George Orwell’s 1984, chapter 1, pp. 4-10, line 31

Understanding the text:
1. What is the name of the main character? What is your immediate impression of him?
2. Where does the story take place? Try to describe it in as many details as possible
3. Why is the society in 1984 a dystopian society?

Analysis of text:
1. Find as many negative connotations on pp. 4-10 as possible. Explain the use of the connotations.

2. Find the positive connotations on the bottom of page 8 to the top of page 9. Explain the use of the connotations (in what context are these positive connotations used? What does that reveal about the mentality of this society?).

3. List all the strange and novel characteristics of this alternate version of London (e.g.: Hate week, BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING YOU, the telescreen, Newspeak)
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
Look at the list, and try to characterize the setting (find fitting adjectives)

4. Characterize Winston – remember to back up your arguments with quotes from pp. 4-10

5. Read the following quote:
“The Ministry of Love was the really frightening one. There were no windows in it at all. Winston had never been inside the Ministry of Love, nor within half a kilometer of it. It was a place impossible to enter except on official business, and then only by penetrating through a maze of barbed-wire entanglements, steel doors, and hidden machine-gun nests. Even the streets leading up to its outer barriers were roamed by gorilla-faced guards in black uniforms, armed with jointed truncheons.” (P. 6, ll. 19-24)

Comment on the name of the Ministry and the description of it

6. Why does Winston drink the vile-tasting gin (p. 6)? Why does he carry the book home feeling guilty (p.7)? Why does a “tremor” go through his bowels when he is about to write in the book (p.7)? Why does he start writing “in sheer panic” (p.8)?

7. What made Winston begin the diary this particular day? 


George Orwell – understanding the background of the author and novel: 
Crash course Literature: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H9ipRaLa4Jw
00:00-07:35

A)  “1984 is an indictment (accusation) of specific governments, but it is also a warning about the importance of free thought and speech” (01:05-01:10)
What type of government is Orwell attacking?

B) “Then in 1936, he declared that he was ‘against totalitarianism and for democratic socialism, as I understand it’. Democratic socialism basically uses democratic means to create a political and economic structure that supports socialist goals. You know things like a social safety net and universal healthcare.” (04:56-5:15) + “At the same time Orwell was strongly opposed to Stalin and totalitarian strains of Communism.” (5:42-5:45)
Can you find references to totalitarian communism in 1984?

C) “But in 1984 specifically, Orwell explores the difficulty of retaining individual freedom within the confines of an oppressive society” (6:37-6:45)
Explain how Winston experiences this difficulty (p. 5, ll. 15-16 + p. 7, ll. 5-6+27-29 + p. 8, ll. 9-15+18-19 + p. 9, l. 12) 

