Analyzing a poem – things to consider

FORM (1. taksonomi)
· Stanza and line, run-on-lines (= enjambments), end-stopped lines
· Rhyme
· Rhythm
When we analyse the rhythm, we first count the number of syllables. We then divide the line into feet (one iambic foot consists of two syllables; the first being unstressed, the second stressed) and determine the metrical length of the line:
- Monometer = one foot		- Pentameter = five feet
- Dimeter = two feet		- hexameter = six feet
- Trimeter = three feet		- heptameter = seven feet
- Tetrameter = four feet		- octameter = eight feet
The iambic pentameter is the metrical form that most closely resembles natural speech and it is the most widely used metre in English poetry. 
 
Metre is not a straitjacket and in most poems there are deviations from the principal pattern. Thus, identify the prevailing metre, but also notice variations (To get the base metre of a poem, it often helps to choose a stanza from near the middle – technical irregularities are more likely at the start and at the end of a poem).
· Assonance: repeating similar or identical vowel sounds in a sequences of nearby words e.g.: hope / spoke / stroke
· Alliteration: repeating the same initial consonant sound in a sequence of nearby words e.g.: black and blue
· Type: sonnet, ballad, free form, etc. (see pages 3-4)
(ALWAYS remember to ask why? Why has the author chosen to make a lot of end-stopped lines, to make it rhyme, etc.? And, of course, answer your question. E.g. “the author has chosen to break the regular rhyme scheme in the last two lines in order to make the reader notice what is said and thus emphasize these last lines”. This way you are moving on to the second level of taxonomy)
CONTENT (2. taksonomi)
· Simile: a simile is a figure of speech in which a comparison between two distinctly different things is indicated by the word ‘like’ or ‘as’. A simile is made up of three elements: 1) the tenor: the subject under discussion 2) The vehicle: what the subject is compared to 3) the ground: what the poet believes the tenor and vehicle have in common. E.g.: “Life is like a rollercoaster”: Life = tenor, rollercoaster = vehicle, it has its ups and downs = grounds
· Metaphor: is an implied comparison which creates total identification between the two things being compared. Words such as ‘like’ or ‘as’ are not used. Like a simile, a metaphor is made up of a tenor, a vehicle and a ground. E.g.: “The assignment was a breeze”. 
· Metonomy: when the term for one thing is applied to another. ‘The crown’, for example, can be used to refer to a king.
· Personification: comparing something – an animal, object or idea – with human characteristics. The primary function of personification is to make abstract ideas clearer to the reader by comparing them to everyday human experience. 
·  symbols
· Adjectives, verbal forms, references
· The voice of the poem (the speaker)
· Setting 
· Tone and mood
· Theme 

INTERPRETATION (3. taksonomi)
· Contextualization 
· Author and literary period 

Types of verse
[bookmark: Rhymed_verse]Rhymed verse is the most commonly used form of verse and generally has a regular meter and an end rhyme.
    I felt a cleavage in my mind
    As if my brain had split;
    I tried to match it, seam by seam,
    But could not make them fit.
    The thought behind I strove to join
    Unto the thought before,
    But sequence ravelled out of reach
    Like balls upon a floor.
                       -Emily Dickinson
[bookmark: Blank_verse]
Blank verse is generally identified by a regular meter, but no end rhyme.
    In Mathematics, Woman leads the way:
    The narrow-minded pedant still believes
    That two and two make four! Why, we can prove,
    We women-household drudges as we are-
    That two and two make five-or three-or seven;
    Or five-and-twenty, if the case demands!
                                     -Princess Ida
[bookmark: Free_verse]
Free verse is usually defined as having no fixed meter and no end rhyme. Although free verse may include end rhyme, it commonly does not.
    Whirl up, sea--
    Whirl your pointed pines,
    Splash your great pines
    On our rocks,
    Hurl your green over us,
    Cover us with your pools of fir.
                               -H.D.

Sonnet:
The term sonnet comes from the Italian word ‘sonetto’, which means ‘little song or sound’. In a sonnet a poet expresses his thought and feelings in fourteen lines. In Shakespeare’s sonnets the fourteen lines are made up by three quatrains (four lines) and a couplet (two lines) with the following rhyming scheme: ABAB-CDCD-EFEF-GG. This form is often reffered to as the Shakespearean sonnet.


2

image1.png
5o long| 3 men| can breathe | or eyes| oan see,
$o long | lves this | and this| gives L | b thee.
(Sonnet 18)




