Rhyme – the basics


End rhyme: All rhymes occur at line ends- rhyme with  
Some of the most ordinary types:
· couplet: rhyming pairs: aabbcc – see/thee, you/true
· alternating rhyme: Rhyming in an abab pattern.

· intermittent rhyme: Rhyming every other line: xaxa (x = no rhyme).

· envelope rhyme: abba 

· internal rhyme: Rhyme that occurs within a line or passage, whether randomly (as below, on "flow" and "grow") or in some kind of pattern: 

· A heavenly paradise is that place, 
 Wherein all pleasant fruits do flow. 
 These cherries grow, which none may buy 
 Till "Cherry Ripe!" themselves do cry. 

Alliteration – the rhyming of vowels/consonants

· assonant rhyme: Rhyming with similar vowels, different consonants: dip/limp, man/prank.
· consonant rhyme: Rhyming with similar consonants, different vowels: limp/lump, bit/bet.
Rhythm & metre (versemål)
· ‘foot (feet)’ is two syllables, one which is unstressed and one which is stressed

· ‘iamb’ is a foot composed of an unstressed syllable followed by a stressed syllable

· iambic trimeter is a line of poetry consisting of three iambic feet

· iambic tetrameter is a line of poetry consisting of four iambic feet

· iambic pentameter is a line of poetry consisting of five iambic feet

· Trochee is a foot consisting of an stressed syllable followed by an unstressed syllable. E.g., William Blake opens “The Tyger” with a trochaic line: “Tyger! Tyger! Burning bright.
