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Assignments for Foster chapter 2
pp. 17-27
1. Keywords: double bed, bath, hands, clothes, secrets, the well, water
· Use these keywords to briefly summarize chapter 2 (without writing anything)

2. Write a point and an explanation for these three quotes:

Bath
p. 18: “Our mother bathes us in what little she can, and sometimes makes us share.”
hands
p. 18: “Her hands are like my mother’s hands but there is something else in them too, something I have never felt before and have no name for. I feel at such a loss for words but this is a new place, and new words are needed.

Clothes
p. 19: She is holding a pair of old-fashioned trousers and a new plaid shirt. (…)

The Well
p. 20: ‘come down to the well with me, ‘she says
(…)
Something about the way she says this makes me wonder if it’s something we are not supposed to do.
‘Is this a secret?’
‘What?’
‘I mean, am I not supposed to tell?’
She turns me round, to face her. I have not really looked into her eyes, until now. Her eyes are dark blue pebbled with other blues.
‘There are no secrets in this house, do you hear?’

3. How does Mrs. Kinsella (Edna) say about secret and shame? And how does the girl react to her words?
p. 21: ‘where there’s a secret,’
 she says, ‘there’s shame – and shame is something we can do without.’
‘Okay.’ I take big breaths so I won’t cry.
She puts her arm around me. ‘You’re just too young to understand.’
As soon as she says this, I realise she is just like everyone else, and wish I was back at home so that all the things I do not understand could be as they always are.



3. What does the girl notice during her trip to the well with Mrs. Kinsella?
- You must comment on these two quotes when you answer this question:

p. 21: Downstairs, she fetches the zinc bucket from the scullery and takes me down the fields. At first I feel uneasy in the strange clothes, but walking along I grow that bit easier.

p. 22: The breeze, crossing the rim of the bucket, whispers sometimes as we walk along. Neither of us talks, the way people sometimes don’t when they are happy – but as soon s I have this thought, I realise its opposite is also true.


b. Analyse the dialogue between the girl and Mrs. Kinsella on pp. 20-21 (until line 11)



