2

Crime fiction – introduction

Pre-reading exercises (just talk about these questions for 5 minutes):
1. What is your favourite crime story? (You must explain why…)

2. Why do many people read or watch crime fiction?



3. I you could write your own crime fiction…what elements would you include?

Vocabulary:
1. Match each word to the correct definition – and consider which word class it belongs to
	word
	definition
	word class

	entice
	brutal, merciless
	

	ruthless
	change
	

	adjust
	challenged or disputed
	

	contested
	an uncomfortable feeling of nervousness or worry
	

	anxiety
	to attract or tempt (someone)
	



· Write at least four sentences with four of these words:

2. Fill in the blanks

· Choose the correct word from the list: anxiety, penalize, deviate, mundane, escapism
3. The judge decided to ______ the criminal with a long prison sentence.
4. Reading crime fiction can sometimes reduce feelings of ______ about real-world dangers.
5. The killer was seen as a social ______ who broke society’s rules.
6. Many readers enjoy crime fiction as a form of ______ from everyday problems.
7. The detective’s life seemed ______ compared to the excitement of solving crimes.

	· 
	

	
	

	Questions for Case in Point (pp. 7-8)
1. What is crime fiction?

2. How many crime fiction books are purchased every year in the UK?

3. Who are the most frequent readers of fiction?

4. Why does this group of readers have such an appetite for crime fiction?

5. What makes crime fiction so appealing to a large audience? (You must mention at least three different reasons).


6. In what ways does crime fiction offer a place to discuss societal problems? (Look at the bottom of page 7 and continue until page 8, line 13).

7. How much do escapism and entertainment mean to readers of crime fiction? (Look at the final paragraph on page 8).

Setting – a contrast to the horrors (p. 10-11)
1. Why is the setting of a crime story of great importance?
2. What defines these different types of settings in crime fiction?
	Realism
	


	Locked room mysteries
	


	Idyllic places
	


	The big city
	


	Symbolic landscapes
	




	

	
	

	
	

	
	




