Daredevils
Into Thin Air: A personal Account of the Mount Everest Disaster (1999),
Jon Krakauer
Study Questions 

	
1st Class

1. How is Mount Everest portrayed by Eric Shipton in the opening quotation?

2. Describe John Krakauer’s feelings when he is standing on top of Mount Everest. What is his condition? 

3. What are the signs that things are about to go wrong?

4. Characterize the vocabulary in the text (disregard the Shipton quote at the beginning).




2nd Class

1. How does Krakauer describe the situation on the mountain (weather, climbers etc.)?

2. How does Krakauer describe climbing and why does he do it?

3. Explain, ‘Fischer was trying very hard to eat Hall’s lunch, and Rob knew it.’(pp 75-76 ll. 
41-1) Also connect this quotation to what is said in the following sentences and explain that.

4. How does Krakauer argue for ‘a safer-than-average year’ (p. 77 ll. 11-12)?


5. What is the message of the text?

6. Look up the idiom ‘Into thin air’ in your dictionary (Meriam-Webster). Why has Krakauer chosen this as the title of his book?


Post-reading Work (3rd and 4th Class). Research and Presentations
The class will be divided by four. Half of the class will work with questions 1 and 2 and the other half will work with questions 3 and 4. 
For the presentations groups 1 and 2 will present their work to each other (a total of 4 presentations (two orange and two blue). Groups 3 and 4 will do grammar outside class. After 30 minutes the latter groups will present to each other, and the first groups will do grammar.
· Orange groups: Q. 1 and 2
· Blue groups: Q. 3 and 4

1. Once the North and South Poles had been conquered, many people regarded Mount Everest as the Third Pole. Sir Edmund Hillary’s successful climb in1953 was therefore considered as important as Peary and Amundsen’s pole expeditions. First, find out who Peary is. Second, make a portrait of Sir Edmund). You will easily find information about him on the Internet.

2. What are the Seven Summits mentioned in the text? Find information about them and their attraction to mountain climbers on the Internet. Why is man fascinated with setting records?


3. Discussion: Should people who are only “marginally qualified” be allowed to expose themselves, other climbers, and search and rescue teams to danger because they climb for fun and/or competition?

4. What are the environmental consequences of the popularity of the Himalayas?
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