The Windrush Generation – From Hope to Scandal
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Answer the questions below regarding the Windrush generation
Task 1: Immigration to Britain
Read the relevant sections in:
· Chapter 10: Immigration to Britain after the Second World War 
· BBC Bitesize: Caribbean migration 
1. What was the Empire Windrush? 
2. When and where did the ship arrive? 
3. Why did Britain need workers after the Second World War? 
4. Why did Caribbean people move to Britain? 
5. What types of work did they do? 
6. What problems did some Caribbean migrants experience? 
Task 2: Video: The Windrush Generation
Watch the animated video “Windrush Generation”(Video no 2): BBC Bitesize: Caribbean migration
1. What did the migrants expect life in Britain to be like? 
2. How were they received when they arrived? 
3. What discrimination or problems did they experience? 
4. Why are they called the Windrush generation? 
5. Mention one fact from the video that surprised you. 
	
	

	
	



Task 3: Historical video
Go to BBC: Empire Windrush.
Find and watch the video “Windrush: Arrival”. You do not have to read the entire page.
1. How did the passengers feel about travelling to Britain? 
2. What hopes did they have? 
3. What difficulties did they later experience? 
4. What does the video show that a written text cannot show? 
Task 4: The Windrush scandal of 2018
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Read the section about the scandal (What was the Windrush scandal?) in: BBC: Who were the Windrush generation?
1. Why did some members of the Windrush generation not have official documents? 
2. Why were they asked to prove their immigration status? 
3. What happened to people who could not provide the documents? 
4. Why did the situation become a political scandal in 2018? 
Task 5: A real person: Sarah O’Connor
Sarah O’Connor moved from Jamaica to Britain when she was six years old. She went to school in Britain, worked and paid taxes. She had a British driving licence, had been married to a British man and had four British children.
After losing the job she had held for 16 years, she was asked to prove that she was legally living in Britain. She did not have a passport. Employers therefore withdrew job offers, and she was refused benefits. She had to sell her car and was close to bankruptcy.
Sarah was eventually granted British citizenship in 2018. She died later that year at the age of 57. 
Read the short section “Sarah O’Connor, 57” in the article: The Guardian – Sarah O’Connor, 57
1. When and why did Sarah come to Britain? 
2. How long had she worked in the computer shop? 
3. Why did new employers withdraw their job offers? 
4. What financial consequences did the situation have for her? 
5. Why is Sarah’s story an example of the Windrush scandal? 
6. In your opinion, who was responsible for what happened to her?

Final task – From hope to scandal
Write approximately 80–100 words answering:
How did the Windrush story change from 1948 to 2018?
Use at least four of these words:
labour shortage – Commonwealth – contribution – discrimination – legal status – Home Office – deportation – scandal 
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