Example 1: Class in the UK
Elevbesvarelse
Class shouldn't define the future
The gap between rich and poor in the UK is big when it comes to education. People who have attended private school, are in a better position to get into the good universities and get better jobs. Not just because they went to private schools, but because they have a good network and the money to pay for their education. But even though a state school student manages to get into a good university, for some reason they’ll still experience challenges when comes to social mobility.
State-educated student, Sophie Pender, founded the 93% club back in 2016 when she was a student at University of Bristol. Coming from a dysfunctional family, with a father who drank and was abusive, it was not in her patch to go to university. But when her father died, she decided to throw herself into her schoolwork, because she felt that education was one thing, she could control[footnoteRef:1]. That turned out to be the case. As the first person in her school, she ended up getting three A grades at A-level at GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary Education)[footnoteRef:2].  [1:  “A Bullingdon in reverse: how working-class student club is taking on elitism” (ll. 9-12)]  [2:  “A Bullingdon in reverse: how working-class student club is taking on elitism” (l. 14)] 

Sophie Pender says “I wanted to go to Bristol University, and I wanted to be a lawyer, and it was going to be great”[footnoteRef:3], but this turned out not to be the case. Because despite her good grades, people still cared about her background. Her background and her class mattered more than her academic achievements. She was mocked for her accent, and for the first time, she encountered the so-called “chav parties”, where undergraduates make fun of the working-class people, by making a parody of their perception on how that class is. There were a lot of new social rules that she didn’t understand, and she ended up being ashamed of her background. Because of this, her dream of her exciting new life at university was quickly turned into a nightmare.  [3:  “A Bullingdon in reverse: how working-class student club is taking on elitism” (ll. 16-17)] 

Numbers shows that roughly 7% of the students in UK attends private school, and they make up to nearly a third of the graduate intake at Bristol University. This is something that happens at most of the elite universities including Oxford and Cambridge[footnoteRef:4][footnoteRef:5]. With all the bad meetings with the private educated students, and the facts that there is this imbalance in private- and public students getting into some of the better universities, Sophie decided to make a stand. As she said herself: “I wanted to even things out a bit, so that those who didn’t come from privileged backgrounds could help each other get on in life. And I didn’t see why people from working-class families should feel ashamed of their upbringing”[footnoteRef:6]. This was the beginning of the first 93% club.  [4:  “93% Club: The social mobility network for students taking on elitism” (00:35-00:42)]  [5:  “A Bullingdon in reverse: how working-class student club is taking on elitism” (ll. 32-35)]  [6:  “A Bullingdon in reverse: how working-class student club is taking on elitism” (ll. 38-40)] 

According to club member Alice Bassett, “the 93% club is an organisation that wants to essentially level the playing field and to ensure that students, no matter what their background is, have access to as many opportunities as they can do, and no one is disadvantaged because of their background”[footnoteRef:7]. This very much fits with the description that Sophie Pender has, which is that the club are artificially creating a movement against the idea that a small number of people get all the good jobs. The main point of the club is to bring people together, people that simply don’t have those connections[footnoteRef:8]. [7:  “93% Club: The social mobility network for students taking on elitism” (00:05-00:16)]  [8:  “A Bullingdon in reverse: how working-class student club is taking on elitism” (ll. 43-47)] 

Even though Sophie had the right intentions when she founded the club, it has met some hostility where people accuse the club of creating a bigger divide[footnoteRef:9]. A private school student posted a message where he asked them to imagine the problems it would cause if he decided to make a 7% club. But according to Sophie, this is already a thing, she says “What they forget, is that every university already has its own 7% club where membership is determined by how much money parents spent on their child’s education. […] The difference is our club is transparent - out in the open for all to see”[footnoteRef:10]. [9:  “93% Club: The social mobility network for students taking on elitism” (01:55-01:58)]  [10:  “A Bullingdon in reverse: how working-class student club is taking on elitism” (ll. 56-60)] 

At Bristol University the student union has criticised their low level of social inclusivity. The effect of this is that they make it even harder to take a step up in social mobility. It already takes 10 generations to achieves upwards mobility, and if they don’t do anything to include and make it easier to go to their university, people might not want to go - making the number of state-school students even smaller. But Sophie has stepped up and achieved social mobility, as she has been taking on as a trainee solicitor by a law firm. She is an example of that no matter your background, it is possible to get a good job - it just requires harder work and might be more of a challenge. But the most import thing is that they acknowledge who they are, and what they come from, otherwise they will just perpetuate the perception that people from ordinary backgrounds can’t succeed[footnoteRef:11], which is not at all the truth.  [11:  “A Bullingdon in reverse: how working-class student club is taking on elitism” (ll. 72-80)] 









