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Language and social class – questions (pp. 124-129)
1. Who is Kate Fox?

2. Why should we consider her trustworthy?


3. How do all English people determine a person’s social class? (p. 124)



4. The vowels vs consonant rule: which type of letters do the lower-class people fail to pronounce? And which type of letters do the upper class fail to pronounce? (p. 124-125)



5. How does Kate Fox describe upper-class pronunciation of certain words? (p. 125)





6. What do the upper-class, the upper-middle and middle-middle classes have in common when they pronounce certain words?



7. How do the lower classes often pronounce certain consonants and vowels? (p. 125)







8. Why do the upper classes remain convinced that their way of speaking is the only proper way? (p. 125)




9. The Seven Deadly Sins: What will happen to you if you commit any one of the ‘seven deadly sins’ in the presence of these higher classes? (p. 125, at the bottom of the page)




10. Who says what? Fill in the grid below….if the social class does use the word in the first column then you tick the box…but if they do not use this word, you must write the other words instead:
	
	Upper-classes
	Upper-middle classes
	upper-middle- classes
	Middle- middle calsses
	Lower-middle classes
	Working-class person

	pardon
	
	
	



	


	
	

	toilet
	
	
	
	



	
	

	serviette
	
	
	
	



	
	

	dinner
	
	
	
	



	
	

	settee
	
	
	



	


	
	

	lounge
	
	
	
	



	
	

	sweet
	
	
	
	



	
	



11. Some younger people use words from American films and television programmes – to which social class do they belong?


12. Class-denial Rules (pp. 128-129): 

a. What social classes are particularly uncomfortable about class?


b. What social class will to to great lengths to avoid calling anyone or anything ‘working class’?


c. Which polite euphemisms will these people resort to instead?









d. What word will they use instead of the word ‘class’? (p. 129, at the top of the page)



e. Why is all this diplomatic euphemizing quite unnecessary? (p. 129)







f. How do the different social classes differ in terms of class-consciousness? 

