styled GWOT (global war on terror), seen by many young Muslims as a GWOI (global war
on Islam). By contrast, Chirac's France has positioned itself, from Afghanistan to Iraq to Lebanon today,
as an opponent of the GWOT/I and in some measure a friend (or appeaser, to American and British
neocons) of Muslims in general and Arabs in particular. There is now overwhelming evidence that
Blair's foreign policy, and especially the role of British troops in Afghanistan and Iraq, has contributed
very significantly to the alienation of British Muslims in general, and younger, better-educated ones in
particular. In the Channel 4 poll, nearly one third of young British Muslims agreed with the suggestion
that "the July bombings were justified because of British support for the war on terror”. That's truly

shocking.

This doesn't mean Blair's foreign policy has been all wrong. For example, | believe that the intervention
in Afghanistan was entirely justified, because the al-Qaida terrorist network that demolished the twin
towers was based in that failed state. The tragedy is that, instead of then devoting our resources to
rebuilding Afghanistan, we rushed on to the neocons' war of choice in Iraq, thus creating two bloody
failures instead of one possible success. But, whatever you think of the policies in detail, there is no

question that they have angered young British Muslims.

| have always thought that the very undemanding vagueness, the duffle-coat bagginess of Britishness
was an advantage when it comes to making immigrants and their descendants feel at home here. After
all, what have you traditionally required in order to be British? An ability to talk about the weather at
inordinate length. Being willing to mind your own business, to live and let live. A general inclination to
obey the law of the land, more or less. Perhaps a mild interest in the royal family, football or cricket.
That's about it. The very idea of talking about ourselves as "citizens" has seemed to the British vaguely
pretentious and foreign, more specifically French - and therefore bad. But perhaps a more demanding
civic-national identity, like that of the French Republic, has its advantages after all, giving a stronger
sense of identity and belonging. (Whether we can change this by state-ordered pep talks on Britishness
and citizenship is another question; although | do think more ¢an be done in schools.)

Another possible reason is that Britain now has one of the most libertine societies in Europe.
Particularly among younger Brits in urban areas, which is where most British Muslims live, we drink
more alcohol faster, sleep around more, live less in long-lasting, two-parent families, and worship less,
than almost anyone in the world. It's clear from what young British Muslims themselves say that part of
their reaction is against this kind of secular, hedonistic, anomic lifestyle. If women are reduced to sex-
objects, young Muslim women say, | would rather cover up. Theirs is almost a kind of conservative
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feminism. Certainly, it's a socially conservative critique of some aspects of British society, particularly

visible in their generation, in the urban neighbourhoods where they live.

And the critique is nuanced. Half those asked for the Channel 4 programme thought Muslim girls should
make up their own minds whether to wear the hijab to school. Nearly a third of female respondents felt
there was some truth in the idea that Islam treats women as second-class citizens. (The men just
couldn't see it. Now | wonder why ... ) And a majority said that British society treats women with respect.

Whatever the mix of causes for this alienation, we need to escape from seeing British Muslims only
through the prism of two currently prevailing paradigms: the terrorism paradigm and the backwardness

paradigm.

The former starts from the question: how can we prevent our Muslims becoming terrorists? A
reasonable enough question, but if this becomes the predominant way of looking at British Muslims
(Muslim = potential terrorist), it risks contributing to the very effect it aims to avoid. The latter asks: how
can we help these people to integrate better into our modern, progressive, liberal, secular society? Its

implicit equation is: hijab = backwardness.

The idea that these young British Muslims might actually be putting their fingers on some things that are
wrong with our modern, progressive, liberal, secular society; the idea that rational persons might freely
choose to live in a different, outwardly more restricted way; these hardly feature in everyday

progressive discourse. But they should.

Articulate British Muslims, as encountered on Jon Snow's Channel 4 documentary and in magazines
such as Q-News and Emel, are not merely telling us non-Muslim Brits a lot about themselves. They are

also telling us something about ourselves.

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2006/aug/10/comment.race
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