Introducing poetry
- a simple model (for analyzing both poetry and song lyrics)



How to read poetry:

1. Read the poem aloud several times.

Look up words you do not understand
What does the title tell you?

What is your first reaction to the poem??
What is the dominant atmosphere in the poem? Is the atmosphere the same all the way through?


2. Contents:

Situation: What is the poem about? Characters? Where does it take place?

Composition: Divide the poem into sections and give each section a heading…

Point of view: Who is the lyrical eye (speaker)? A first-person narrator? Is the narrator close to the events of the poem or a more distant observer? Does the speaker speak to a specific person?


3. Form:

Your first impression of the form: what does the poem look like?
Are there regular stanzas? Are the stanzas short or long? Are the lines indented or irregular in any other way?

Figures of sound: are there rhymes in the poem? A rhyme scheme? Repetitions? Alliteration? Assonans? Other sound effects?

Imagery:  metaphors, similes (sammenligninger med ‘like’ el. ‘as’’), personifications.
Is the imagery surprising or more conventional?


4. Theme:
This is where you consider all your analytical observations and answer the following questions:
• What are the themes?
• What’s the intention of this text? (pursuasion?, manipulation?, touch us emotionally?, etc.) 


 
	



