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Post-Modernism

late 20" century till today

Introduction
The word Post-Modernism means “after the Modernist movement”
and was an area of academic study in the mid-1980s and still is. DEFINI, =
You may conclude that the old ideas about how man seeks knowi- M
edge have definitively been terminated at this point. Now there is no TEAMIN, =
universal truth to guide man or society. ﬁFSLUﬂ'f:Tf_
What Post-Modernism implies is difficult to explain as it appears UMvetsat i
. . VR . . Treomr =
In-many different areas of study such as art, architecture, music, vamiveese
film, literature and sociology. The term Post-Modernism must not be sauvpreo |
confused with the term Post-Modernity, which has another focus: TMPGLES=
Post-Modernism is, as already mentioned, a cultural and intellectual Mﬁ,’ -'
phenomenon, whereas Post-Modernity as a term is used within soci- EXPEssiy
ology and political science to describe societies economically and UDT”TK? |
culturally — mostly seen from a global point of view. C°“T"'N‘T'§
The Post-Modern writer focuses on expression without content, '~°H°Lbf
which means that the writer puts up a scenario which the reader js FrRACMBU-

. . ) TE0D REA -
free to interpret in whatever way he wants to: there is no correct ey =
interpretation. Frsc

But while Post-Modernism seems very much like Modernism, it TuS E—Tll

differs from Modernism in its attitude. Post-Modernism does not see V\fv.-nceu(,~]

the fragmented reality of the 20t century as necessarily bad but HEg o |

comhentsmsmﬁwggrﬁngIessness and plays with it. Mt»m:uc-l
Post-Modern literature is very experimental and every story is very LESSM, ¢

different from the other. So it is very hard to point out some common @%Q’r;“’:

Exr&Eti M,
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Chapter 6 » Post-Modernism

characteristics. However, soyﬁe of these are fragmentation, the use
of paradoxes and the use of questionable narrators who are not to be
trusted, which all make the stories very subjective.

Everyday situations are used in many noveis, making it highly
influenced by social realism. These novels are typically without any
unnecessary information such as nhames, occupation, description of
setting or supporting characters. This affects the reader’s own rela-
tion to the text and challenges his imagination.

Furthermore, most Post—Modern*Wm not use classical meta-
phors. Instead they make use of intertextuality when they want to
make a point. This is e.g. done by imitating characteristics of earlier
periods, mostly to make a parody of them. It is important to the
writer that the reader realizes that it is actually a parody. So in this
way the illusion of being original is also shattered. There is nothing
new under the sun.

Ideologies

In the beginning Post-Modernism was a reaction to Modernism. In the
Post-Modern world there is no hierarchy or organizing principle within
literature and art. This means that the artist or the writer does not
feel obliged to follow the established rules of literature and art but
instead plays with new forms resulting in extreme complexity, ambi-
guity as well as interconnectedness. Sometimes Post-Modernism may
€ven appear as a parody of itself or a free-for-all buffet ~ or simply
just words on a page.

Post-Modernists see the Western World as being outdated as it
£ncourages meaningless bureaucracies and consumerism. It results
in harming the resources and environment of the Earth, thereby
giving way to various environmentalist groups such as Greenpeace
and Earthwatch.

There is an individual perspective on anything. Truth is rela-
tive; it is up to you to decide what truth is, so anything goes. Post-
Modernists are sceptical about traditional categorizations such as
nationalism, capitalism, and religion. They would prefer a global
non-political community with individual freedom and equality for
everybody. This attitude is also found in the area of mass media and
the tabloid press in particular, which most definitely present their
own version of reality, a reality which to some may seem distorted
and full of distrust.
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Charles Higson'’s short-story “The Red Line” (1993) describes such AnGLeS:
a fragmented and distorted world. The scene is the London Under- VWK%
ground, where the reader follows four typically isolated Post-Modern X €rs0Phn 2
characters who have four different angles on reality. Eventually, one Frteaumes
of the characters, Berto, gets stabbed due to the xenophobic and Foeves<
hostile atmosphere of the place, which is emphasized by the red fine
of blood on the floor.

Important historical events ;
To sum up, the 20 century was a period of the decline of Britain as D€'U-JUC%
a world power as her colonial empire disappearemough Britain TILBAGE~
was one of the winners of World War 11, the country was also greatly Farc
weakened. It was a new situation in which Britain tried to join the :
other developed capitalist countries of Western Europe in the EEC TWE s~
(the forerunner of the EU), of which Britain became a member in
1973,

The 1970s were led by the Labour Party and characterised by a
wave of strikes on the labour market. The trade unions had grown very
strong and the coaTMdefeated the government through
two strikes. The film Brassed Off (1996) shows the ups and downs of
a brass band, where the brass band symbolizes what happens to the
people of a mining society when the mine closes.

Unemployment and a high inflation made matters worse. Finally,
a great part of the population grew tired of the situation and the
government. In May 1979 the Conservatives won the general elec-
tion and Margaret Thatcher became Britain’s first female Prime
Minister. The beginning of her period was difficult and the decline in
the economy continued and peaked in 1982. However, the general
atmosphere seemed to change in that year when Margaret Thatcher
sent a task force because the Argentineans had invaded the Falkland
Islands. The islands were recaptured by the British and national pride
was restored. So was the economy.

Throughout the decade unemployment and inflation fell steadily.
Many people experienced a substantial rise in their living standards.
Others were getting poorer, especially the increasing number of single
parents whose state benefits were reduced.
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atian jn 1984~1985 Tn which the ¢63] MINErs ang:
ive Government. That
déath of militant trade unionism in BRritain

The 1990s began with the introduction of the very unpopular poil
tax, which was perhaps Margaret Thatcher’s only serious mistake. In
1990 she was replaced by John Major and the Conservatives stayed
in power until 1997 when Labour finally won and Tony Blair became
Prime Minister. He modernized the ideas of socialism with substantial
success and passed several welfare reforms. In 2007 he was replaced
by Gordon Brown.

The world changed with the attack on America on September 11,
2001. From this date on terrorism has been on the world’s agenda,
also cruelly demonstrated by the terrorist acts in Madrid (2004),
London (2005) and Mumbai (2008).

In March 2003 US Forces, backed by British army and coalitional
forces, invaded Iraq with the aim of establishing a democratic govern-
ment and removing Saddam Hussein as leader of Iraqg. Although public
opinion is becoming more and more against the intervention, British
forces are still present in Iraq in 2010.

Society

The society of the 20t century has changed so fast that it is very
difficult to define. However, it seems to have developed into a society
of disillusionment and uncertainty. Nobody appears to know where
they are going and this creates a variety of anxieties: pollution, the
atomic bomb, diseases such as AIDS, the effects of global warming,
just to mention a few.

Moreover, focus has changed from national to global. The world
has turned into a huge melting pot of encountering cultures. People
are constantly on the move, and every tiny village has become a
global one.

“Progress” has moved from being something positive and neces-
sary into being something negative and annoying. Science and ration-
ality are useful, but not enough to improve the world. .

The markets of the world are changing from mass production to
specialized production. At the same time many multi-national compa-
nies grow and tend to become quite powerful and at some points they
may even be on the verge of taking over the role of the State. The
State no longer gives service as much as before because of growing
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" privatization in the public sector. Scepticism against this trend is AaaT14 |
exemplified in Doris Lessing’s short-story “"DHSS”, in which both the MAATA -
social worker and the client feel stuck as there is no longer any trust e/
in the system. CovT

In Post-Modern society people are less likely to be employed in the
same job for many years. They go for new challenges and holding a job Bluceeo 3
for more than five years may be seen as an unwillingness to be flexible. %?K}Z'
Being flexible is actually one of the mantras of the time, also mirrored _____~
in the way the daily work is organized. The division between being at |
work and being at home has become blurred as more and more people
work at home during the week. A contemporary word for all this is
flexicurity, a combination of the word “flexible” and “security”.

Bearing all this in mind, we may conclude that it is very difficult to
put a certain label on Post-Modern society.

Recent sociologists, such as Anthony Giddens, have used the term
“late-Modernity” to describe our most recent time. By this Giddens
indicates that we are not talking about Post-Modernity, yet.

Man/Woman

Throughout the Post-Modern period the family pattern has changed NV EA
drastically. The characteristics are uncertainty, insecurity and doubt, F""M'V’r:
reflected in instability and increasing divorce rates and what seems gmy::fg
to be the end of the traditional nuclear family.

With the liberation of women and a higher percentage of women WEV\TAS:
working outside the home a change of role has been inevitable. &Ug/DGf?E. _
Mothers are no longer the only ones to take care of their children
as professional child-minders have taken over while the mothers are g:cu’_" -
working. Consequently, children are socialized more individually than M,z:fé ]
before.
The new family pattern may take many shapes: The single-parent &'SL"NE”? -
family, surrogate-mothers, gay and lesbian families, brought-together '
families as well as the traditional nuclear family.

Today, family life is characterized by busyness. Home is no longer
where the hearth is as family members do things individually, often
in their own room. The boundary between home and work is blurred, :
which has been further reinforced by the introduction of computers 1!
and the Internet. The idea of the global village has become reality. !
Post-Modern man has a huge amount of contacts outside the family '
by means of e-mail, text messaging, chat rooms and sites like Face-
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Chapter 6 « Post-Modernism

book and MySpace. These contacts tend to create a sense of excite-
ment, as well as a sense of fragmentation and chaos.

igion |
Religio AGNOST\CS =

The elements of fragmentation and chaos are also seen in people’s
choice of religion. All religions and non-religions are represented in
the Post-Modern world. Some people are atheists or agnostics, while
others follow more traditional religions, but being part of a global
community everybody sees human life in a wider perspective.

General characteristics in literature

To begin with, many of the elements of the Modernist period repeat
themselves in Post-Modernism. Again, themes and techniques tend to
blend and are often used together. The most used techniques will be
described in the following paragraphs; however, this is not to be seen
as an exclusive list of features as not all Post-Modern writers make
use of all features.

One of the elements used is pastiche which means to combine or
glue together various elements. It can be used as a celebration or
a parody of former styles. It can also be a combination of multiple
genres which are used to create a unique narrative. This is e.g. shown
in Paul Auster’s “City of Glass” (The New York Trilogy, 1985), in which
detective fiction is mixed with metafiction and magic realism.

some of the major characteristics of Post-Modern writers are
playfulness and black humour, whereas Modernist writers had a
more pessimistic outlook on life. This playfulness and black humour
are also illustrated in “City of Glass” where the author takes his
reader on a cruise through New York. The reader expects the story
to have a goal; however, the reader is left with absolutely nothing
in the end. Robert Altman’s movie Short Cuts (1993), based on a
number of Raymond Carver’s short stories, takes the viewer on
a kaleidoscopic journey around Los Angeles, where the lives of
22 characters are shown and interlinked, giving an impression of
chance and chaos.

Another major element in Post-Modern fiction is the use of inter-
textuality. The element was originally introduced in Modernism and
is based on the idea that texts never really stand isolated but tend to
relate to one another. In this light you may say that there is nothing
new under the sun. “City of Glass” is again a case in point. The reader
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is expected to be familiar with basic knowledge of the Bible as well as
hard-boiled American crime fiction.

Just as in Modernism, metafiction is also used in Post-Modern s
writing. Metafiction is a way of commenting on the writing process VNDSrLrnN '

U‘“Y’“ﬁ’i‘” and it creates an emotional distance to the reader thereby under- :

Wffi\;';c mining the authority of the author. In “City of Glass” this is illustrated

—vpeveisa DBy the use of the red notebook and the writer himself, Paul Auster,
receiving mysterious phone calls and at a point even interacting with
the protagonist.

Historiographic metafiction is another form where historical events
or figures are used directly in the story or are being fictionalized. In
our present information age we are bombarded with information due
to the widespread use of technology because we never really know
what reality is. One might talk about the idea of hyperreality in which
simulations have replaced the real world.

S Club Band (1967)
music were surprisingl

ock ,/-
pliby-y blending electronic music with references to the Bible ;
“Modernism_g'_l_e_ﬂ_s_h,eg the new and thought that ideas from the
past were old-fashioned. Post-Modernism, however, borrows from the
past and mixes a wide range of styles - a “pick and mix” approach. It
goes against strict rules and takes the ideas very far as regards art
and architecture. Among other things, the-concept of space is rede-
fined as is seen in the world of theatre where in principle anything
may be performed anywhere.
An example of Post-Modern art is seen below where the blog artist
“Joe” has made the picture of George W. Bush out of many small
photos of American soldiers who have died in Iraq.
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Kid

Batman, big shot, when you gave the order to grow up,
then let me loose to wander

leeward, freely through the wild blue yonder

as you liked to say, or ditched me, rather,

in the gutter ... well, I turned the corner.

Now I've scotched that “he was like a father

to me” ru%ﬁﬁacked it, blown the cover

on that “he was like an elder brother”

story, let the cat out on that caper fo, e e

with the married woman, how you took her
Holy robin—redbreast-nest-égg-shocker!
Holy roll-me-over-in the-clover,

I'm not playing ball boy any longer

Batman, now I've doffed that off-the-shoulder
Sherwood-Forest-green and scarlet number
for a pair of jeans and crew-neck jumper;
now I'm taller, harder, stronger, older.
Batman, it makes a marvellous picture:

you without a shadow, stewing over

chicken giblets in the pressure cooker

next to hothing in the walk-in larder,
punching the palm of your hand all winter,
you baby, now I'm the real boy wonder.

downtown on expenses in the motor. G

By Simon ATMTAGE | 1992

IN "HMGHUIGHTS OF (LITezaTuee,
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% — Interflora

10

by Susan Hamilyn

CAT
From Robert B. @ mailexcite dot com
To E.B.B. @ virgin dot uk:
Please find herewith a proof of my esteem
a customized, fresh, virtual bouquet.
For scent please click on cellophane and press
Control. To read the message on the tag
highlight the print, click on Encrypt Reverse.
To unwrap blooms and place in vase use Drag.
My flowers sent, beloved, in this way,
won't fade, stink of mortality’s decay.
Petals won't wilt to husks nor leaves to slime;
these on-line flowers for you will outlast Time.
But if, my love, this gift seems incomplete
and does not touch your heart, then press Delete,
(2002)

Analysis
1. What is the poem about?

2. Comment on the structure of the poem.

3. Comment on the style of the poem: Characterize
the language. Why are some words capitalized?

4. Comment on “My flowers sent, beloved, in this
way,/won't fade, stink of mortality’s decay.”

5. Comment on the title.
6. What are the themes?

7. Compare “Interflora” with William Shakespeare’s
sonnet “"Sonnet 18” (*Shall I compare the ...”, cf. A
Short History of Literature in English, p.21)
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Chapter 5 » Post-Modernism

II. Typical Post-Modern characteristics
Find Post-Modern characteristics in the text. %%
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East Wind

by Julian Barnes

The previous November, a row of wooden beach huts, their
paintwork lifted and flaked by the hard east wind, had
burned to the ground. The fire brigade came from twelve
miles away, and had nothing to do by the time it arrived.
“YOBS ON RAMPAGE,” the local paper decided, though no
culprit was ever found. An architect from a more fashion-
able part of the coastline told the regional TV news that the
huts had been part of the town’s social heritage and must
be rebuilt. The council announced that it would consider all
options, but since then had done nothing.

Vernon had moved to the town only a few months before,
and had no feelings about the beach huts. If anything, their
disappearance improved the view from the Right Plaice,
where he sometimes had lunch. From a window table, he
now looked out across a strip of concrete to damp shingle,
a bored sky, and a lifeless sea. That was the east coast: for
months on end you got bits of bad weather and lots of no
weather. This was fine by him: he’d moved here to have no
weather in his life.

“You are done?”

He didnt look up at the waitress. “All the way from the
Urals,” he said, still gazing at the long, flat sea.

“Pardon?”

“Nothing between here and the Urals. That’s where the
wind comes from. Nothing to stop it. Straight across all
those countries.” Cold enough to freeze your knob off, he
might have added in other circumstances.

“Oorals,” she repeated. As he caught the accent, he
looked up at her. A broad face, streaked hair, chunky body,
and not doing any waitressy number in hope of a bigger tip.
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Must be one of those Eastern Europeans who were all over
the country nowadays. Building trade, pubs and restaur-
ants, fruit picking. Came over here in vans and coaches,
lived in rabbit warrens, made themselves a bit of money,
Some stayed; some went home. Vernon didn‘t mind one
way or the other. That’s what he found more often than not
these days: he didn't mind one way or the other.

“Are you from one of them?”

“"One of what?”

"One of those countries. Between here and the Urals.”

“Oorals. Yes, perhaps.”

That was an odd answer, he thought. Or maybe her sense
of geography wasn't so strong.

“Fancy a swim?”

“A swim?”

“Yes, you know. Swim. Splash splash, front crawl, breast-
stroke.”

“No swim.”

“Fine,” he said. He hadn't meant it, anyway. “Bill, please.”

As he waited, he looked back across the damp concrete
to the shingle. A beach hut had recently sold for twenty
grand. Or was it thirty? Somewhere down on the south
coast. Spiralling house prices, the market going mad:
that’s what the Papers said. Not that it touched this part
of the country, or the property he dealt in. The market had
bottomed out here long ago, the graph as horizontal as the
sea. Old people died, and you sold their flats and houses to
people who would get old in them in their turn, and then
die. That was a lot of his trade. The town wasn’t fashion-
able, never had been. Londoners carried on up the A12 to
somewhere pricier. Fine by him. Hed lived in London ail
his life until the divorce. Now he had a quiet job,” a rented
flat, and saw the kids every other weekend. When they got
older, they'd probably be bored with this place and start
acting the little snobs. But for the moment they liked the
sea, throwing pebbles into it, eating chips.

When she brought the bill, he said, “We could run away
together and live in a beach hut.”
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“I do not think,” she replied, shaking her head, as if she
believed he meant it. Oh, well, the old English sense of
humor - takes a while for people to get used to it.

He had a few rentals to attend to - changes of tenancy,
redecoration, damp problems - and then a sale up the coast,
so he didn’t return to the Right Plaice for a few weeks. He
ate his haddock and mushies, and read the paper. There
was some town in Lincoinshire that was suddenly half Polish,
there’d been so many immigrants. Nowadays, more Cath-
olics went to church on Sundays than Anglicans, they were
saying, what with all these Eastern Europeans. He didn't
mind one way or the other. Actually, he liked the Poles he'd
met - brickies, plasterers, electricians. Good workers, well
trained, did what they said they would, trustworthy. It was
time the good old British building trade had a kick up the
arse, Vernon thought.

The sun was out that day, slanting low across the sea,
annoying his eyes. Late March, and bits of spring were
getting even to this part of the coast.

“How about that swim, then?” he asked as she brought
the bill.

“Oh, no. No swim.”

“I'm guessing you might be Polish.”

“My name is Andrea,” she replied.

“Not that I mind whether you‘re Polish or not.”

“I do not also.”

The thing was, he'd never been much good at flirting
- never quite said the right thing. And since the divorce
he’d got worse at it, if that was possible, because his heart
wasn't in it. Where was his heart? Question for another
day. Today’s subject: flirting. He knew all too well the look
in @ woman's eye when you didn’t get it right. Where’s he
coming from, the look said. Anyway, it took two to flirt.
And maybe he was getting too old for it. Thirty-seven,
father of two, Gary, eight, and Melanie, five. That's how the
papers would put it if he was washed up on the coast some
morning.
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hamper besvaeriiggare

sturdy robust
Goth mediem af
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“I'm an estate agent,” he said. That was another line that
often hampered flirting.

“What is this?”

"I buy and sell houses. And flats. And we do rentals.
Rooms, flats, houses.”

“Is it interesting?”

“It's a living.”

“We all need living.”

He suddenly thought, No, you can't flirt, either. Maybe
you can flirt in your own language, but you can’t do it in
English, so we're even. He also thought, She looks sturdy.
Maybe I need someone sturdy. She might be my age, for all
I know. Not that he minded one way or the other. He wasn’t
going to ask her out.

He asked her out. There was little enough choice of “out”
in this town. One cinema, a few pubs, and the couple of
restaurants where she didn’t work. Apart from that, there
was bingo for the old people whose flats he would sell when
they were dead, and a club where some halfhearted Goths
loitered. Kids drove into Colchester on a Friday night and
bought enough drugs to see them through the weekend. No
wonder they’d burned down the beach huts.

He liked her at first for what she wasn't. She wasn’t
flirty; she wasn't gabby; she wasn’t pushy. She didn’t mind
that he was an estate agent, or that he was divorced with
two kids. Other women had taken a quick look and said no.
He reckoned women were more attracted to men who were
still in their marriages, however fucked up those marriages
were, than to ones who were picking up the pieces after-
ward. Not surprising, really. But Andrea didn’t mind all that.
Didn’t ask questions much. Didn’t answer them, either, for
that matter. The first time they kissed, he thought of asking
if she was really Polish, but then he forgot.

He suggested coming back with him, but she refused.
She said she’d come the next time. He spent an anxious
few days wondering what it would be like to go to bed with
someone new after so long. He drove fifteen miles up the
coast to buy condoms where no one knew him. Not that
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he was ashamed or embarrassed; just didn’t want anyone
knowing, or guessing, his business.

“This is a nice apartment.”

“Well, if an estate agent can’t find himself a decent flat,
what’s the world coming to?”

She had an overnight bag with her; she took off her
clothes in the bathroom and came back in a nightdress.
They climbed into bed and he turned out the light. She felt
very tense to him. He felt very tense to himself.

“"We could just cuddle,” he suggested.

“What is cuddle?”

He demonstrated.

"So cuddle is not fucking?”

“No, cuddle is not fucking.”

“0.K., cuddle.”

After that they relaxed, and she soon fell asleep.

The next time, after some kissing, he reacquainted
himself with the lubricated struggle of the condom. He
knew he was meant to unroll it, but found himself trying to
tug it on like a sock, pulling at the rim in a haphazard way.
Doing it in the dark didn't help, either. But she didn’t say
anything, or cough discouragingly, and eventually he turned
toward her. She pulled up her nightie and he climbed on top
of her. His mind was half filled with lust and fucking, and
half empty, as if wondering what he was up to. He didn't
think about her very much that first time. It was a question
of looking out for yourself. Later you could look out for the
other person.

"Was that 0.K.?” he said after a while.

“Yes, was 0.K.”

Vernon laughed in the dark.

“Are you laughing at me? Was not O.K. for you?”

“Andrea,” he said, “everything’s 0.K. Nobody’s laughing
at you. I won't let anyone laugh at you.” As she slept, he
thought, We're starting again, both of us. I don't know what
she’s had in her past, but maybe we're both starting again
from the same sort of low point, and that’s O.K. Every-
thing’s O.K.
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Chapter 5 » Post-Modernism

The next night, she was more relaxed, and gripped him -
hard with her legs. He couldnt tell whether she came or
not.

“"Gosh, you're strong,” he said afterward.

“Is strong bad?” 5

“No, no. Not at all. Strong’s good.”

But the time after he noticed that she didn’t grip him so
hard. She didn’t much like him playing with her breasts,
either. No, that was unfair. She didn't seem to mind if he did
ordidn't. Or, rather, if he wanted to, that was fine, but it was 15
for him, not for her. That's what he understood, anyway.
And who said you had to talk about everything right away?

Now he was glad neither of them was any good at flirting.
Flirting was a kind of deception. Whereas Andrea was never
anything but straight with him. She didn’t talk much, but s
what she said was what she did. She would meet him where
and when he asked, and be standing there, looking out for
him, brushing a streak of hair out of her eyes, holding on to
her bag more firmly than was necessary in this town.

“You're as reliable as a Polish builder,” he told her one
day.

“Is that good?”

"That's very good.”

“Is English expression?”

“It is now.” 25

She asked him to correct her English when she made a
mistake. He got her to say "I don't think so” instead of ™I do
not think,” but, actually, he preferred the way she talked.
He always understood her, and those phrases that weren’t
quite right seemed part of her. Maybe he didnt want her 3o
talking like an Englishwoman in case she started behaving
like one - well, like one in particular. And, anyway, he didn’t
want to play the teacher.

It was the same in bed. Things are what they are, he
said to himself. If she always wore a nightie, perhaps it 3s
was a Catholic thing - not that she ever mentioned going
to church. When he asked her to do stuff to him, she did it,
and seemed to enjoy it, but she didn’t ask him to do stuff
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back to her - didn’t even seem to like his hand down there
much. But this didn’t bother him; she was allowed to be
who she was.

She never asked him in. If he dropped her off, she'd be
trotting up the concrete path before he'd got the hand brake
on; if he picked her up, she'd already be outside, waiting.
At first this was fine, then it began to feel a bit odd, so he
asked to see where she lived, just for a minute, so he could
imagine where she was when she wasn’t with him. They
went back into the house - nineteen-thirties semi, pebble
dash, multi-occupation, metal window frames rusting up
badly - and she opened her door. His professional eye took
in the dimensions, furnishings, and probable rental cost;
his lover’s eye took in a small dressing table with photos
in plastic frames and a picture of the Virgin. There was a
single bed, a tiny sink, a rubbish microwave, a small TV,
and clothes on hangers clipped precariously to the picture
rail. Something in him was touched by seeing her life laid
out like that in the minute or so before they stepped outside
again. To cover this sudden emotion, Vernon said, “You
shouldn't be paying more than fifty-five. Plus services. I
can get you somewhere bigger for the same price.”

“Is O.K.”

Now that spring was here, they went for drives. They
drove into Suffolk and looked at English things: half-timber
houses with no damp courses, thatched roofs that put you
in a higher insurance band. They stopped by a village green
and he sat down on a bench overlooking a pond, but she
didn’t fancy that, so they looked at the church instead.
He hoped she wouldn’t ask him to explain the difference
between Anglicans and Catholics - or the history behind
it all. Something about Henry VIII wanting to get married
again. The King’s knob. All sorts of things came down to
sex if you looked at them closely enough. But, anyway, she
didn’t ask.

She began to take his arm, and to smile more easily. He
gave her a key to his flat; tentatively, she started leaving
overnight stuff there. One Sunday, in the dark, he reached
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meget tykkelig
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across to the bedside drawer and found the condom packet
was empty. He swore, and had to explain.

“Is O.K.”

"No, Andrea, is bloody not O.K. Last thing I need is you
getting pregnant.”

*I do not think so. Not get pregnant. Is O.K.”

He trusted her. Later, as she slept, he wondered what
exactly she’d meant. That she couldn’t have kids? Or that
she was taking something herself, to make doubly sure? If
so, what would the Virgin Mary have to say about that? Let’s
hope she isn't relying on the rhythm method, he suddenly
thought. Guaranteed to fail on a regular basis and keep the
Pope as happy as Larry.

"7 "Time passed. She met Gary and Melanie; they took to

her. She didn’t tell them what to do; they told her, and she
went along with it. They also asked her some questions he’d
never dared, or cared, to ask.

“Andrea, are you married?”

“Can we watch TV as long as we like?”

“"Were you married?”

“If I ate three, would I be sick?”

"Why aren’t you married?”

“How old are you?”

"What team do you support?”

“You got any children?”

"Will you take me to the toilet?”

"Are you and Dad getting married?”

He learned the answers to some of these questions. Like
any sensible woman, Andrea wasn't telling her age. One
night, in the dark, after he’d delivered the kids back and
was too upset for sex, as he always was on those occasions,
he said, “Do you think you could love me?”

"Yes, I think I would love you.”

“Is that a would or a could?”

“What is the difference?”

He paused. “There’s no difference. I'll take either. T’ll
take both. I'll take whatever you've got to give.”

He didn’t know how it started, the next bit. Because he
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was beginning to fall in love with her, or because he didn‘t
really want to? Or wanted to but was afraid? Or was it that,
deep down, he had an urge to fuck everything up? That's
what his wife - ex-wife - had said to him one morning over
breakfast: “Look, Vernon, I don’t hate you, I really don't. I
just can't live with you because you always fuck things up.”
Her statement seemed to come out of the blue. True, he
snored, and dropped his clothes where he shouldn’t, and
watched the normal amount of sports on TV. But he came
home on time, loved his kids, didn’t chase other women. In
some people’s eyes, that was the same as fucking things up.

“Can I ask you something?”

“For sure.”

“No, ‘for sure’ is American. English is ‘yes.” ”

She looked at him, as if to say, Why are you now
correcting my English? “Yes,” she repeated.

"When I didn't have a condom and you said it was O.K.,
did you mean it was O.K. then or O.K. always?”

"0.K. always.” :

"Blimey, do you know what a twelve-pack costs?”

That was the wrong thing to say, even he could see that.
Christ, maybe she’d had some terrible abortion or been
raped or something.

"So you can’t have children?”

"No. Do you hate me?”

"Andrea, for God's sake.” He took her hand. “I've got two
kids already. Point is, is it O.K. with you?”

She looked down. “No. Is not 0.K. with me. It makes me
very unhappy.”

"Well, we could ... I don't know, see the doctor. See an
expert.” He imagined that the experts over here were more
clued up.

"No, no expert. No expert.”

“Fine, no experts.”

He thought, Adoption? But can I afford another, with my
outgoings?

He stopped buying condoms. He started asking gues-
tions, as tactfully as he could. But tact was like flirting:
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either you had it or you didn’t. No, that wasn’t right. It was |
just easier to be tactful if you didn’t care whether you knew
things or not, harder when you cared.

“Why are you now asking these questions?”

“Am I?"

“Yes, I think so.”

“Sorry.”

But he was only sorry that she’d noticed. Also sorry
that he wouldn’t stop. Couldn’t stop. When they first got
together, he'd liked the fact that he didn't know anything o
about her; it had made things different, fresher. Gradually,
she'd learned about him, while he hadn’t learned about
her. Why not just continue like that? Because you always
fuck things up, his wife, ex-wife, whispered. No, he didn't
accept that. If you fall in love, you want to know. Good, bad,
indifferent. Not that you're looking for bad things. That's
just what falling in love means, Vernon said to himself. Or
thinking about falling in love. Anyway, Andrea was a nice
person - he was certain about that. So what was wrong
with finding out about a nice person behind her back?

They all knew him at the Right Plaice: Mrs. Ridgewell, the
manageress; Jill, the other waitress; and old Herbert, who
owned the restaurant but only dropped in when he fancied
a free bite. Vernon chose a time when the lunch trade was
starting, and walked past the counter toward the toilets.
The room - more of a cupboard, really — where the staff left
their coats and bags was just opposite the gents. Vernon
went in, found Andrea’s bag, took her keys, and came back
out flapping his hands as if to say, That whirry old hand
dryer never quite does the trick, does it? 10

He winked at Andrea, walked to the hardware shop,
complained about clients who had only one set of keys,
strolled around for a bit, picked up the new set, went back
to the Right Plaice, prepared a line about the chilly weather
playing havoc with his bladder, didn’t need to use it, put her 5
keys back, and ordered a cappuccino.

The first time he went, it was the sort of drizzly after-
noon when no one looks at anyone who's passing. A chap
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in @ raincoat goes up a concrete path to a front door with
frosted-glass panels. Inside, he opens another door, sits on
a bed, gets up suddenly, smooths out the dent in the bed,
turns, sees that the microwave isn't rubbish, actually, puts
his hand under the piliow, feels one of her nightdresses,
looks at the clothes hanging from the picture rail, touches
a dress she hasn't worn before, deliberately doesn't let
himself look at the pictures on the little dressing table,
sees himself out, locks up behind him. No one did anything
wrong, did they?

The second time, he examined the Virgin Mary and the
half-dozen pictures. He didn't pick anything up, just went
down on his haunches and looked at the photos in their
plastic frames. That must be Mum, he thought, looking at
the tight perm and big glasses. And there’s little Andrea, all
blond.and chubby. And is that a brother or a boyfriend? And
here’s somebody’s birthday with so many faces you can't
tell who’s important and who isn’t. He looked again at the
six- or seven-year-old Andrea ~ just a bit older than Melanie
~ and took the image home in his head.

The third time, he eased open the top drawer; it stuck,
and Andrea’s mum toppled over. There was mainly under-
wear, most of it familiar. Then he went to the bottom drawer,
because that's where secrets are normally kept, and found
only sweaters and a couple of scarves. But in the middie
drawer, under some shirts, were three items he laid on the
bed in the same order, and even the same distance apart,
as he found them. On the right was a medal, in the middle
a photo framed in metal, on the left a passport. The photo
showed four girls in a swimming pool, their arms around
one another, a lane divider with cork floats separating one
pair from the other.

They were all smiling up at the camera, and had wrinkles
in their white rubber caps. He instantly picked out Andrea,
second from the left. The medal showed a swimmer diving
into a pool, with some lines of German writing on the back
and a date, 1986. How old would she have been then -
eighteen, twenty? The passport confirmed it: born 1967,
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jogalong  gipapedste  which made her forty. It said she’'d been born in Halle, so ; Then he
wptheasle  bivegr She was German. left it a «
up the garden Das:?;e Snydt And that was that. No diary, no letters, no vibrator. No let himse
o ventenems SecCrets. He was in love - no, he was thinking about being Her r¢
S love — with @ woman who'd once won a swimming medal. s s on the pi
Where was the harm in knowing that? Not that she swam Somethil
anymore. And now he remembered how she’d got all jumpy all he sav
when Gary and Melanie had tried to make her go to the opes, or
water’s edge and splash around. Maybe she didn't want Nothing -
to be reminded. Or perhaps it was quite different, swim- 1o 10 Mrs. F
ming in a competition pool versus having a dip in the sea. they nev
Like ballet dancers not wanting to do the sort of dancing “She
everyone else did. able.”
That evening, he was deliberately jolly when they met, “Like
even a bit silly, but she seemed to notice, so he stopped. s 15 “I hog
After a while, he felt normal again. Almost normal, anyway. And I do
When he first started going out with girls, he’'d found there “No, s
were moments when he suddenly thought, I don’t under- himself ¢
stand anything at all. With his second girifriend, Karen, for “Pard
instance: they’d been jogging along nicely, no pressure, 2o 20 You w
having fun, when she’d asked, "So where’s all this leading, missing
then?” As if there were only two choices: up the aisle or up face anc
the garden path. Other times, with other women, he’'d say what the
something, just something ordinary, and - splash - he’d miles aw
find himself in deep water. 25 25 you put
They were in bed, Andrea’s nightie pulled up around her picture
waist in the fat roll he was quite used to feeling against his crowding
belly, and he was going it a bit, when she shifted her legs ; lap, bott
and crushed him with them, like a nutcracker, he thought. old for tl
“*Mmm, big strong swimmer’s legs,” he muttered. 30 , 30 At he
She didn’t answer, but he knew she'd heard. He carried hundred
on, but could tell from her body that her mind wasn't on her in gt
things. Afterward, they lay on their backs, and he said three. D
some stuff, but she didn’t pick up on anything. Oh, well, didn’t wi
work tomorrow, Vernon thought. He went to sleep. 35 35 were in
When he dropped by the Right Plaice to pick her up that He'd ne\
evening, Mrs. Ridgewell said Andrea had called in sick. He since. T
rang her mobile but she didn’t answer, so he texted her. dictionai
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Then he went around to the house and tried her bell. He
left it a couple of hours, phoned again, rang the bell, then
let himself in.

Her room was quite neat, and quite empty. No clothes
on the picture rail, no photos on the little chest of drawers.
Something made him open the microwave and look inside;
all he saw was the circular plate. On the bed were two envel-
opes, one for the landlord, the other for Mrs. Ridgewell.
Nothing for him.

Mrs. Ridgewell asked if they’d had a quarrel. No, he said,
they never quarrelled.

"She was a nice girl,” the manageress said. “Very reli-
abie.”

“Like a Polish builder.”

"I hope you didn't say that to her, It's not a nice remark.
And I don't think she was Polish.”

"No, she wasn't.” He looked out to sea. “Oorals,” he found
himself saying.

“Pardon?”

You went to the station and showed a photograph of the
missing woman to the booking clerk, who remembered her
face and told you where she’d bought a ticket to. That's
what they did in films. But the nearest station was twelve
miles away, and it didn’t have a ticket office, just a machine
You put money or plastic into. And he didn't even have a

* picture of her. They'd never done that thing couples do,
crowding into a booth together, the girl sitting on the man’s
lap, both giggly and out of focus. They were probably too
old for that, anyway.

At home, he Googled Andrea Morgen and got four
hundred and ninety-seven thousand results. Then he put
her in quotes and cut it down to three hundred and ninety-
three. Did he want to search for “Andrea Morgan”? No, he
didn’t want to search for someone else. Most of the results
were in German, and he scrolled through them helplessly.
He'd never done languages at school, never needed them
since. Then he had a thought. He looked up an online
dictionary and found the German for “swimmer.” It was a
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j scheme ~+ different word if you were a man or a woman. He typed in had t
consentform “Andrea Morgen” and “Schwimmerin.” tropl
: aﬂa‘bohc‘ster‘oi‘ds‘ Eight results, all in German. Two seemed to be from heart
wendon - newspapers, one from an official report. And there was a dren,
snap - picture of her. The same one he’d found in the drawer: there Tk
f:f‘;ded - she was, second from the left, arms around her teammates, swim
ertility big wrinkles in her white swimming cap. He paused, then hit cially
‘ “Translate this page.” Later, he found links to other pages, Wall
this time in English. traine
How could he have known, he asked himself. He could her n
barely understand the science and wasn't interested in the i hadn
politics. But he could understand, and was interested in, went
things that, even as he looked out at the sea from a window ! their
table in the Right Plaice, were already beginning to change fame
his memory of her. . more
Halle was in what used to be East Germany. There had inac
been a state recruiting scheme. Girls were picked out when 1 Ve
they were as young as eleven - only four years older than } beacl
that chubby little girl in the photograph. Vernon tried to put was |
together her probable life. Her parents signing a consent ‘\ long
form, perhaps a secrecy form as well. Andrea enrolled in J there
the Child and Youth Sports School, then in the Dynamo 1 Then

Sports Club in East Berlin. She had some school lessons,
but was mostly trained to swim and swim. It was a great !

honor to be a member of the Dynamo: that was why she'd I. |
had to leave home. Blood was taken from her earlobe to ‘
test how fit she was. There were pink pills and blue pills.
Vitamins, she was told. Later, there were injections - just
more vitamins. Except that they were anabolic steroids and
testosterone. It was forbidden to refuse. The training motto
was “You eat the pills or you die.” The coaches made sure

N1

)

t

she swallowed them. 4
She didn't die. Other things happened instead. Muscles £
grew, but tendons didn't, so tendons snapped. There €
were sudden bursts of acne, a deepening of the voice, an ‘
‘ increase of hair on the face and body; sometimes the pubic y.

! hair grew up over the stomach, even above the navel. There
' was retarded growth and problems with fertility. Vernon
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had to look up terms like “virilization” and “clitoris hyper-
trophy,” then wished he hadn't. He didn’t need to look up
heart disease, liver disease, ovarian cysts, deformed chil-
dren, blind children.

They doped the girls because it worked. East German
swimmers won gold medals everywhere, the women espe-
cially. Not that Andrea had got to that level. When the Berlin
Wall came down and the scandal broke, when they put the
trainers, doctors, bureaucrats - the poisoners - on trial,
her name wasn't even mentioned. In spite of the pills, she
hadn’t made the national team. The others, the ones who
went public about what had been done to thejr bodies and
their minds, at least had gold medals and a few years of
fame to show for it, Andrea had come out with nothing
more than a relay medal at some forgotten championship
in a country that no longer existed.

Vernon looked out at the concrete strip and the shingle
beach, at the gray sea and the gray sky beyond. The view
was pretending that it had always been the same, for as
long as people had sat at this café window. Except that
there used to be a row of beach huts blocking the view.
Then someone had burned them down.

(2008)

I. Analysis
* 1. How does the short story open? What is the effect
of this opening?
2. Describe the atmosphere in the text; find exam-
ples to support your points,

Comment on the setting.
Characterize Vernon.
Characterize Andrea.

S

Characterize the relationship between Vernon and
Andrea.

7. Comment on “he’d liked the fact that he didn't
know anything about her” (p. 142, 1lI. 10-1 1).
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Chapter 5 » Post-Modernism

8. Comment on the point of view of the story.

9. Is Vernon a typical representative of a Western
male?

10. Comment on the title.
11. What are the themes?

II. Typical Post-Modern characteristics
Find typical Post-Modern traits the story.

III. Creativity
1. Write Vernon's blog after Andrea has left.
2. Write an essay (in about 250 words) in which you
discuss to which length athletes should be pushed
to achieve.
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