Analysis of Slumdog Millionaire
Step 1: What is the film about? (Give very brief summary and state the main theme of the film)

Step 2: What genre is the film? Encircle your answer:

Action

Adventure

Drama

Thriller

Horror

Comedy

Epic

Musical

Crime and Gangster

Science Fiction

Western

War

Bollywood*
*Read the following and consider how Slumdog Millionaire resembles and differs from a typical Bollywood production:
Bollywood:

Bollywood is the informal term popularly used for the Hindi-language film industry based in Mumbai, Maharashtra, India. The name "Bollywood" is derived from Bombay (the former name for Mumbai) and Hollywood, the center of the American film industry. Bollywood is the largest film producer in India and one of the largest centers of film production in the world.

Bollywood films are mostly musicals and are expected to contain catchy music in the form of song-and-dance numbers woven into the script. A film’s success often depends on the quality of such musical numbers. Indeed, a film's music is often released before the movie itself and helps increase the audience.

Songs and dances, love triangles, and comedy are all mixed up in a three-hour-long extravaganza with an intermission. These movies are a mixture of many things such as action, comedy, romance etc. Most films have heroes who are able to fight off villains all by themselves.

Bollywood plots have tended to be melodramatic and romantic. They frequently employ ingredients such as star-crossed lovers and angry parents, love triangles, family ties, sacrifice, corrupt politicians, kidnappers, conniving villains, courtesans (kurtisane/skøge) with hearts of gold, long-lost relatives and siblings separated by fate, dramatic reversals of fortune, and convenient coincidences
.
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Step 3: Structure analysis

A) Fill out the Plot Point Model together
B) Compare Slumdog Millionaire to Clara’s Day

Do you remember the composition in Clara’s Day? Chronological, with a shocker in the beginning – to catch the reader’s interest. No flashbacks, only very little background information; this has to be given to us in very small doses so that we are left with the task of figuring out why Clara did what she did.

How is Slumdog Millionaire different from Clara’s Day?
Step 4: Analysis of setting and characters 
A) Characterize setting:

1. In which city is a major part of the film set? And what is characteristic of this city?

2. Analyse the following screen shots:
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The camera zooms out, at the beginning of the film:
00:07:02-00:07:06
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B) Characterize* the characters:
· Jamal
· Salim
· Latika
* Analyse the screen shots below, and consider the following:

- What facts do we learn about the character? (age, appearances, education, family situation etc.)

- How would you describe the character? What part(s) of the story made you feel this way?

- Is the character flat (one-sided, stereotype) or round (complex, hard to describe)?

- Does the character develop or change?

- How does the character interact with the other characters in the film? And what do the other characters think about the character in question?

- What do the character’s actions tell us about him/her?
C) Read your characterisation of the three main characters, and consider whether or not the characters are stereotypical in relation to the Bollywood genre

D) Consider the following in relation to your answer to the previous question: Does the film maker succeed in creating a realistic and fair picture of today’s India or does he create a fairytale-like universe filled with stereotypical characters?

Screen shots of characters:
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                                                      Jamal and Salim

Return to theme:

A) What is the theme/message of the film? What does the film maker wish to do with this film?
B) (Read the part about Slumdog Millionaire og fattigdom*) Many Indians criticise Slumdog Millionaire saying the film does not depict today’s India, but instead shows India from the Western countries’ point of view; thus omitting (udelade) positive things and signs of progress. Consider whether or not this critique is relevant.

*Slumdog Millionaire og fattigdom:

Omtrent 800 millioner af Indiens 1,1 milliard store befolkning bor i slumområder, hvor de lever for mindre end 2 dollars om dagen. Over 2/3 af Indiens befolkning har en indtægt, der ligger under det niveau, som landets indbyggere har defineret som eksistensminimum. Over 60 % af Mumbais mere end 18 mio. indbyggere lever i slumområder, og her er Dharavi den største med et indbyggertal på et sted mellem 600.000-1.000.000 ifølge Time Magazine og BBC. Statisterne i filmen er ikke skuespillere, men langt hen ad vejen faktisk beboere, slumdogs, i Dharavi. De to børn, der spiller Salim og Latika som små, blev opdaget af filmteamet i slummen, og de blev for deres 30-dage lange skuespillerindsats betalt, hvad der svarer til tre gange en voksen persons årlige indtjening i dette kvarter.

Dette billede af håbløshed er en af årsagerne til, at filmen adskiller sig stærkt fra et Bollywood-produkt på trods af det afsluttende musiknummer. Det indiske publikum er ikke vant til at se deres land præsenteret på denne måde. Det har også betydet, at filmen – der er den første vestlige produktion, der er indspillet i Indien – ganske vist har vundet de indiske biografgængere og anmelderes interesse, men ikke har fået samme ros som i USA og Europa.

Filmen er blevet kritiseret intenst i de indiske medier […]

Kritikken af "Slumdog Millionaire" går bl.a. på forholdene omkring de to 8-årige skuespilleres lønninger og deres fortsatte miserable situation, ligesom der i de indiske medier er stor frustration (men også uenighed) over det billede, filmen tegner af Indien. Der har været gadeoptøjer i flere storbyer, hvor der har været sammenstød mellem oprørte borgere og politiet, og der er blevet begået hærværk foran biografer. Kritikere af filmen mener, at den ikke respekterer den indiske kultur, men bygger på Vestens paternalistiske og imperialistiske syn på Indien uden at medtage de positive sider eller tegn på fremskridt i det, der principielt anses for at være verdens største demokrati. At Dev Patel, der spiller Jamal, ikke er inder, men en gymnasieelev fra området Harrow i det nordvestlige London, har også vakt røre. De indiske kritikere mener ikke, at filmen giver et tilstrækkeligt nuanceret billede af Indien i dag
.

Differences: 





Resemblances:











� Wikipedia.com


� Det Danske Filminstitut – www.dfi.dk/filmiskolen
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