Kalighat by A.L. Basham
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Understanding the text 
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Who worship Kali?
2. Describe the road that leads to the Kali temple

3. Describe the noises and sounds around the temple

4. Where is the first stanza set?

5. Where is the third stanza set? (“The court is lined...”)
6. What is being sacrificed?
7. Where is the fifth stanza set? (“In the half-darkness...”)
8. Tolly’s Nullah is mentioned in fifth stanza. 
Tolly’s Nullah was the main flow of the Hooghly River (which is connected to the Ganges river) from the 15th to 17th century, but it has subsequently nearly dried up. What is meant by “this black mud” in stanza five, line 10?
The Kalighat temple of Calcutta
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Analyzing the text
Form:
1. Look at stanza four (“In one clean...”), line 5. It says “then goat and drum are dumb”. The line consists of only one-syllable words and an example of assonance – “drum” and “dumb”. Why? (Try to speak the line out loud – what does it sound like? Try to combine form and content)
2. The last two stanzas consist almost entirely of end-stopped lines. Why are there so many end-stopped lines here?

3. Find examples of run-on-lines. Explain the use of run-on-lines.
Content:

4. How would you describe the tone and mood of the poem? Encircle and/or ad your own words:

· Melancholic

· Energetic

· Sad

· Hectic

· Solemn

· Harmonious

· Gloomy

· Chaotic

· ...
5. When sacrificing and worshiping Kali, it is customary to cleanse oneself in the river next to the temple. How is the river (Tolly’s Nullah) next to the temple described? And how does the state of the river affect the speaker of the poem?
6. Explain in your own words what Kali teaches her worshipers.
7. What is the theme of the poem?

Interpretation

8. The identity of Calcutta has often been associated with the goddess who gave the city its name: Kali, the black divinity of destruction. Many examples of this imagery can be found in literature, where the Goddess and her myth are used as a metaphor to describe Calcutta. The deathly and violent connotations of Kali are extended to the city, which is depicted as a 'metropolitan nightmare', a place identified with overpopulation, poverty, political riots, and sickness.

Does this apply to the poem Kalighat?
Statue of Kali from the temple





The river behind the temple and the ghat
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