Multicultural Britain – Introduction
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1. First, find out what the Commonwealth is.
       Answer the questions for the text: “How Britain has been shaped by migration”
a. Why can Britain be described as a country shaped by migration? 
b. Name three groups that migrated to Britain before the twentieth century. 
c. Where did many migrants come from after the Second World War? 
d. Why did Britain need workers after the war? 
e. Approximately how many people migrated to Britain between the late 1940s and the early 1970s? 
f. What rights did people from the British colonies have? 
g. What was the Empire Windrush? 
h. How did some British people respond to mass immigration? 
i. Why does the text question the traditional image of Britain as a white nation? 




2. Key concepts
Match each concept with the correct explanation.
	Concept
	Explanation

	1. Immigration
	A. A society containing several different cultures

	2. Multicultural society
	B. The common story a country tells about itself

	3. National narrative
	C. Moving to another country to live there

	4. Homogeneous society
	D. The idea of who belongs to a nation

	5. National image
	E. A society presented as culturally similar throughout



Write one sentence using each of these words:
· immigration 
· multicultural 
· identity 
· diversity 
· Windrush 
3. Put the events in order
Number the events from 1–7.
· ___ Britain experienced a shortage of workers after the Second World War. 
· ___ The Normans arrived in Britain. 
· ___ The Empire Windrush arrived at Tilbury. 
· ___ People from the Caribbean, Africa and Asia migrated to Britain. 
· ___ Britain introduced stricter immigration laws. 
· ___ The Romans came to Britain. 
· ___ Black Lives Matter demonstrations took place across Britain. 
Compare your order with a partner.

5. Britain: White or multicultural?
Find evidence in the text for both sides.
	The traditional image of Britain
	The historical reality

	Britain is presented as white.
	Britain has experienced migration for thousands of years.

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Which of the two images gives the most accurate picture of Britain? Explain your answer.
6. Immigration to Britain in the 20th Century
Work in groups. Choose one of these immigrant groups:
· Indian immigrants 
· Pakistani immigrants 
· Bangladeshi immigrants 
· Ugandan Asians 
· Irish immigrants 
· Jewish refugees 
· Polish immigrants 
1. When and why did they come to Britain? 
2. Where did they settle, and what kind of work did they find? 
3. How were they received by British society? 
4. What problems or discrimination did they face? 
5. How have they contributed to British society? 
6. How are they and their descendants doing today? 
Prepare a 3–5-minute presentation with a few pictures and a short conclusion:
Has this group’s immigration story mainly been a success or a struggle – or both? Use reliable sources.Nederst på formularen
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