Tom McAfee (1928-1982) was a professor, writer and poet. In some of his stories, a man is thinking (writing) about himself. His thoughts are overheard (read) by the reader. Sometimes the man is reacting to his immediate surroundings and sometimes his thoughts are memories. McAfee’s character’s are often ordinary Americans, with characteristics such as mistrust, betrayal , greed, contradictions and so forth.

Pre-reading exercise for “This is My Living Room”:
What would be a redneck’s or hilbilly’s attitudes to:
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· 
· Guns
· Gender
· Race
· The law
· Authorities
· Religion
· Politics


Comprehension questions:
1. The setting: when and where is the story set?



2. How does the first-person narrator introduce himself?





3. What does he tell us about his wife and his two girls?






4. What does he tell us about his living room and his store?





5. What does he tell us about the people of Pine Springs? (p. 160)

Analysis questions and interpretation:
1. This story is told by a first-person narrator, an I. Discuss what consequences this has for the presentation of “Life in Pine Springs”?








2. Characterize the narrator: What values does he have, and how does he see himself? How do you see him? You must use two PEEs while working on this assignment.













3. How does the author see his main character? Why has he created him, do you think? 

