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Analyzing a poem
Analyzing The White Man’s Burden
FORM (1. taksonomi)

· Stanza and line, enjambement / run-on lines, end-stopped lines

· Rhyme, rhythm, alliteration
· Type: sonet, ballad, free form

CONTENT (2. taksonomi)

· Metaphor, simile, metonomy, personification, symbol, repetition

· Adjectives, verbal forms, references

· The voice of the poem (the speaker)

· Theme

· Setting

· Tone and mood 

INTERPRETATION (3. taksonomi)

· Contextualization

· Author and literary period

First – a short introduction to The White Man’s Burden

Rudyard Kipling was born in 1865 in India, and by the 1890s he had become an immensely [enorm] popular writer in England
. The White Man’s Burden was published in 1899. The year before, in 1898, the United States and Spain began a war over Cuba, which led to American colonial rule of Cuba and the Philippines
. Kipling’s poem was ‘a call to the United States to join with Britain in its self-appointed [selvudråbte] task of extending [udvide] the blessings of
’ western civilization.
________________________________________________________________________________
Analysis of

FORM (stanza, line, rhythm, and rhymes):
Stanza and line:

Seven stanzas, each of eight lines
Rhythm:

Iambic trimeter:

Iambic: an unstressed syllable [stavelse] ˬ followed by a stressed syllable ̗ (da-dum, da-dum, etc.)
Trimeter: three feet [versefødder]; da-dum˥ da-dum˥ da-dum

Three feet = six syllables (How do you count English syllables?)

    ˬ     ̗      ˬ         ̗          ˬ         ̗      ˬ

Take up˥ the White˥ Man’s bur˥den -

    ˬ        ̗       ˬ       ̗       ˬ      ̗   

Send forth˥ the best˥ ye breed –

  ˬ     ̗         ˬ        ̗        ˬ    ̗    ˬ

Go bind˥ your sons˥ to ex˥ile

  ˬ     ̗           ˬ       ̗      ˬ          ̗   

To serve˥ your cap˥tives’ need;

  ˬ     ̗       ˬ     ̗     ˬ      ̗     ˬ

To wait˥ in hea˥vy har˥ness

  ˬ     ̗       ˬ         ̗       ˬ       ̗    

On flut˥tered folk˥ and wild – 

    ˬ        ̗          ˬ          ̗    ˬ      ̗      ˬ

Your new˥-caught, sul˥len peo˥ples,

    ˬ     ̗    ˬ     ̗        ˬ         ̗  

Half de˥vil and˥ half child
Rhythm and rhymes

Odd numbered lines have feminine endings (and do not rhyme); even numbered lines have a masculine ending (and rhyme).

Feminine ending = close with an extra unstressed syllable

Masculine ending = close with a stressed syllable

Result:

= Same number of lines and a regular rhyme scheme in each stanza + Strong rhythm! A very even pace. Can we use this to say anything about the intention / message / theme?
________________________________________________________________________________
Questions for the
CONTENT (metaphor, symbol, the voice of the poem (the speaker), tone, mood, and theme):
Use the Danish version of the poem if you need help – or ask your teacher. Remember the short introduction. (Skriv STIKORD! Ellers når I det ikke!) and feel free to jump between the questions!
Stanza one:

1. Who are the captives?

2. Why do you think the captives are described as ‘half-devil’ and ‘half-child’? (What are ‘devil’ and ‘child’ meant to symbolize?)

3. What is it the captives need according to the speaker of the poem?

Stanza two:

4. What is meant by “to seek another’s profit, And work another’s gain”? (Hint: it is the British who seek and work – and the others are the captives)
Stanza three:

5. Describe the tone or mood of stanza three (remember to use the text to back it up!)
Stanza five:

6. How is the white man treated by the captives (when he tries to bring them what they need)?
7. Now for a short biblical lesson: In the Old Testament it is described how Moses freed the Israelites from Egypt. On their way to ‘the promised land’ the Israelites were suffering from hunger, and so they blamed Moses for taking them from what they believed to be a relatively comfortable life in Egypt. The biblical moral is, of course, that the lives they led were not comfortable; they were slaves, and Moses freed them. They just did not fully understand.
How is this story used as a parallel to the story of the natives and the white man?
Stanza seven:

8. Who do you think the white man’s peers are? And what do you think they judge him by?

10. What is the theme of the poem? (Try to work in the results of the form-analysis in order to support your answer)
________________________________________________________________________________
Questions for an

INTERPRETATION (contextualization + historical period / author):
1. Read the following:

The term ’imperialism’ has assumed various meanings throughout history.

‘Imperialism’ was initially used as a political term. At this time it was used to describe ‘the efforts of a state or a people to impose rule on others’
. Later, the term gained further meaning. When the European states ‘took on the mission of spreading their civilization and culture across the world
’, it was ascribed a psychological and moral value. ‘Imperialism’ was now seen as a moral undertaking, a means to lighten the darker parts of the world. Even later on the term was again ascribed a new meaning. To secure and continue their developments, the European states tried to obtain access to raw materials and markets, and so ‘imperialism’ assumed an economic meaning.

Thus, imperialism can be understood in three ways. How is imperialism understood in The White Man’s Burden?
2. Relate the poem to the advertisement from Pears’ Soap (page 11 in your compendium)
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