Worksheet: Bias, Framing, and Rhetorical Strategies in Opinion Writing
Part 1
Get together in your groups and read the two opinion pieces together. As you read, make notes of emotionally charged expressions, clear signs of bias and framing, and choice of words (e.g. “rebels” instead of “terrorists”). 
Texts for analysis:
Simon Tisdall: ‘The global rule of law is not collapsing – Trump is the lone problem and he can be defeated’ (The Guardian)
Norman Roule and Karim Sadjadpour: ‘Why Trump could topple Iran’s tyrants and secure his place in history’ (Fox News)

Answer the following questions:
1. Framing
How do the two opinion pieces frame Donald Trump?
How do the writers frame the political opponents (e.g. Iran’s leaders and European leaders)?

2. Emphasis
Use the two opinion pieces to find three examples (in total) where the authors highlight certain details while ignoring or downplaying others.
What effect does this selective emphasis have on the reader’s perception?
How does this relate to the idea that “the first version people hear often sticks longest” (a quotation from the article we worked with in Friday’s class)?

3. Loaded language
Identify five positively or negatively charged words or expressions from each article.
Explain how they shape the reader’s attitude toward the subject

Come back to class.

