Monty Python 
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A group of six comedians who created Monty Python’s Flying Circus, a British television comedy sketch show that was broadcast on the BBC from 1969 to 1974. The humour of Monty Python is both silly and surreal, but it is also strongly characterized by a preoccupation with sociological concepts such as the British social class system – like the sketch below, “Working-Class Playwright” (and the one called “Upper-Class Twit of the Year” – not included here).
Match word and definition in this exercise that will test your knowledge about humour and the words we use when we talk about humour. There are more words than definitions, so some words in each exercise do not fit any description. There are two exercises.
Exercise 1:

Word		                   
Exaggeration
Joke
Satire
Sitcom
Sketch
Stand-up
The Absurd

Definition
An activity in which one person stands in front of an audience and entertains them by telling jokes.
A way of criticizing something such as a group of people or a system, in which you deliberately make them seem funny so that people will see their faults.
A funny television programme in which the same characters appear in different situations each week.
A short humorous scene on a television programme, in a theatre etc, that is part of a larger show.


Exercise 2:

Word
Exaggeration
Irony
Parody
Satire
Slapstick
The absurd
Understatement
Clowning
Joke
Pun 
Sit-com
Stand-up	




Definition
Humorous acting in which the performers fall over, throw things at each other etc. 
A statement or way of saying something that makes something seem better, larger etc than it really is. 
The practice of making something seem to have less of a particular quality than it really has.
A style of play for the theatre expressing the belief that human existence has no meaning or purpose. The characters do not communicate effectively with each other, and often their words do not make sense. 
An amusing use of a word or phrase that has two meanings, or of words that have the same sound but different meanings; i.e. a play on words. 
A piece of writing, music etc. or an action that copies someone or something in an amusing way.
Something that you say or do to make people laugh, especially a funny story or trick. 
Doing silly things in order to make people laugh.
When you use words that are the opposite of what you really mean, often in order to be amusing.



                                                                 
Many agree that Monty Python is funny, and they love John Cleese and his silly walks. But in order to really understand Python's satirical upside-down humour, you will need some knowledge of the aspects of British society that they are making fun of. 
This exercise will give you just that.
	
	Working class
	Upper-middle class

	Which social class is D.H. Lawrence* famous for depicting?
	
	

	Which social class would you expect to be using a language with long, well-formed sentences and technical words?
	
	

	Which social class would you expect to be using a language characterized by dialect and mild swearing?
	
	

	Which social class would you place a playwright in?
	
	

	Which social class would you place a miner in?
	
	

	People from the coal-mining town of Barnsley, North East England, represent which class? 
	
	

	People from Hampstead, North West London, represent which class?
	
	




Working-Class Playwright 
1: Opening scene: A sitting room straight out of D. H. Lawrence. Mum, wiping her hands on her apron is ushering in a young man in a suit. They are a Northern couple.

2: Mum: Oh dad… look who’s come to see us… it’s our Ken. 

3: Dad: (without looking up) Aye, and about bloody time if you ask me. 

4: Ken: Aren’t you pleased to see me, father? 

5: Mum: (squeezing his arm reassuringly) Of course he’s pleased to see you, Ken, he… 

6: Dad: All right, woman, all right I’ve got a tongue in my head – I’ll do t’talkin. (looks at Ken distastefully) Aye … I like yer fancy suit. Is that what they’re wearing up in Yorkshire now? 

7: Ken: It’s just an ordinary suit, father… it’s all I’ve got apart from the overalls. 

8: (Dad turns away with an expression of scornful disgust.) 

9: Mum: How are you liking it down the mine, Ken? 

10: Ken: Oh it’s not too bad, mum… we’re using some new tungsten carbide drills for the preliminary coal-face scouring operations. 

11: Mum: Oh that sounds nice, dear… 

12: Dad: Tungsten carbide drills! What the bloody hell’s tungsten carbide drills?
 
13: Ken: It’s something they use in coal-mining, father. 

14: Dad: (mimicking) ‘It’s something they use in coal-mining, father’. You’re all bloody fancy talk since you left London.

15: Ken: Oh not that again. 

16: Mum: He’s had a hard day dear… his new play opens at the National Theatre tomorrow. 

17: Ken: Oh that’s good. 

18: Dad: Good! good? What do you know about it? What do you know about getting up at five o’clock in t’morning to fly to Paris… back at the Old Vic for drinks at twelve, sweating the day through press interviews, television interviews and getting back here at ten to wrestle with the problem of a homosexual nymphomaniac drug-addict involved in the ritual murder of a well known Scottish footballer. That’s a full working day, lad, and don’t you forget it! 

19: Mum: Oh, don’t shout at the boy, father. 

20: Dad: Aye, ‘ampstead wasn’t good enough for you, was it? … you had to go poncing off to Barnsley, you and yer coal-mining friends. (spits) 

21: Ken: Coal-mining is a wonderful thing father, but it’s something you’ll never understand. Just look at you! 

22: Mum: Oh Ken! Be careful! You know what he’s like after a few novels. 

23: Dad: Oh come on lad! Come on, out wi’ it! What’s wrong wi’ me?… yer tit! 

24: Ken: I’ll tell you what’s wrong with you. Your head’s addled with novels and poems, you come home every evening reeling of Château La Tour… 

25: Mum: Oh don’t, don’t.

26: Ken: And look what you’ve done to mother! She’s worn out with meeting film stars, attending premières and giving gala luncheons… 

27: Dad: There’s nowt wrong wi’ gala luncheons, lad! I’ve had more gala luncheons than you’ve had hot dinners! 

28: Mum: Oh please! 

29: Dad: Aaaaaaagh! (clutches hands and sinks to knees) 

30: Mum: Oh no! 

31: Ken: What is it? 

32: Mum: Oh, it’s his writer’s cramp! 

33: Ken: You never told me about this… 

34: Mum: No, we didn’t like to, Kenny. 

35: Dad: I’m all right! I’m all right, woman. Just get him out of here. 

36: Mum: Oh Ken! You’d better go … 

37: Ken: All right. I’m going. 

38: Dad: After all we’ve done for him… 

39: Ken: (at the door) One day you’ll realize there’s more to life than culture… There’s dirt, and smoke, and good honest sweat! 

40: Dad: Get out! Get out! Get OUT! You … LABOURER! 

41: (Ken goes. Shocked silence. Dad goes to table and takes the cover off the typewriter.) 

42: Dad: Hey, you know, mother, I think there’s a play there … get t’agent on t’phone. 

43: Mum: Aye I think you’re right, Frank, it could express, it could express a vital theme of our age… 

44: Dad: Aye. 











Glossary

heap
vb vælte ud over

abuse
sb skældud, skældsord

humiliate
vb ydmyge

stake
vb spidde

frisky
adj vild

dummy
sb mannequin-dukke

debs
= debutantes

wreak havoc
id spolere fuldstændig

obstacle
sb forhindring

apron
sb forklæde

usher in
vb følge ind

scornful
adj hånlig

tungsten
sb wolfram

carbide
sb karbid

drill
sb bor

preliminary
adj indledende

coal-face
sb der hvor man bryder kul

scour
vb skure, rense

nymphomaniac
sb person der er afhængig af sex

’ampstead
= Hampstead eksklusivt område v. London

ponce
vb gå og blære sig

Barnsley
tidl. mineby i Yorkshire, Nordøstengland

addled
adj forvirret, forstyrret

reel
vb rave, slingre

nowt
= nothing

clutch
vb knytte sammen

writer’s cramp
sb skriveblokering





Analysis and interpretation 
1. What is the topic/theme of the sketch? 
2. Who is ridiculed in this sketch?
3. What kind of stereotypical behavior is made fun of? 
4. Which humour theory is predominant? (SB book, pp. 10-13) 
5. Which humourous devices are used? (SB book, pp.14-25)
6. What is the message of the sketch? Is it a critique of something?

Reading and acting 
Since these texts are humorous sketches, they must be read aloud – and acted out – to make some sort of sense. In groups of three, read aloud Working-Class Playwright with the right accent/dialect. 
Want to compare with the real thing? Try YouTube and watch Monty Python's Flying Circus - "Working Class Playwright" We watched this one: And Now For Something Completely Different... Monty Python Olympics | Upper Class Twit of The Year when we started working on this topic.

Post-reading 
You may have had your appetite whetted? There are plenty of Monty Python sketches online, both texts and shows. We recommend the following for studies and/or acting out: The Dead Parrot, Ypres 1914, Conquistador Coffee Campaign, Agatha Christie Sketch, Lumberjack Song.
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