Hanif Kureishi: My Son the Fanatic  -  Group work


1. Write short character sketches of	a) Parvez 	    b) Ali	c) Bettina. Which adjectives would you use to characterize them?
Find one quotation for each of them.

2. What does Parvez see as the real problem – Ali turning a fundamental Muslim or Ali turning against his father? Substantiate your point with quotations.

3. What is Parvez’ philosophy of life? And why doesn’t he get very far with it in his discussions with Ali?

4. There are three confrontations between Parvez and Ali:
i. the restaurant scene
ii. the scene in the cab with Bettina
iii. the last scene in Ali’s room
Trace Parvez’ state of mind in these three confrontations and notice the changes that he goes through. Find relevant quotations to substantiate your points in each of the three situations.

5. Characterize the relationship between Bettina and Parvez. Again, quotations!

6. Discuss which of the following themes are most predominant in the story: culture clash – the generation gap – religious conflict – Islam – Western decadence – fundamentalism – fanaticism – corruption – identity – roots – other…

7. With which character(s) does the sympathy lie? Can you use this to say something about the message?

8. Contextualize this short story by comparing it to other sources in the theme of “From the British Empire to Multicultural Britain.”
