Argumentative Essay 1: AI in education
Task: 
Write an argumentative essay in which you discuss AI in education.
a. Give your essay a title that reflects your thesis statement.
b. Word count: 500-700 words (not including introduction)
c. State your word count at the end of your essay.
d. Your essay must include references to the source material.
All sources must be documented

Source material:
· How China Is Using Artificial Intelligence in Classrooms
· Wall Street Journal, “How China Is Using Artificial Intelligence in Classrooms”, 1st October 2019
· 7 Benefits of AI in Education (available below) 
· David Karandish, “7 Benefits of AI in Education”, from The Journal, 23rd June, 2021
· https://thejournal.com/articles/2021/06/23/7-benefits-of-ai-in-education.aspx  
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AI-genereret indhold kan være ukorrekt.]
Your essay must be based on one of the following two thesis statements which should be included in your introduction paragraph:
1. Artificial intelligence in education will lead to more learning and a better teaching environment (See introduction and thesis statement below)
Or
2. Artificial intelligence in education will restrict students’ freedom and reduce well-being in school. (See introduction and thesis statement below)

In this first essay you are allowed to use either of the following introductions and thesis statements: 




Introduction 1
In 2020, the Covid19 pandemic forced millions of children and young adults out of the schools and universities and home in front of the computer. This change in circumstances lead to a widespread use of online education and a new appreciation of what technology has to offer when it comes to learning. Students and teachers learned to use Skype, Google Meet, Teams and new learning platforms. Since the pandemic has slowed down, many teachers and students have seen the possibilities in technology in education, and in some areas, this use of tech is expanding to include artificial intelligence. Even though this use of AI is contentious, AI in education opens up new possibilities within education and will ultimately lead to more learning and a better teaching environment – if done properly.

Introduction 2
Imagine being under constant surveillance in school, having your every movement scrutinized and your every lapse of concentration being reported not only to your teacher, but your parents as well – not to mention the state. This is reality in China, which has adopted a quite unique and cutting-edge attitude towards the use of artificial intelligence in education. Artificial intelligence can be used in many forms, and China is applying AI in multiple different ways from trackers in uniforms to EEG headbands. Using AI in education seems to be producing positive results in test scores and levels of concentration, however, used in this way it will restrict students’ freedom and reduce well-being in school, and may prove detrimental in the long run.

Alle henvisninger angives i fodnoter

Henvisning til kilderne (sources) i opgavematerialet
” 7 Benefits of AI in Education” (l. 15) eller (ll.15-17)

Henvisning til videoer i kilderne (sources) i opgavematerialet
” How China Is Using Artificial Intelligence in Classrooms” (01:23-02:12)

Ved evt. brug af materiale fra undervisningen skal kilden angives.
 Eksempel på fodnote: According to an article by David Karandish then 86% of all educators find that technology should be a part of the classroom[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  ” 7 Benefits of AI in Education”(l. 10)] 

7 Benefits of AI in Education
· By David Karandish
· 06/23/21
Machine Learning (ML) and Artificial Intelligence (AI) are key drivers of growth and innovation across all industries, and the education sector is no different. According to eLearning Industry, upwards of 47% of learning management tools will be enabled with AI capabilities in the next three years.
While AI-powered solutions have been in the EdTech space for some time, the industry has been slow to adopt them. However, the pandemic drastically shifted the landscape, forcing educators to rely on technology for virtual learning. Now, 86% of educators say technology should be a core part of education. AI has the power to optimize both learning and teaching, helping the education sector evolve to better benefit students and teachers alike. 

AI Benefits for Students
When we break it down, a student’s goal is simple: obtain a degree or diploma proving their knowledge. AI can help students achieve this goal by streamlining the education process. By providing access to the right courses, improving communication with teachers and freeing up more time to focus on other aspects of life, AI can make a significant impact on the students’ educational journey. A few examples are:
· Personalization: Personalization is one of the biggest trends in education. With the use of AI, students now have a personalized approach to learning programs based on their own unique experiences and preferences. AI can adapt to each student’s level of knowledge, speed of learning and desired goals so they’re getting the most out of their education. Plus, AI-powered solutions can analyze students’ previous learning histories, identify weaknesses and offer courses best suited for improvement, providing many opportunities for a personalized learning experience.
· Tutoring: While it’s not uncommon for students to require extra help outside of the classroom, many teachers don’t have the free time for students after hours. AI tutors and chatbots are a perfect solution in these scenarios. While no chatbot can truly replace an educator, AI tools can help students sharpen their skills and improve weak spots outside of the classroom. They provide a one-on-one learning experience without having the teacher there to answer questions at all hours of the day. In fact, an AI-powered chatbot can answer student questions at a response rate of 2.7 seconds.
· Quick responses: There is nothing more frustrating than asking a question only to have it answered three days later. Teachers and faculty are often bombarded with repetitive questions on a daily basis. AI can help students find answers to their most commonly asked questions in seconds through support automation and conversational intelligence. Not only does this free up a lot of time for educators, but it also helps students spend less time tracking down answers or waiting for a response to their questions. 
· Universal 24/7 access to learning: AI-powered tools make learning accessible for all students, anytime and anywhere. Each student learns at their own pace, and 24/7 access makes it easier for students to explore what works for them without waiting on an educator. Additionally, students from all over the world can gain access to high-quality education without incurring traveling and living expenses.

AI Benefits for Educators
Most teachers and faculty aren’t afraid to admit they struggle with time management, which is understandable given the number of tasks on their daily to-do lists. Educators want to spend more time educating students one-on-one, diving into research and continuing their own education, but don’t have the availability to do so. AI can help free up educators’ time by automating tasks, analyzing student performance and closing the educational gap. Here’s how:
· Personalization: Just as AI can personalize students’ learning courses, it can do the same for educators. By analyzing the students’ learning abilities and history, AI can give teachers a clear picture of which subjects and lessons need to be reevaluated. This analysis allows teachers to create the best learning program for all students. By analyzing each student's specific needs, teachers and professors can adjust their courses to address the most common knowledge gaps or challenge areas before a student falls too far behind.
· Answering questions: With access to a school’s entire knowledge base, AI-powered chatbots can answer a variety of generic and repetitive questions students typically ask without involving a faculty member. In bypassing the educator, AI leaves more time for them to focus on lesson planning, curriculum research or improving student engagement. 
· Task automation: The power of AI can automate the most mundane of tasks, including administrative work, grading papers, assessing learning patterns, replying to general questions and more. According to a Telegraph survey, teachers spend 31% of their time planning lessons, grading tests and doing administrative work. However, with support automation tools, teachers can automate manual processes, leaving more time to focus on teaching core competencies.
From online textbooks to fully remote lectures, the advancements in edtech are ten-fold. Today, AI plays a role in helping students and teachers optimize and automate both learning and teaching tasks. As the AI industry expands, and innovation is at the forefront, we’ll see improved learning outcomes for all students and educators.
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An argumentative essay includes a thesis statement that states your main claim and indicates
the direction of your essay.

As part of your discussion, you must also explain the topic and make sure to include other
views and perspectives on the topic provided in the source material.

The common thread in your essay is your main claim (thesis statement) on the topic.





