Our Technological Lives (intro – worksheet)

1. Individual speed writing

- Reflect on how your life is technological and how technology has influenced your life. It could be about news, eating, dating, communication, sports, entertainment and much more. Please add an estimate on your average daily screen time across devices:
	














2. You must write down an example of how Technology has influenced your life in a negative or positive way (be prepared to present it in front of the rest of the class):
	














3. Ida will present the characteristics of fiction and non-fiction.
Take notes in the chart below:

	Fiction
	Non-fiction

	









	



4. Ida will present what intention is (why the text has been written). Note the different types of intention below:

-
-
-
-
-
-


5. Ida will present the term ‘modes of appeal’. What does it mean? And what are the three modes of appeal? Note them in the chart below and describe them in further detail:

	1. 

	2. 
	3.

	









	
	




6.  In pairs (or individually) you must find modes of appeal in the article: Is Google making us stupid? By Nicolas Carr (pages 1-4)

For each text bit you have to decide and discuss the mode(s) of appeal that the author has chosen
	Text section:
	Mode of appeal (ethos/pathos/logos?) and effect

	I can feel it, too. Over the past few years I’ve had an uncomfortable sense that someone, or something, has been tinkering with my brain, remapping the neural circuitry, reprogramming the memory. My mind isn’t going—so far as I can tell—but it’s changing. I’m not thinking the way I used to think. I can feel it most strongly when I’m reading. Immersing myself in a book or a lengthy article used to be easy. My mind would get caught up in the narrative or the turns of the argument, and I’d spend hours strolling through long stretches of prose. That’s rarely the case anymore. Now my concentration often starts to drift after two or three pages. I get fidgety, lose the thread, begin looking for something else to do. I feel as if I’m always dragging my wayward brain back to the text. The deep reading that used to come naturally has become a struggle. (p. 1, ll. 8-17, p. 2, ll. 1-2)
	

	As the media theorist Marshall McLuhan pointed out in the 1960s, media are not just passive channels of information. They supply the stuff of thought, but they also shape the process of thought. And what the Net seems to be doing is chipping away my capacity for concentration and contemplation. My mind now expects to take in information the way the Net distributes it: in a swiftly moving stream of particles. Once I was a scuba diver in the sea of words. Now I zip along the surface like a guy on a Jet Ski. (p. 2 ll. 21-28)
	

	The Internet promises to have particularly far-reaching effects on cognition. In a paper published in 1936, the British mathematician Alan Turing  proved that a digital computer, which at the time existed only as a theoretical machine, could be programmed to perform the function of any other information-processing device. And that’s what we’re seeing today. The Internet, an immeasurably powerful computing system, is subsuming most of our other intellectual technologies. It’s becoming our map and our clock, our printing press and our typewriter, our calculator and our telephone, and our radio and TV. (p. 3 ll. 17-25)
	




7. What do you think the author Nicholas Carr’s intention is (why has the article been written)?

- To inform?
- To persuade?
- To entertain?
- To discuss?
- To provoke? 
- Or something else? 

