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Northern Ireland & The Troubles
Questions for the chapter pp.107-122
1. What was the Good Friday Agreement? And What conflict did it end? (p. 108)


2. Why is it a mistake to confuse the British Isles with the United Kingdom and/or Great Britain? Please explain which countries belong to which geopolitical term (p. 109).


3. Why do Catholics (Nationalists) and Protestants (Unionists) have different views of Northern Ireland’s past and of the political, social and cultural world that make up Northen Ireland? You must mention at least 4 contradictory views (p. 110-111).






4. What triggered the Troubles in the late 1960’s? (p. 111, at the bottom of the page).



5. How did the Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association (NICRA) fight for Catholics in Northern Ireland? (p. 112, at the top of the page).



6. Which kind of political reforms did NICRA demand?



7. Why were the civil right marches opposed by the Protestant community?


8. What made the Government of Northern Ireland ban NICRA marches?


9. Explain why people view 5 October 1968 as the day the Troubles began?



10. What was the RUC? (p. 112, look at the last 10 lines of the page).

11. Why were British troops sent into the streets of Northern Ireland?



12. How did the violence in Northern Ireland become more organized? And what made them so powerful? (p. 113).



13. What was the policy of internment? And why was it a failure? (p. 114).




14.  Explain the impact of Bloody Sunday? (p. 115, look at the first part of the page).





15. What did the Prevention of Terrorism Act (introduced in 1974) give the police? (æ. 116).



16. Why did many Republican paramilitary prisoners choose to participate in hunger strikes? (p. 116-117).


17. Which country played a crucial role in bringing about the peace process in Northern Ireland? (p. 117, at the bottom).


18. When and where did formal peace negotiations begin in Belfast? (p. 119, at the bottom of the page).


19. How many people were killed or injured during The Troubles? (p. 120).

