Bear Brook – episode one: Hide and Seek

Understanding the text
(Here’s a link to a transcript of the first episode: Transcript of Episode 1: Hide and Seek — Bear Brook (bearbrookpodcast.com) 
1. In what year did Jesse and his friends come up with the game “hide-and-seek”? 
2. What did Jesse and his friends find?
3. What is the name of the town where the kids made their discovery?
4. The children didn’t investigate the contents of the barrel, but a hunter did. The hunter then called a police officer. What did the police officer, who was first on the scene, see when investigating the barrel?
5. The early investigation concluded what about the victims?
6. 15 years later, in 2000, a new discovery was made. What was found?

Analysis of Podcast

1. How does the story begin?
a. Donkey(s) and scene?[footnoteRef:1] [1:  A donkey is a term for someone or something that can engage the reader instantly through a personal connection and can lead the reader into the larger topic of the story. This way of starting a text is also called a “hook” which is often seen in fiction as well. Scene: a story is accessed through the senses, so another narrative device used as a hook is creating a scene. Not as in throwing a tantrum but as in describing the setting and the situation that will draw the reader into the story.] 

b. Role of the narrator/journalist?
2. What are some elements typically associated with fiction used in this story?
a. Language (poetic, metaphorical), composition (chronological, non-chronological, flashback), dialogue, etc.
b. Narrative devices used to create suspense (foreshadowing, surprises, cliffhangers etc.)
3. What are some elements typically associated with non-fiction used in this story?
a. Language (clear, unambiguous), structure (hierarchical like a traditional news article?), elements that can be verified (events, people, quotes) etc.
b. Are sources and soundbites used? What kind and to what effect?
4. Characterize the people of Allenstown 
5. Characterize the setting(s)
6. Characterize the narrator
7. What seems to be the intention or purpose of the text?
