Food poverty in the UK: Marcus Rashford – Footballer for free school meals
Group task 1
In the early summer of 2020, as Britain went into coronavirus lockdown, the government planned to scrap the free school meal programme during the summer holidays.
However, after public pressure led by footballer Marcus Rashford, Boris Johnson's government reversed the decision and provided a £15-voucher a week from the "Covid summer food fund" so that poorer kids could buy or collect food in local supermarkets.
1. Pre-watching task:
Spend 10 minutes researching the background and facts about this case
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AI-genereret indhold kan være ukorrekt.]

2. Watch the video about Marcus Rashford:
Video: Marcus Rashford tells of childhood poverty in campaign for free school meals - BBC News
Discuss the following questions 	
15.4% of all pupils in state-funded schools in England claim free school meals (2019), which equals about 1.3 million children. The pressure on families below the poverty line has even grown during corona-times with people losing their jobs etc. 
3. What does this tell you about British society and the distribution of wealth?



Marcus Rashford, who in 2020 was striker for Manchester United and England (Now on loan to FC B), born in Manchester 1997, benefitted from free school meals himself (FSM) when he went to school. 
4. Why did Rashford choose FSM as his battlefield for "breaking the cycle of hardship" for families living below the poverty line?

People have called Johnson's U-turn (handing out food during holidays despite having first decided not to) e.g.: embarrassing, humbling, a battle that he has lost, a poor decision, unprecedented, the right thing to do. 
5. Does listening to public pressure and changing course show strong or weak leadership from the former British Prime Minister? Explain your answer.

Marcus Rashford used his fame to promote his case of reinstalling meals for poorer kids during corona lockdown and summer vacation. 
6. How did Rashford use his position and mass communication to raise awareness for his cause and stand out of the media clutter?

7. What has happened since 2020 with Marcus Rashford’s free school meals initiative?

Group task 2: Non-fiction analysis of article
You are now going to analyse Marcus Rashford’s open letter to MPs (members of Parliament) published in the newspaper The Independent:
 Marcus Rashford letter: Read Manchester United striker’s plea to government in full

Use the English Handbook to analyse the article and fill in the template below. Remember to use example from the text to emphasize your points: 
https://theenglishhandbook.systime.dk/?id=147

Non-Fiction Analysis Template
Example: Marcus Rashford’s Letter to the Government (2020)
1. Introduction
•Title, author, and year
• Text type / genre
• Purpose
• Context
2. Communication Model (Lasswell’s Model)
• Sender
• Message
• Receiver
• Medium / Channel
• Effect / Intention
3. Summary of Content
Briefly summarise the key points of the text.
4. Audience and Tone
• Audience
• Tone
5. Rhetorical and Linguistic Devices
• Ethos (credibility)
• Pathos (emotion)
• Logos (logic/facts)
• Language features (repetition, contrasts, see: https://theenglishhandbook.systime.dk/?id=155#c284)
6. Structure and Style
• Structure
• Style
• Effect
7. Evaluation / Effectiveness
• Main message
• Overall effect
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