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Text 1 – Historical Overview (Industrialisation & Empire)
(adapted from Britannica & OER Project)
The Industrial Revolution began in Britain in the late 18th century and transformed the country into the “workshop of the world.” New inventions such as the steam engine, the spinning jenny, and the power loom changed production from small workshops to large factories.
Industrialisation also strengthened the British Empire. Factories needed raw materials such as cotton, sugar, and rubber, which came from colonies in India, the Caribbean, and Africa. At the same time, colonies became important markets for British manufactured goods.
Britain’s industrial and naval power made it possible to expand and control territories across the globe. By the mid-19th century, the empire was the largest the world had ever seen.
Questions
1. What connections between industrialisation and empire are described in the text?
2. Which raw materials were important to Britain’s factories?
3. Why was Britain called “the workshop of the world”?




Text 2 – A 19th-Century Imperial Voice
(adapted from Rudyard Kipling: The White Man’s Burden, 1899)
Take up the White Man’s burden—
Send forth the best you breed—
Go bind your sons to exile
To serve your captives’ need;
To wait in heavy harness,
On fluttered folk and wild—
Your new-caught, sullen peoples,
Half-devil and half-child.
Kipling’s poem was written at the height of the empire. It presents industrialised Britain as having a duty to “civilise” colonised people. It reflects the self-perception of Britain as a superior and modern power, justified in ruling others.
Questions
4. How does Kipling describe colonised people?
5. What values and beliefs about Britain and its empire are expressed here?
6. How does this text reflect Britain’s self-perception during the empire?

Text 3 – Modern Reflection on Empire
(adapted from The Guardian, 2024)
Recent surveys show that fewer Britons are proud of their imperial history. While earlier generations often celebrated Britain’s global power and industrial progress, today many people are more critical.
Historians argue that Britain must confront the darker side of its empire: slavery, exploitation, and economic inequality. At the same time, others warn that constant self-criticism may prevent Britain from developing a positive national identity.
The debate shows that the empire still shapes Britain’s self-image. Some view it as a story of innovation and progress, while others see it as a history of oppression that Britain has not fully dealt with.
Questions
7. How do modern Britons feel about their imperial past?
8. Which negative consequences of empire are highlighted?
9. Why do some historians warn against “constant self-criticism”?
10. How does this modern perspective differ from Kipling’s?

Comparison & Discussion
11. Compare the image of Britain in Text 2 (Kipling) with the modern perspective in Text 3.
12. Could the empire have grown so powerful without industrialisation?
13. Who benefited the most from industrialisation – Britain or the colonies?
14. Should Britain feel pride, guilt, or both about its imperial past?
15. Do you see parallels between Britain’s 19th-century global role and Britain’s position today (e.g. Brexit, Commonwealth, global trade)?
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