Concepts of the Declaration of Independence

The Declaration of Independence contains this far-reaching statement. 
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.” 

1. Explain the phrase “all Men are created equal”. 
All mankind have/has the same rights. No one is more important than the other. 

2. Explain the phrase “certain unalienable Rights”.
Rights that you can’t lose and that are fundamental. 

2. Explain the phrase “… that among these [rights] are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness”. 
Everyone is entitled to a equal life with the same opportunities. 

4. Why are these phrases still important today?
The phrases are basic human rights. It is an example of democratic thinking 
It is a national ethos that is separate from the time in which it was written. It still applies today. 

5. How do these phrases relate to blacks in America and to the civil rights movement?  
Blacks are still oppressed and looked down upon so they don’t take part in these “unalienable” rights. 
