The Sin Bin or Lucy’s Heart

1. Why does Lucy hit Penny?
2. “I can’t wait for the future when there aren’t so many things to worry about” (p. 36, ll. 3-4). What are all the things that Lucy worries about and what do they tell us about her?
3. How do Lucy’s mum, Lucy and Bethan look upon God, make-up, white bread, smoking, Penny, Prize Day?
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4. Lucy keeps repeating “she says”? What does that show us about her state of mind? Is she: convinced, worried, insecure, self-confident?
5. Below is a list of some of the descriptions of the heart that Lucy is drawing as well as other references to hearts from the text. Read through the list and try in your own words to describe the emotions Lucy experiences through the text.
a. “The heart that I’m drawing looks like a futuristic city full of tunnels for people to slide around in” (p. 34, ll. 4-5)
b. “My heart is rubbish” (p. 35, l. 1)
c. “It’s a mess of really dark and really light” (p. 35, ll. 2-3)
d. “The heart is shaped like an upside down pear” (p. 35, l. 13)
e. “I’m adding some fur to the arteries. I’m doing it really hard and black like I imagine tar looks” (p. 35, ll. 28-29)
f. “My mum says God can see inside your heart and see the badness there. I wonder what Bethan’s heart looks like” (p. 36, ll. 40-43)
g. “My heart is nearly finished. It looks more real than the one in the book. I’ve softened everything and made it look almost like it could pump blood and keep me alive” (p. 37, ll. 16-18)
6. What is the theme of the story?
The battle between good and evil, incompetent mothers, violence/bullying in schools, the heart as a seat of emotions, the heart as an internal organ, class, the sin of pride, adolescence, your suggestion?

