Questions for 1984, pp. 10-16


1. Find all the descriptions of the sandy-haired woman on pp.10-13 – and try to explain in your own words what she experiences during the Two Minutes Hate.

2. What does Winston experience during the Two Minutes Hate?

3. Look at p.11, ll.13-19 (“Goldstein was delivering his usual … had been betrayed”)
a. What is Goldstein advocating? How is this conflicting with the Party’s doctrines?
b. What does the following lines mean “…a child should have been able to see through it, and yet just plausible enough to fill one with an alarmed feeling that other people, less level-headed than oneself, might be taken in by it”.

4. Why do you think the Party has invented the daily two minutes hate sessions – The Two Minutes Hate?

5. After the Two Minutes Hate people start chanting “B-B!”. On p. 14, ll. 3-4 it says, “Partly it was a sort of hymn to the wisdom and majesty of Big Brother, but still more it was an act of self-hypnosis, a deliberate drowning of consciousness by means of rhythmic noise.” Find other examples of how the people, or Winston, in 1984 “drown” their consciousness (you might find some examples here: p. 6, ll. 26-27 + pp. 8-9, ll. 33-12 + p. 15, ll. 21-28, p. 16, l. 5)

6. What made Winston begin his diary this very day?

